Partridges’
Following

Is Building

HOLLYWOOD—"Ne have a
Iovely Christmas show,” savs
Shirlev Jones—Mother Por-
tridge—lelling  about Frida's
fantasy. in which the Parbridpes
revisit prospecior Dean Jaggor
in a ghest town

The story combines . humar
with pathos in Shirleyv's eyes,
and the resulis brought forth a
nole [rom producer Bob Claver
o Jagger, saving "We're doing
r comedy series here. So why
fid 1 it there wabching the
daily rushes, dabhing my eves
ind biewing my mosa?"

Plugs hy prodncer Claver
aml Mother Jomes are really
nol needed lo atbract fons 1o
“The Patridge Famiy Show*
this season. 1°s taken off like
a rockel with teeay-happer
ol David Cassidy at the eon.
trals after a year of growlh,
This winter's Christmas re-
card albom 8 o clme, with
S0L000 orders In belore re-
lease date. :

“Wo didnt starl oul &= a
srmash,” Shirley said, “The show
uill sleadily last season, and
aow il's gone out of sight.”

Young Cassidv's sex appeal
for voung and old, better

It .-'.-_ ok .-!-- &

THE PARTRIDGE FAMILY gathers for Chr

scripig, batter porformances by
the youngsters, and moderate
spposition by the dlsappeinting
"O'Hara," and a spoliy NBC
movie scledule, are eontribut-
ing factors. Finishing up 24 api-
wodes by mid-December, a tired
Mother, who works with kids all
day beflore cameras amd then
somes horme to rim her own
‘amily, sees improvement in ov-
sy department of the show.

“Susan Dey Is I00 per cent
netter this season. She's luarmed
‘0 relax and concenlrate. Danny
Bonacuce has pgained securily,
letiing his hirmor come out*
Mother said. “And our storiss
are tighter. T want to maintain
the family feeling, and keep all
of us topether in a sithation
rather than pinpcinl @n episods
around individuzls. We alss try
‘o keep linez from being jost a
serias of jokes™

Young Susan Dey, the New
York medel who iz learning to
act by uﬂrk‘.n%. belleves voungs-
ers like the TV family because
i doesn’t contain the uspal pen-
sfation gap. The children air
(heir beefs, but Mom rums the
show. Shirley Jomes goes along
with that, and eclaims adults
watech the series for the same
reascn. She's a strong mother at
wme and she doesn't codile the
tids on sets.

“I'm very reserved with the
children,” Shirley ssid. “T re-
Train 8n actresds and treat them
15 performers. 1 don't make o
point of bDeing baddy-buoddy.

This way they're nat 5o sure of
me, and it keeps them off bal-
|

mce.”

IT'5 HARD to picture swaet|
Shirley a: a tomboy, bt she
claims io have beafen up boys
in the neighborheod, and relates
how she would do anything an a
dare. “Lackily, I had a very
strong mother who believed in
discipline,” sail Shirlev. "1 re-
belled eomslanily and =carcely
went a day without a spanking.
Without that discipline I would
have been 4 mess. I'm prefty
much of a lazy sloh, von kmow. ™

With her schedule, Mother
Partridpe has Little time (o even
think about being lary, mow-
ing from camera to recopding
studio for songs with David and
outmders. Trained as a sololsl
for light opera and musical
comedy, Shirley found hersell
doing ezt of Lhe beckground
nobes for Partridge Famiy re-
cordings. and the change wasn'l
cgsy, sioce she had pever
learmed to sing harmany

Az for her ahility to pick hits
Shirley admils she's a dud
“For ihstance, the album, “T
Think [ Love You," sold three
and o hall million records, =od
I felt il was the worst thing
going. You can almosl bet ihe
aates 1 ke won't be hits.™

Mether ean't always be cor-
rect, but her instincls were|
right on the builon concarming
"The Patridge Family" series,
|:ri.gl'l'l.'|:'l:\' tithed ““The Family
Business.” "I kmew the [amily
formnla would be a success ™
Shirley said, “The ouly thing
[that eould spoil it was a lack of
Japport in lbe cgst. Thal's
something nome of 1% wWorry
abopt sny more "

istmaz. Bonaduce and Buzanne Crough. The cast’s Christmas

Cloekwise from left ave Dave Madden, Susan Dey, show will be aived Friday on ABC,
Shirley Jones, Tavid Cassidv. Brian Farster Tanne
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