' Woes of a

teenage star
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ere’s no place to hide,

not even in the men’s room!’’

Probably no one ever became
a top teenage idol as fast as
David Cassidy. Within a few
weeks after the debut of “The
Partridge Family” on the ABC
Television Network he had two
top selling single records plus a
gold album, “The Partridge
Family.” Magazines with teen
and sub-teen readership quickly
started the still-honored custom
of running David Cassidy
covers and stories with every
issue. His weekend concert
dates were sell-outs. His
popularity contributed to
making “The Partridge Family”
one of the the hits of the season.
He moved from a cottage fur-
nished largely with apple crates
and a bare matiress to a luxury
hilltop home.

MNaturally, there has been a
price to pay. The taken-for-
granted niceties of privacy and
leisure have practically been
banished from his life.

A NORMAL date—dinner
and a movie—are out of the
question. “The last time [ went
to a movie, kids—and their
mothers—were crawling over
their seals trying to get at rie.”
After a few mob scenes at
supermarkets, he no longer does
his own grocery shopping. Last
summer, while ﬁlmmg a “Par-
tridge Family' episode at
Marineland, he was forced to
run from a horde of screaming
girls and found there was no
place to hide—not even in the
men's room.

David says he has time for
one meal a day. In addition 10
the 10- or 12-hour days spent

\filming the series, and doing 1 vade.”

weekend concerts around the
country, there are myriad
business details—dealing with
record producers, filmmakers
(he has considered many scripts,
but hasn’t had time to make a
movie yet), investment advisors,
and interviews, interviews. in-
terviews.

What has been the effect of
this phenomenon upon a young
man just turned 21? Has he
gone on an “cgo trip,” or has

ne, on the other hand, become
calloused by a world populated
largely by skillful men deter-
mined to help him—and them-

NEITHER, in the opinion of
those who know him. He's a
very likable young man, con-
siderate, receptive, with self-

composure tinged with just a
hint of shyness,

- “I never dreamed of this sort
of thing happening to me,” he
said. “Who does? Two years
ago 1 was just another working
actor tmng to improve at my
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