David Cassidy Tour
Shows Teen Appeal

NEW YORK—Not since voung
Ricky blitzed to the top of the mu-
iz charts from the MNelson fam-
ily's television backyard in the
1950's has TV comedy launched a
talent so swift in the music busi-
mess & David Cassidy.

After a slow start in the TV rat-
ing. ABC's “Partridge Family,”
with a loyal teen following as its
base, became one of the few new
series o achieve hit satus  last
season. The show's first 26 half
hours proved that “Partridge™ mu-
sic is big business, with two gold

records and a pair of besi-selling
albums emanating from the series.

With such overwhelming TV and
record response, a live act was
formed 1o play the road during the
program’s production break be-
tween network seasons. Since Da-
vid and Shirley Jones are the only
members of the cast who sing on
the show's music tracks, Cassidy,
whose feen charisma had been
wiell documented on Lhe tube, was
chosen to hit the concert trail.

After extensive sessions with
“Partridge” record producer Wes
Farrell, arrangements were set for
what would be Cassidy's first solo
singing appearance before live au-
diences.

The first Cassidy concert un-
folded in Seanle on March 26,
And he is quick to relate “how
much we learned from that first
lime out . . . about pacing, not
being impulsive and dealing with
the uncxpected enthusiasm of the
crowd.” Some 25 cities later the
scene was Wildwood, N, Con-
vention Hall (July 10} but this was
still only his concert in
the East.

From the moment of David's
entrance in an all-white [-nrm-ﬁtm
outfit with dangling beads
plunging neckline he became the
ematsonal focus of young fami
The program drew on familiar ma-
terinl from the itwo “Parridge”
albums, including “17 Meet You
Halfway,”" during which nearly
3,000 pairs of outstretched arms

to his call 1o “reach
ou.”

Conductor Richard Delvy fur-
nished a driving support with an
cight-man brass and rhythm line
that was never more effective than
in their flashy backup on “Begin-
Ein_p: and “She’d Rather Have the

ain,

Between selections Cassidy dem-
onstrated a confident el EII.'FI.II]
"ﬂm with the crowd wvia infor-
mal chatler as he strode about the
stage stopping occasionally to sip
water from lar cups and
leaning forward to mop his brow
with an oversized lowel 1o the
delightful squeal of his Tans.

The evening's highlight was the
first public performance of a pair
of tunes from his new (untitled)
album, Backed only by pguilarst
Steve Ross, he accompanied him-
selfl on “Brown Eyes” . . . a sensi-
tively delivered item with hit po-
tential and the upbeat “Rainmak-
er.” A turbulent reading of his
gold record 1 Think 1 Love You™
climaxed the affair ax hundreds of
Imstamatics simultancously flashed
their approval. PHIL BURRELL
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