Look. Dont Touch Relgmng Teeny-Bopperdom King

LOS ANGELES (CNS) — [
Just wanted to thank you from
the bottom of my heart for
Enurg the letter 1 wrote to

1 wanted others to
geahow l."J'!.lljlr waonderful be is,
The day after I read ir, I re-
ceived & lelter addressed to
me in a handwriling that was
very familiar, I was afraid w
open it, but finally I did. It
was & persenal letler from
David and I cried and cried.
It was so beawtiful v makes
me sud to think that all [ can
say in retum i thank you,
again, David. I love youL

“Jenny, Tiger Beat August,
mtlb

The young pirl crept slowly
down the stairs of -the Sea
Arena at Marineland. Her
goal was anly inchas away,

Suddenly, a guard whipped
arcund and motioged her to
the rear, She made a face at
bim and started to back up
the stairs.

He shook his head and a
finger as if to say, ““Huh-uh.
You canm look, bit dont
touch.

Svddenly, the young man
with the shoulder - lengh
brown hair and the smolder-
ing hazel eves tumed and
flashed the “most beauotiful
simile this side of heavea."

' Eestasy.

David Bruce Cessidy, the
reigning king of teeny-bopper-
dori, had arrived. It -was
enobgh 1w make your Enees
watery and the blood rush to
your head.

Cassidy and other members
of the ABC seriss, the Par-
tridpe Family, came down to
Marineland to film an ecology
segment

David, san of m-:r Jack
Cassidy amd stepson of ackréss
Shirley Jones, is the latest of
a unigue pheromenan:

The teen idel.

It was Frank Sinatra in the
19405, Elvie Presley in the
19505, Bobby Sherman in the
1960s and now David. The first
twa are firmly entreached as
the two musical superstars of
e 20th century. Only time
witl tell what will happen to
the latter pair.

Young Cassidy, oo teén-ager
hims=df at 21, is the biggest
thing to hit the preteen and
eariy-teen set since Hula-
Huogps. :

Dozens of tesn magazines
(usually aimed at tha 8 to 16
year-olls) sing his praises

and carry his pictures. A Te-
cent edition revealed more
than 7 photos of David.

Articles carry provocative
but meaningless tites lika
“Come Home With David,™
“Are You a Troe Cassidy
Lover?" “David's Love Test,'
“David's Hates and Loves”
and ‘*David's Dos and
Don'ts.”

Cassidy. Stems like phote
albume, love beads, charm
bracelets and love stickers
abound.

The singer - actor-musician
reccives mare thaz 10,000 fan
latters a week, most of them
declaring their Tove and al-
legiance forever. One maga-
zine even carried a series of
“duath-threat’ letters from a
girl who claimed that i she
didn't get David peither would
anyone else.

David, the son of actor Jack
Cassidy and actress Evelyn
Ward, was born in New York
City. Aler his parents were
divorced, he moved with his
mother to Los Anpeles as a
jumior high school Boy.

ot until he was graduated
fram high school in 1968 did
he show any specific interest
in theater. He appeared with
local groups ®nd weot 1o
Brosdway Lo appear in a new
musical, "“The Fig Leaves Are
Falling."

Irwas a flop.

He returned to Hollyrwood to
gain parts in episodes of Tron-
side, Donanza, Marcus Welby
and The FBI.

The public was starting to
notice him.

Dvavid Bruce Cassidy was
ready. When he was signed to
star ag the oldest boy (18) in
the singing Partridge Family,
fhe teen magaxines were ho-
vering over him like vultures.

Bobby Sherman had almost
run his covrge and a new idol
was needed,

David Cassidy and maga-

uliu:.r David, a slight 5 feet
£, iz a teco star and lives in

the Hollywood Hills.

What is David Cassidy re.aI
ly like?

In an interview, David

didn’t seem very happy about
having to spend his break
with & mamber of the press
again.  He, swept back the
long, brown hair which
enshrines the delicate, fine-
boned face, Even gross make-
up failed to disgulse the per-
fact, boyish features which
have stopped mlll.mrrs of girk
ish hearts.

David, reported to be a
quiet and shy persom, is ob-
vipusly becoming an expert
interviewee, Very warm and
friendly, ke is 71 but Iooks 16
and talks more Like 30.

T asked him outright how it
feels to be the heartthrob of
millions,

“Unique,” he answered
blunty. “I think it's an expe-
rience every American male
should have. There's nothing
like it.

**The timing was right for
me. I was in a couple of
shows and the Partridgs Fam-
ily cid the rest. The tesn mag-
azines were ready for me."”

Cassidy admits that he is
simply a dream figure.

“I'm just someone they

think about but can never re-
gily touch. They can’t imagine

I'm not even real.

“It's scary souetimes,"” he
shook his head.

David -admitted that most of
the stories produced by the
mazazines are coococted by
vivid Imagimations.

“Oh, 1 write a few things for
them, but most of the stuff
they steal from each other. [
was interested in them at
first, but I don't even look at
them anymore.”

Growing restless, David got
up from the lomnge and
walked to the chair by the
door, almost like he was sig-
naling that the interview was
over. But ha sat down again,
threw one leg over the arm of
the chair and began to talk.

“Most of the girls are 14
and 15 so they'll grow oot of it
pretty quick. I expect I'm
good for two or three years."

David thinks the Partridge
Family will muke it for seven
or elght years on television
but doesn't believe he wil
stay around that loug.

“It’s the kind of show that
will always be interesting and
timely, but I waot lo do dif-
ferent things."

An excellent actor, David 18
branching out as a singer and
musician. His concert appear-
ances have not met with criti-
cal success, but he i5 learn-
ing.

“My desire to sing has been
with me since ape 3, when [

choir,™ e said. 1 Lke SInging
abuost as: well as acting.
They're both very emciting
and satlsfying to me"

The Partridge Family re-
cording of “I Think [ Love
You," featuring David, was @
big hit and since has been re-
corded by manoy major per-
formers.

David said he dosen't know
where his carper will take
him but is interested in every
aspect of show business.

“] don't want to leave any
coor closed.”

David's camaraderie on the
set is evident, laughing and
joking with the cast and crew
members. Apparently, he is
very popular, but he's the
star, isn't he?

He has shown exlraordinaty
ability as en actor and who
knows where his singing may
lead to?

Hiw he survives this crit-
cal point of his lile may be
very important to his fuinre.

But there is always some-
ane to help put things in per-
spective, namely his half-
brothers, Shaum, 12, Patrick,
9. and Rvan, 5.

“My brother Pat visited
on lhe set the licst day of
shooting,” David said, “and
told me: ‘G'wan owtside so 1
can see the girls chase you" ™

David langhed, then looked
away.

“No way,” he sighed.

PROTECTIVE CUSTODY — David Cassidy, who has become
the idol of millions of teens and pre-teens, hides behind a ring
of security during a break in the filming of his television
series, the Partridge Family, seen 8:30 p.m. Fridayvs on ABC.



