By CAL POSNER, Staff Wiriter .

N TWO YEARS, David Cassidy has -

gwept tornadodike ints the 'pra-
pabescent lives of millions of American
girls Teaving in his wske eight millioh
records; 44 welevision programs: David
Cassidy Imch boxes, bubble ghm and
coloring Dooks wol to mention mitlions
of teen magazines, bumpes stickers, wall
posters, love-beads and phote alboms.

Virtually unknown in the pider werid of

rock andiences, David is an idel to tele- -
His rige to fawie began marve than two

vision muttitudes and §

years 50 when he sppeared in television

progeaims like “Irenside,” “Bongnza,™ -

and “Mezreus Welby. M.ID." And when he
landed the role of a dying bﬂ{ on “Medi-
cal Cenler,' he unmistskably began to
capture the hearts of yolng viewers.

Then came the role as Keith Partri
in the weekly television series, *
Fartridge Family,”" whicli is aboul an
alldn-the-family rock group bearing a
slight resemblance to the sariier but less
chavizmatice Coweills.

ei HEN Parlridge Family started,
David was 20 years old. But wilh his
exceptionally preity face and tiny veice
he passed as the bomney 16-year-old som
in the fumily of five children whe live in
the suburbs and make their living as a
rock and roll hand.

The light-hearted serics  alsp  slars
Acadamiy Award winner Shirley Jones,
David's resl-life stepmother, as the

oung widow who heads (he musical

amlﬁu

. The basi¢ premize of the program is
shmple: the kids form the group and de-
cide that they need apother fermale voice.
Deciding that Mom is *“it"” they recruit
her and their first homemade record be-
commes number cne on the charvts.,

- From ihat point on, their lives fake on
a Cinderells-like guality. Incorporated
into each program is a new song,

Only two yvears before, the EMW'E.E'Z_I"Q-
duecers had created the “Monkees.” With

the Partridge Famlly they planned to -

dub the singing when the band per-
forped, bot they soon discoversd — to
their delighi — that David himself could
sing. On the program and oo records

Shirley Jones and David Cassidy are the

only members of the television family
who acteally sing.

Executive producer Bob Claver com-
mented, “Let's face it, no TV program is
going to make any e capsule. The
skow's not medant to be realistie. IU's
enlertainment. Viewers would like to be
in that family, The characiers are good-
looking, they're In show business, and
{hey seem not to have the problems that
plague mosi people. We desl In fantasy,
and I can't see where that's So ruinous."”
Especizily since, he explained, they try
to “instill @ moral message in evory
TIOETaIT.

The show, which is seen on ATV
Mondays at ¥:30 p.m. and repeated Tues-
gays al 4:30 p.m., alsv Teatures Susan
Dey, # [wmer New. York [ashion
model; Danny Bonaduce, a ten-year-old,
red-haired, freckle-faced imp who mest

ple lake for Irish, bok whe is, in real-

ity, 10§ per cent Italian, and Susan - St

Crough as Tracy, one of elght children
who, at the age of 7%, could boast of a
tworyear caceor in TV before joining the
Partridee Family. .

D.M’II} BRUCE CASSIDY was Dborn
April 12, 1856 in Englewond, N.J, 1e
moved to Hollywood wiih his mether
uiter his parents, Broadway aclurs Eve-
Iya Ward and Jack Cassidy, were dis
vorced when he was Hve. : i
He had a normal  baseball-playing,
lite-league childhood in Los Angeles,
until he was 14 and becamie a bicyde
thief. I had a bike shap in my garage.

With stepmother Shirley Jones in Partridge Family episo
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T'd be walking home from school and I'd

- Sera bike siting thers, anc 'd 1ip il off

and drive it heme, 1I'd paint it or do
something neat 1o if. 1 ended np refurn-
ing @ lot of them, bt T sure have cavsed
some people a lot of grief.”

It was arcund that time thaft David
sfaried seeing & psychiatrisi. He's boen
seging one off and on ever singe, Also,
he started experimenting with drugs, |

cdidn't know who 1 was,” Cassidy re-

counded in, Rolling Slone magazine,
“And I did 3 lot of experimenting — not

‘emack, but prass and speed  and

peychedelios, | hed some bad trips —
tripping for kicks in the worst, mmst
paranoid places.. “But I wasn't taking
drugs seriously, I odidn't want to be a
Junkie. A few of my friends died, oom-
mitted suicide astually,

“Then T came down wilh Toongnn-

- -clepsis and spent three months in the
- house. No socializing, no getting high —
© thinking, And I found oul I cured o fot

about myszell, I wanted fo achieve
E?melhmg and do demething with my
ail, = . ok i

HE WENT BACK to scheol. After gra-
duwatinyg Erom Hexford High Schoel in
Beverlr Hills, he joined the Los Angeles
Theater Group und uppearcd in their
production of “And S ‘o Bed.**
Refurning to New York, David oot a
joh as a delivery boy in the garment
district and attended {he Dawid Craig
School of Musical Comedy at night. He
then auditioned and won a co-starring
part in his first Brosdway mesical,
“The Iig Leaves Are Falling.”
“Fig Leaves folded like a tent,” re-
counied Dayid's manqger Rulh Aaa-
rons. “Then I told David, ‘Look, you've
ot two wars to go: you can stay in
ow Yok for seven years and lesrn fo
art or, you can coine back o Log Ang-
eles and be a star.”

Five weeks after returning to Holly-
wood e went Drom esaroing 3150 a day
to television st atar roles. And then
cq?'se the seript for “The Partridse Fa-
mily."’

“When I firet read the script, I
thought it was terrible. I was thinking
about saying these dumb lires like ‘Gee
Mem, can I borrow the keys to lhe
car?’ T just couldn't being my=ell to do
ht after doing all ihe heavy things T've

D\Tl&.”

And he had the same repclion to fhe
music he was asked lo perform firsl as
parl of the Puriridge Family and later
on hiz own.

“When I first got into the studio, 1
gaid to the producer, Wes Farrell, T
don't wont to cot bubble-gum records.’
And he said, "No man, we're nel going
1o cut bubble-gum recovds” ’

Bui business is business, and consid-
ering that the average age of a David
Cassidy fan Is 11 wears, his five gold
singles and the Family's four gelden
alums contain songs which sppesl {o
that age group's kes of romantic love.

FO]I THE LAST year, pre-teen idel
David Cassidy has been on cencert
iours. In Mew YVork's Madison Sguare
Garden, the audience was swelled to ca-
pacity by more than 20,008 screaming,
sign-carrying leeny-hoppers.

“If's a high poing out on 1hat stage,’
ho teld a Hol Steme correspondent.
“You look avound and ib’s all there for
you, people loving you like that. T'mt
doing what I Jove (o do mosi, snging,
And T'm singing for people who would
rather hear moe sing ihan anybedy else
in the world.

“There's one song I do, T Woke Up In
Love This Morping," and I found & place
where I can sort of point to them
{people in the andience), And they each
think I mean them, and I do."”

“Whew," he wheezed excitedly, “Let
me get out there, Let e do it.”
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