Wave of Teeny Adoration Sweeps the Nation
Young Fans Love
That David Cassidy

By LEO SELIGSOHN
Mewiday-Copilal Times Sarvice
KEW YORK — If you don’t
helieve In Peler Pan, then you
probably won't understand.
But there's 3 wave of teeny
love sweeping the nation
today thai threatens to re-

Cassidy Here
Next Thursday

David Cassidy, who recently
sang te 20,000 cheering [ong
In Madison Square Garden,
will be ai the Dane County
Coliseum for one performance
next Thursday night at 8,
Tickels are still available at
the Colisenm, at all Manches-
ter stores, Hilldale Stale
Bauk, Bank of Madison and
Hansen's Meadowood Phar.

macy.

place passions once reserved
for Barbie dolls, (ap shoes
and Daddy.

The object of all this mini-
madness is a five-fool, eight-
inch, 138-pound child-man
named David Cassidy who
wears his hair down fo his
shoulders and sings such
somgs as *T Think I Love
You™ (5,000,000 records sold
i—n lhe U+ ﬂrr E“E]and., PLI.IS"'
tralia and Japan), Cassidy's
magie is the kind that gives
the prepubescent set ils first
thoughts of playing hookey 1o
Eel a glimpse of their ido] and
evén maybe — dream of
dreams — get his autograph!
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Like Peter Pan, Cassidy
made his first appsarance

about twe years ago by flying
in threugh a window — the
electronie window that looks
in on millions of American liv-
ing rooms and dens, One
Elance at guitar-strumming
Cassidy acting and singing
the part of 16-year-old Keith
Pariridge on the TV series
“The Partridge Family” (de-
scrlved by one viewer as the
story of a sort of rock ’n roll-
ing Southern California Trapp
Family) and It was ronk— the
future mothers of America
were Pransiixed,

Since fhen, with the help of
savvy promolers and his own
aglute business sense, Cassidy
has taken off like a sprite in a
windsiorm, He has sold more
than 16,500,000 -albums and
single records during the past
16 menths on the Bell Record
label. None of the songe is
anything fike the one Maurice
Chewvalier made famous:;
“Thank Heaven For Litlle
Girls. . . " bul Cassidy migit
well be singing those lyries to
himself. Without litile girls,
he would not have made an
estimated $250,000 Jasi year,
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Besides his income from TV
and recordings, Cassidy also
derives a substantial income
from concert fours which fill ©
stadioms with ecstaiie “Se.
same Sireet” pgraduates, At
ihe Merriweather Post Pavil-
ion in Washingion, D, €,
last year, the management
hired extra matrons for the
ladies rooms to take care of
girls who falnted,

‘The son of Acter Jack Cas-
sidy and stepson of Shirley
Jones, who plays his mother

on “The Partridge Family,”

young Cassidy is modest but
assured as he talks sbout his
career,

Does he think he has ar-
rived?

YOh yes, definitely,” he
says,

But there’s a faint nole of
anxiety in his voiee and you
know why, 10s apparent en
his chin, wherg the stubble of
a beard belrays the faci that
ke can’t remaln Peter Pan
forever. Now 21, his child-
man days are numbered.

Bul in the meantime, Cas-
sidy is bent on giving his fans
what they want while pushing
the age-range of his admirers
upward.

“A lot of my records now
are aimed ot an older ape
group. 1 figure my fans {o he
7 to 17," he says.

In a world full of sweei-
faced guilarsirummers why
David Cassidy? His manager,
puts it this way: “There's a
lock to what kind of face is
marketable these days. With
David, il's a positive sexual
nuality — a youthful, cleancut
leok that is threatening nei-
ther physically nor emotion-
ally to ysung girls.”

“LIZA MINNELLI
IN ‘CABARET’ — A,
STAR IS BORN!”

=—Newswnek Magazing




