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2N i‘ YORK' (M’) - Shirigy
-Jones-has always had the knack
for ‘digging into:-a role, put’
- her. first :television 'series she’s
?'liwing l httle trouhle mth I.ht
“cluteh.’:
The’ cluu:h is m.achtd to an
algl, pﬂnhcdehc -hued school’ bis
‘that /Shirley drives 'in her. yp-
coming: ABC" series, "'me Pu-
tridge:. F:mﬂ:r' 4 e
C-“It's.ogot va sueka.hdt and g |
!eamed fo- drive en automatic,"'|"
she s2id. “It’s the clutch prab
lem M et e
The bus is uaed bu iranspori
_her TV family to singing es-
“gagements, whére Shirley, as
. the, ‘mothern . Joins in. “It's me
“and the five, children,” she said.
JIE you think.that sounds like the
Cowsills you're absclutely right.
“The singing role brings Shir.
_'!cy full circle back to the time
“she “arrived in New York with
$250 in her pocket alter a stint
“at’the Plttshurgh Playhouse. “I
.started in musical comedy,” she
said. “I.was a nurse in ‘South
‘Pacific,’ then T was in ‘Me and
-Juliet’ :nd after that the movie
‘ yersion of ‘Oklahomar’
 “Carousel” came after that
lnd Shirley was béginning to
- worry that peﬂple thought of her
‘'whenever they saw gingham,
The role that changed that was
that: of - the prostitute in “EIl-
mer Gantry,"” which won her an
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In. 'f!h,mc ll:n" she wu back .
to prim librariah, but in-“Happ:.r |

thrée men and in the fnrthcom ,
ing. \'Cheyenne Spcial” Club”!
she’: 2 madam. Sbhl#y, dresstd
in- 2 beige suit” and wearing a
knit tam“on" hnlr ‘the - color - of |
vipe” Oklaboml ‘wheat,’ laughedﬁ
and ﬂid *‘Before - 'Gantry” no|
one éver. thought of me for - Ill}' |
thmg else but musicals,” "

“Now ‘ people forget ‘I was a
singer and I've had people’ ask
me who sang for me in ‘Oklaho-
ma!” That's a compliment be-
cause it means I've. established
ms’seu a$ ap.actress.”

. It was on a good-will tour
abmad with “Oklahoma!” that
she met her husband, musiecal
comedy star Jack Cassidy. "'We
had. our courtship in Paris and
Rome, We were married at the
Cambridge Drama Festival
while: we were doing "I’hr. B=g+
gar's Opera.” :

“I have three boys of rn:.r own|
and a stepson’’—she smiled and)
displayed her dimples—‘'so
playing a mother isn’t anything
pew for me,”

In “The Parmdgg ‘Family"
her stepson, 16-year.old David
Cassidy, plays the oldest son.
David, Shirley and the other girl
are the c¢nly ones in the group
actually singing. The eibers,
plus .the instruments, are
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