The Partridges
(top 1-¥) Suzanne
Crough, Sisan Dey,
Dave Madden, the
business apent:
(bottom 1) Jerry
Gelbwaks, Danny
Bonaduce, and
Dravid Cussidy,

The Singing Partridges
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. Since  FRickey Melson

made his singing debud
and became a teen-age
idol on *““The Ogzio and
Harriet Show," {elevision
producers -Lave  devised
wiys to capitalize on mn-
gle vis-a-vis the family
situatin  comedy, with
SUME SuCcess,

“The Partrldge Faml-
Iv," this season on ABC-
TV, may succeed whers
others have failed,

One reason is ls youth.
ful co-star, Digvid Cassidy
— a bright, brimming ae-
tor-mmgician — who car-
ries the ball in the music
departiment. jusi as Ricky
Nelson — now but a re.
rn memory — did in
less sophisticated, bygope
VRATE.

-THE OTHER reason 1=
the show's  wnorthodex
theme: a  family of
roungsters ages 514
makes the big-tme in
crack'n'roll, and led by
‘their mother — in peal
life Davids stepmoiber
— Shirkey Jones, tours
club dates as ''he Pur-
“tridge Family aboard a
psychedelic bus.

Like the popular Mon-
kees' TV chow of a few
years back — which bor-
rowid heavily on the suc-
cess of the Beatles™ Marx
Bras. paredy in the [iim
“A Hard Day's Night" —
The Pariridges will re-
legse several youth-ari-
enled songs during the
geason. Bell Records, a
division of Columbia Pic-
tures, has launched an
cpensive campaign o
promote this music.

"The Partridge Fami-

1y" has bBeen named the
fop -dew vocal combing-
tion  group in Heeord
Warld Magazine's anmual
poll. The award is based
o 1he fength of time a
single remains al the lop
of the mosical f{rade
charts, Their first single,
“I Think I Love You,"
has heen mumber ang for
the past severa) weeks an
fhe charis of Billboard,
Cash Box and Record
World.

N ONE can denv Iiss
Jomes™  indefatigable fal-
ent, The Rodgers and
Hammerstein swestheart
of the movie vorcions of
“ORlahrmat s e,
sel" has been awarded
and rewarded for her
many  aceomplishinentis
in the theafriral arfe _
inclnding an Qsear for

- her tole as Lulu Raines

In "Elmer Gantry.™

Her slepson Davld —
son of Broadway star
Jock Cassidy — is not fo-
tally without references
either. He commanded a
eg-starring role in the
Alan Sherman Broadway
musical “The Fip Leaves
Are Falling,” and has
Leasn  seem on TV ip
“Ironside,” “The Survie
¥ors," ““Marcns Welby,™
“Adom 12" “FRI" and
"Ronanzg ™

“Partridre™  producer
Sereen Gems feels he §s
destined o he {the newt
lcerage idal in (e tock
world. At 20, the Sfout-a,
130-ponmdt star hag hoen a
prime targel of teen amd
|I=rr:-luen magazine pul-
lishers in recent months,

~ CASSINY 5ald the show
B *a stepping stone™ g
help Bim in hiz music

i

SHIRLEY JONES

caregr, not in acting
which he zaid iz *“just an
experience.” A puitarist
since he was 11 and a
drommer of soris, he
said he has bBeeume “dis-
Mustoned” by Hollywood
glamor,

“A 1ot of family shows
you gee on felevision are
very stale and nof really
funny,’  Cassidy  said
"(hir scripts are not like
that."

THE SHOW iz nat
Irying to comvey a mes-
sage, he said.

It musie and come-
dy first; ' fun and good
times he exploined.
"People who want tp see
bad limes — murders
anFI violence,  peuple
dying and beating each
other wp — ¢an see
anough of that an fhe
street ™

Neither does his music
try o conyey 2 messape:
“I'm not out fo get it al-
logether  for  everyene
elze, just for me” he

gaid. "I[ people wanf i
listen 1o what 1'm saying,
that's ohay: I'm el
trying to preach anylhing
ot right .anyone else's
wrongs. I'll leave that to
other penple, ™

The music is whal Cas-
gidy called “sophisticaled
blues rTock" ihat “al
limes gefs right down fo
if, right there, and at ofh-
er fimes, il"s Mamas &
Fapas-lype stoff with lols
of harmony and fHow.

“I'HE BEATLES sare
tantastic,” he said
“Their eontribofion  fo
confemporary  muosic i3
incredible; there’s no get-
ting away from it.

“They did some really
far owt thmgs in a ree
ording stodio — utilizing
what they had. But you
don’t have to look into it
All you have 1¢ do s lis-
ten -~ thare's nothing lo
find -- just lisien lao it,
ha said

But the drug messages
of olher arllsis? "I must
say, mamie has never
slimulaled ma by hearing
anybody {elling me about
misheoom clouds,'" Casi-
dy sald.

He's out=poken oo ofhor
izsmes as well. Like all
concerned youth, he is
{ouched by the war in In-
dochina.

“It's not the politics Lo
me, i’y e people,” he
sald. "I's necessary (fo
end the war) because it's
more than g erime; it's
incredible to think (hat
people ean't learn to live
with one angther because
evervhody  just doesn’l
think the same — and
peopla just cen't cope
with that."



