Marketing an idol big business
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ALOCQUERQUE, N.M. —
They came al him a5 if on cue,
the flashbulbs on Lheir
instamatie cameras popping
furicusly, thowsands of girls
intent on nothing less Chan
mavling, maimirg or al least
touching David Cassidy.

Their pounding feel echood
threugh Albuguerque's tin-
roofed coliscum and they
reached the stage just moments
behind three husky cops, who
scopped up the 125-pound
Cassidy. rushed him Lo a nearhy
limousine, wailing with ~doors
open aml molor Funning, and
flung him headfirst into the
back seat,

The driver stepped hard on
Ihe accelerator and the black
Cadillac sped into the night,
leaving behind a throng of girls
wha clutched §2 David Cassidy
pasters, $1 Navid Cassidy photo
albums and $1 David Cassidy
love kils, who chewed Partridge
family bubble gum and wore
David Cassidy dresses, David
Cassidy blouses and David
Cazsidy shirls, a lew who even
carried David Cassidy coloring
hoaks and David Cassidy lunch
boxes covered wilh David
Cassidy LUV stickers
trinclude 25 conts extra for
rush handiing'').

Nickel and dime stoff? Mot gt
all. The markeling of a leen-age
idal has come a long way sinee
the days of Rickie Nelsan.
Frankie Avalon and Fabian, It's
sirietly big business, shrewd |y
promoted and skiilfully
rerchandised

CONSIDER, for example, 21-
year-old Cassidy—also  known
as  Darw Enlerprises,
T, who pliays  Keilh
Pariridge, 18, on ABC-TV's
Fariridge Family series. And
consider the spending power of
his pre-leen audience, an
audience considerably younger,
wealthier and more exploiled
than thal which swonned over,
say, lobby Rydell, a decade
ago,
In a single day last month, the
four Martridge Family record
albpms on the market sold a
cambined tolal of 200,000

copics (A store can buy a
record [or £2.25 and sell il for
$4.98 with the performer getting
fram | per cent to 9 per cent and
the producer from 1 per cent lo
4 per cent. |

Sereen Gems, the lelevision
subsidiary of Columbia Piclures
which owns the Patridge
Family. has earned over
£100.000 from bubblegum
rovalties this year "and we'll
quietly make a fortune o a new
line of Partridge Family
dresses,™ a Jop execulive said,

Cassidy. who draws a week|y
allowance of $150 from his
business manager, Lee Buch,
bul stands Lo carn over $250.000
after expenses this year,
recenlly grossed 58,000 for one.
night concerts in Amarillo, Tex-
.. and Albuguerque (helore the
promoler’s share and $20.000
expenses, including a £1.100
chartered retern flight to Los
Angeles.

AS A RESULT of Cussidy's
popularity, six-figure deals are
negotiated, people siruggle (o
gel elose to hitn amd related
employmenl extends from New
York's record promoters and
fan magazine publishers 1o
Hollywnod, where Mikal RBales
works nearly fulltirme designing
his shaw clothes (always white
in keeping with the “vouthful
purily”” of his image). often
spending an entire week
siringing thousands of
decorative deads on 20-pound
test fish lines 1o be sewed on
Cassidy's concert costumoes,

So fierce does the competition
become for a plece of the action
that when Cassidy’s conlrael
expired with a talent agency 18
maonths agn, Ruth Aarons,
president of  Aarons
Management. [ne.., which
represents  Cossidy, tells of
being offered $125.000 “fronl™
maney, a sizahle wnder-the-
Lable bones and o promise of
hidden inlerests in fulure deals,
if she wonld sign with a cerlain
HUW ARCNCY.

“The word spread like a virus
that David’s conlraclt was
available.” she said. *“'I"eaple
Just started coming owt of the
wondwork.”™”

In some waws, e mosl
dillicull  prometion  problems

LAt nwver

For Cassidy, like
Bobby Sherman, Denpnie
Osmend and & handfn) of other
leenybopper slars. have long
sinee made il, Bul why them?
Are they the ereation of a public
relations genius like the lale
George Evans who paid
"bobhysoxers $2 dollars an
aflernoon to squeal over Frank
Sinatra outside the Paramount
Theater in New York 30 yeurs
ago?

THERE'S A look 1o wha
kind of face is markelable these
days.” said Cassidy's personal
manager, Jim Flood, Wik
David. il's a positive sexual
nuality, a yvouthful, clean-cat
took that is threatening neither
physically  nor emationally Lo
voung girsl,"”

Fierdd  smiles  remombering
it when he fiest met (s
sidy two vears ago. Cassidy
wanled no part of teenyhapper
fin magazine interviews, Flomd
hud 1o remind kim that leeny-
bomgers hml read Mewsweek
or ksgoire — hal 35 million of
thewn il devour o dozen oen
fan magadines eacl inonth,

ive one knows this betler than
Chuck Laufer. a former high
schil Foaglish (eacher wha
publishes Tiger Heat (rmonthly
newsstand circulation 400,000,
Fave (2050000 and the
Partrulge Family 1300,0005, He
ilso recently hought {he
Martridge Family Fan Club
CHNLI members al $2 cach o
ytary from Sercen Gems gnd
markels his own Cazsidy
products through advertiserne-
M3 in his magazine.

Lawier has an cdilorial staff
of A0, including flour
phatograpliers, and  his lop
peaple are sent around the
country lo record every stubhed
Inc and lovesick hearl at
teenyhopper  concerts. They
respoml with aboul 15 David
Cassidy stories 2 month and
semlences hat almost always
end with an exclamalion mark.
e Davii ordered a steak!™)

In 2 business in whieh
saluration is a key. Cassidy has
been on the cover of 24 con
seculive monthly issues of
Tiger Beal, 1°1s David Trapped
By lowve?”, “Seoap: David's
Hitllen Secrei®™ " David Cries
(ut They Wan'l Lel Me Know

sraight eovers sand  Shennan
disappeared  this month alter
B slraipil

NOT LONG aller Lauler
slarled pushing Cassidy—and
Cassidy's fan mail jumped to
ahout 10,000 lollers a weed—the
president of Hell Records,
Larry Uttal, put his weslern
regional promotional director,
Harvey Cooper, on the road
with instruclions not lo come

home wntil the Partridge’

Fanuily's first single was a hit.

The record was one of aboul
MO released by various com-
paries thal  week--and every
week—and most top-40 stalions
are willing lo play only theee or
fuor. The others willier snaired.
Vrom program directors in Los
Angeles. Phoenix and San
Wiega, Canper received the
sime answer: Ul never play
thatl recenl =

I was not unlil Seattle that
Conper found a station, HJH,
willing 1o give the single o test
run. The listoner response was
iminediale, the reaction spread
cuaeniehl o olher  stations

across America and 1 Think 1
Love You™ was on its way Lo
becoming a & million seller,

In the spring. Miss Aarons
and Flood will move Cassidy
from the tank-towh eireuit to
large auditorivms only in major
cities. The hysteria over a
young star seldomn lasts much
longer than two years, they say,
and already lhey are casling
aboul for 4 solid movie thal will
challenge Cassidy's acling
ability and elevale him from the
teenyhopper level, a rale some
olher performer and his apent
always wait to Fill.

Only last month, in Facl, the
baleful face of 20-year-old
Michael Gray (“toc hear his
husky, sexy voice and lock tnlo
his deep green/gray cyes will
cntrance you!''y peered [rom
the pages of Tiger Beat,

The leaser headline asked:
“He's Alone. .He's Lonely...
Can Yoo Love Him?'
Thuusands of girls wrote o say
they could. Some of Lhem,
perhaps, would even be
inlerested in bubhlegum
hearing his name.

Negotiations under way
on bridge damage case

MONTGOMERY. Ala. (A%
- Negotiations over damages
bave begun afler o Mokile-
based  company  roparted  thal
ine of s barges hil a pier al
the Tvler  Goodwyn  Hridpe,
which was fnrced to elase st
week after several molorisls
commplained of poor bridge con-
ditions.

Highway  Dircetor  Guerry
Pruclt saml Wednesday that his
deparlment  was  nepoliating
with [he insurance company for
ILsdehitf Materials. Ine, He sail
the firm his been “real cooper-
alive in the malter and mimle
fa effort [0 deny (he ineident.™

The bridge. which spans &
rortion of the Alabama Hiver
nesr here, wis eclosed Doe 7.
tasing severe travel probleims
for peaple in the Millbrook
comumunily alteinpling to regch
Mantpomery,

An investigalin showed Lhat
sommething Jiul bt the pier of
the bridee. knwking 0 oul of

line and huekling some beams.
Il was nol immediately known
what hinl caused Lhe damage.

Pruetl said a report had been
mate to the csnpany by one of
is tug captains. sayiag Lhat the
hridge i been scraped. How-
ever. the extenl of the darmage
wis not given al the time.

The company said it was told
that a log gol into the prapeller
of the g polling 1he harge.
The barge then went out of con-
treed ol hil the pier,

SIGNED CHARTER

The Atlantic Charter was
signed on Aug. M, 1M1, by
Presidenl Franklin D,
Roosevell and 'rime Minister
Winston Churchill at a mecling
in Argenlin Bay, off
MNewTounland.



