‘Doc’ Simon's unique humor
livens up all his plays

By FRARI WILSON ;
NEW YORK — “Two™ Simen,
the milliannire playwright, hen-
oreil al the Ciwe Magazine parly
as “HEntertaier af the Year,”™
is never mme of the drnks at
parties because, us he says, VF
T have oac drink, 1 om exhonst-
ed for the rosl of the aight, 1t
puts me pracocally Eon sleep™
Simon surprises all those who
expact Bl to be & wiserracking

extrovert, When 1 saw him the .

other aflernom, he had just re-
turned to his town house in the
East 605 with his S-year-old
daughter from a Knicks® hasker-
ball pama. He has o siody ape
slalrs where he writes his plays.
It is tidy. *T'm a very neat per-
gon," he said,

8o far he wasn't anything like
one would anificipale. el 2
lozh, not & sloven.

“E would never have lived in
a houze,"” he said, “had 1 qnl
moved (o London for 6 monihs
while daing 'Little Me! The
feeling of that house waa wery
eloze to this ane. [ loved §i so
much for its privaey. T'm very
wnaware of the cily here while
living in the dead cenber af il
The minule T feel closed in, T
gl owiside and I'moin the mid-
dle of ihings.""

Althotigh his many hils are fa-
mens for fhe fact that lhey
erackle wilh rapld-lire laughs,
Biman doesn™t consider thal he
wriles “jokes"—lhey are char-
acler lines. rather than jokes:
ey are pol oneiners. '
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DAVID CASSIDY
... millisnaire at 20

“Is it frue {hal pou've made
mere money oul of Jokes — par
dom me — Lhere's thal word —
than any other playwright?™ I
asked flm.

“THAT®S what T reml. T jmay-
ing it’s true. The thing thai baf-
fles me is why people are intor-
citod im0 hew much money 3
mzke  when David Cassidy,
who's only 20 woars old, made
A miilien in 6 months. It
frightening  when lkids come
along and make (ons of maney.



