September 6,1972:

singer, Partridge
Family star and multi-
instrumentalistDavid
CassidyinLondon

successful. Before thathe had aneye muscle
that was malfunctioning. Another traumatic
experience was the divorce of his parents,
Jack Cassidy and Evelyn Ward, who splitup
when David was seven. His father has since
remarried, and Cassidy’s stepmother is
actress Shirley Jones -who playsthe part of
his mother in the Partridge Family series.

Atthe age of 18 David Cassidy decided to
splitand go toFloridato playinaband.He
never went, however, as mother Evelyn had
been offered apartinaplay entitled And So
ToBedand David auditioned for the show and
gotasmall bit part.

His first “big break” was with a Broadway
production Fig Leaves Are Falling, whichwas
amammoth flop but which indirectly led to his
landing the part in The Partridge Family. Asin
the best fairy stories, he was then “spotted”,
went to Hollywood, and subsequently landed
some TV acting. Youmay have seen David
Cassidy on British TV
before the Partridge
Family TV series-hehas
appeared in Bonanza,
Ironside and The FBI.

When he firstheard
about the part of Keith
Partridge, apparently he
didn'tliketheidea.He
told hisagenthe didn't
wanttodoitandonly
changed hismind when
he found out there might
be an opportunity in the
show for himto play

(14 ® | guitar and eventually
e neares m 0 make records. Wes Farrell only auditioned him
forasinging partinthe show out of “kindness”

® ° ) L) rather thananything else.He never expected
Cassidy tobe able tosing. For his audition
the ng Of r OCk nro Cassidy sang Chicagoand Crosby Stills &
Nash material.
Although Cassidy's official age is given as 22,
NME SEPT 30 rumour (hasty and wicked, perhaps) has it that

heisinfact24. NME’s Pamela Holman, who
interviewed him earlier this year, asked: “Are

HERE ARE AN astonishingtwomillion, | article one youngladyby the name of Jill was youreally 22?” Answer from Cassidy: “Yes.”
Tworldwide,fully paid-up members of quotedasreporting Cassidy “agoodfuck”. EveryactorinaTV series has astand-inwho
the David Cassidy fan club.In Britain, Cassidy'srecord producer, Wes Farrell, works on the setfor him. Cassidy'sisa girl -
although the clubhasbeeninexistenceamere | compareshimtoElvis- 23-year-old Jan Freeman.
10weeks, there are already 10,200. Withmore | “He'sthenearestthing . . Evidently Cassidyisnotthe
than athousandrequeststojoinperweek,it's tothe King ofrock’n'roll.” For hls Partr,dge least embarrassed about
abigbusiness. Andprofessionally Farrell : " aving afemale stand-in.
One British teeny magazine which was the has never beenregarded Fam,,y aUdItlon Musically his tastes
first publication torealise the enormity of asanidiot. [ vary: “| like jazz,blues and
Cassidy'sappeal ayearagostarted torun Accordingto available G&SSldy Sang rock,” he says. The singer
a“David Cassidy Writes For You” column.In informationthe first H he mostadmiresis Paul
the pastyear the magazine in question has instrument Cassidy took crOSby! Stllls & McCartney. Spare time s
more than doubled its circulation. While all up was violin, later 1 rare, so his love or sex life,
credit cannot be takenfor just the column, discarding itinfavour of NaSh and chlcago whichisreportedly so
an obvious part has beenplayed in upping guitar and clarinet. His active, has little time to gain
circulation figures. “favourite” instrument, however, is listed as momentum. There was asteady girlfriend but
Even the hip Rolling Stone carried afeature piano-until he took up drums, thatis. It's all sheisnomore - “There wasn'tthe time to
onthe “boy wonder”, finding areportedly very confusing,but evidently he's able to play develop agoodrelationship,” he says.
tarnishedimage of Cassidy and publishing an allthese instruments. And asfor hobbies or sports (other than
E almost full-frontal nude picture. He since One of the most traumatic experiences of birds, thatis) we do know that in his time
8 admitstoregretathavinghadittaken.Inthe his childhood was an eye operation, which was Cassidy has taken up everything from dancing

and tennis to karate. And
anote for astrology fans:
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