Earl Wil;sun
On The

Town

R B S

NEW YORK — "He’s pot
greal sex appeal — even for
me,"” David Cassidy's step-mo-
ther said.

Ii's something new for Shirley
Jones. After all the years sho's
been pointed ool as a mavie
star, as the sereen “Laurie" of
"Oklahoma" and as the wile of
handsame Jack Cassidy, it could
be a liltle unsettling suddenly to
be ogled by the yolnger element
because you're the step-taother
of the new acting-singing rage of
's']'tl‘ﬂhe Partridge Family” TV

w

“He’s the leen-age idol of
Ameriea,” Shirley said the olher
allernoon at the Regency.

“His fan mail doesn’t stop. His
fans range in age [rom seven {u
14, He's 3 but plays younger on
the show. He sits down once in &
while and takes stock of himself.

“He’s close to Jack and
sometimes spends  weekends
with us, bt the main part af his
fife he's spent with his mother.
Jack has tried to tell him that
just as quickly as his fame
came, just as quickly it can go
away " .

Now Shirley and her step-son
have a new record album, titled
“The Pariridge Family, Star-
ring Shirley Jones snd Feal-
uring David Cassidy,”

Shirley remembered how it
came aboul, They had easl her
in the TV show, David had been
in n Broadway show, “Fig Lea-
ves Are Falling,” piaying lhe
juwenile lead, but it had closed,
and he was in California doing
some of the major TV shows.

“David read for the part of
the boy in ‘The Partridge Fam-
ily’ and when they found ont
that he was a relative of mine,
they asked about my reaction. A
lol of times they're very wary of
relatives. T told them, T lnve
David but you must pick whn's
best for the show.' As il turned
oul, of course, he was the best of
the lot.

“And Jack, when he saw the
pilot, said ‘so long, Shirl, see
youd in aboul 3 years.'

“Meaning i would be a lat
and I'd scarcely be with him
any mare excepl for weekenids,

“T love the woark, it's almost
like playing myself, Shirley
Partridge could just as easily he
Shirley Cassidy. It's like going
inte my own home every day.
The thing T don't Lke is patting
up al 5:30 every day and petting
home at 7.

Davirfs rise to promincace
was almost as sudden as his
siep-maother's.

“I was just a liftle girl from
Smithton, Pa., and 1 went 'o an
open audition of Rodpers and
Hammerslein. They had fhree
shows rinning then. ‘The Ring
and I," ‘South Pacifiv.' and Me
and Jullette.”

“John Femley was the casting
director, T sang for him and he
said, "What have vou done? I
wiis hrand-spanking new and
hadn’t done anylhing. He said, '[
want Dick Redgers bo hear you.’
Mr. Redgers was rehearsing
acrnss the streef. After T sang
for Dick, he said, ‘1 wanl Oscar
Hammerstein to hear son.” Just
to moet those bwa men ab that
time was an event for me.

“They put me inte ‘Soulh
Pucific® and then T understudied
Isabe] Bigley in "Me and Juli-
elte’ on the road.

“Of course T had ihousht
about ihe Film “Oklakoma,’ but I
didn't have a prayer. At that
point I wasn't ready for such &
roie, They called me in Chicago
while T was in “Me and Julieife*
— wauld I fly ta Califorpia ta he
{ested? 1 tested with Gordon
MaeHae wha waz auditiening for
‘Carly.’

“1 went back to Chicago and
one day my agent ealled me ard
said ‘Helta, Laurie!™
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