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By EARL WILSON

HEW YORE — “He's got
g;reat SEX: appea] -wen for
e IL U:II-JLI Lpd}""l.ll J "-'l.'}l'
mnﬂwr sald.

It's some-
thing new for 'I#Ri
shirley JRUUMIM
Jones,  After

all the years she's baen paint-
ed out @5 a movie star, as the
sereen “Laurde® of “Okla-
home” and as the wile of
handsome Jack Cassidy, it
could be a little unsettiing
suddenly to be ogled by the
Younger eement because
you're the step-mother of the
new  acting-singing rage of

- “Tha Pariridae Family TV

show.

“He's the teemage ldol of
America,” Shirley said the
other afterncon at the Regen-

Y.

k.

“Mis fan mail doss't stop.
His fans raoge in age from
seven o 14. He's 21 but plays
younger on the show, He sits
dovm once in 8 while and
takes stock of himself.

“He's close to Jack and
sometimes spends  weekends
with us, hut the main part of
hiz life he's speat with his
mother, Jack has tried 1o tell
him that just as quickly as

: hiz fame came, just as guick-
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Iy it can go away."”

Mow Shirley and her step-
sun han.'a a new rm:urd al'lmm
Sa.almn hlu:!E’j.f JﬂllE'.S and
Featoring David Cassidy."

Shirley remembered how it
came aboul. They lad cast
her in the TV show. David had
been in & Broadway show,
“Fig Leaves Are Falling,"
playing the juvenile lesd, bot
it bad closed, and he wes io
California doing some of the
majar TV shows.

“David read for the part of
the boy in ‘The Pariridge
Family® and when they found
out that e was & relative of
mine, they asked abomit my
reaction, A ot of times
thev're wery wary of  rele-
tives, T told them, ‘T lowe
David, but .von must pick
who's best for the show." As
it torped out, of coorse, he
was the best of the lot.

“And Jack, when he saw
the pllot, said “so long, Shirf,
gee you in ahout 5 years.”

“Meaning it would be a ot
and I'd scarcely be with him
ENY MTE eXcept 1':::: weak-
s,

“T love the work, it's almost
like plaving mwsslf, Shirley
Pariridge coukd jusi as easi-
Iy ba Shirley Cassidv. It's like

[

going into my own home
every day. The thing I don"t

id

s ma

like is gﬂl:lng up at Hﬂ'

oy duy

m'i”'_
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David's rise to prominence

was almost as swedden as his
step-rnother's,

“I was just & Dftle gird
from  Smithtom, Pa., and 1
went o an open awdition of
Eodgers and Hammerstein

They bad three shows running S

then — ‘The King and I'
‘South Pacific,’ and ‘be arui
Julietie.*

“John Femley was the cast-
ing director, 1 sung for him
and he sakd, “What have you
done?* T was brand-spanking
pew aod hado't dome anmy-
thing. He said, ‘T want Dick
Rodgers fo hear you” Mr
Rodgers wes rehearsing
across the street. After [ sang
for Dick, he zaid, ' want Os-
car Hammerstein 1o hear
yoiL" Just to meet those two
men at that Hme was an
event for me.

“They put me into “Seath
Pacific' and then I undersm-
died Izsabel Bigley in ‘Me a.ud
Juliette" an the road.

- “0f course T had thoaght
about the film “Oklahoma,’
but T didn't have a prayer. At
that point I-wasn't resdy for

DAVID CASSIDY

such & mole. They called me
inn Chicago while T was in Me
gnd Julietie’ — would I iy to
California Lo be tested? T test-
ed with Gordon MacRes who
was auditioning for ‘Carly.”

“1 went back to Chicago
and cme day my agent called
me and said “Hello, Lanrie!™

Bovie rush

EOLLYWOOD (UPD)
Otto  Preminger, who fust
completed “Such Good

-Friends,” will rush the pic-

ture imto theaters Dec. 22
with the premieve in MNew
York. '




