He needs credibility, not money
David Cassidv has-had it with jl.lﬂk c

United Press Interaatbonat

So the world bas lost another mechanical pop
star and gained — well, just what it has gained re-
mains to be seen.

1 suppoge they looked at me as someone who
wasn't grateful for just having the opportamty to
make any kind of record or for being wealthy at 21.
They felt it should be enough. but it wasn't It was
okay if you wanted to make junk. But it's potokay i
you're making junk snd yoo have aspirations of
doing more.”

The speaker is 5vear-old David Cassidy. the
baby-faced singer who rode a mindless TV situation
eomedy called “The Patridge Family™ to a carefully
coneoted pop stardom. Now he’s trving to break
Irom his old image. i

‘To Prove Artistry

*Credibility i3 the whole point,” says Cassidy.
At this point I ain't woeking for money. I kappen to
b im a very fortunate position — a luxuricus position
— where I don’t iave to work for money. T'm make-
ing records for the first me to IE'\'"E‘II who I am as an
ariisl."

The vehicle for bridging this particular eredibili-
ty gap is a rew zlbum, “The Higher They Climb, The
Harder They Falt" {RCA APL 1-1066). which de-
scribes the rapld cise ahd even more predipitdus fall

_of a pop star. Despite Cassidy's own admizsian of his
present “lusurions position. ™ he insists that Hhispe's
mnre antobiographical truth than fietion in the tale,
which cimaxes with a dialog betwesn the hern and a
hobo, sharing & botile of cheap wine on 2 park
bench.

“#& lot of it's tongue-in-cheek, obviously.™ says
Cassidy. “'But onderstand that its ecoming from
somenne who's gone theough an incredible fall, amm
dorally. [ went thraugh s toss of identity, becavse of
the merchandising, the comic books, the fabricated
image of thai televizion show.”

Pokes Fun At Self

“The Higher They Clirth™ i nn wark of art, bat

it does have its bright spots. one of which is the pre

viously noted dialog, ealled “Massaere ar Park

Bench.” which shows that Cassidy is at lesst not

afraid of making fun of himsalf,
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There are also three pretty good tunes on the
alburn, one of which (“Fix of Yoo Love™) was writ-
ton by Cassidy. Best of the lot is an old Beach Boys
sang, “Darlin,” micely reworked with the help of Flo
& Exidie, who used to be the Turiles. Finally, there's
the single, “Get It Up For Love.” which features
such lomdnaries as Richie Furay and Carl Wilson on
backing vooals.

Cassidy has no illusions about estaklizhing him-
sl as & =ole artist on the basis of = single album.
And he plans no personal appearances until & new
audience ha: bean found

May TmrAnll

“1 couldn't do soy of those old hits,™ he says. “It

wpuld be like doing somebody else's songs bt i1

" take time for people to reevaluate me a8 a0 arlist, a

writer, a player. Two of three slbums from now; if
the experisgce chenges and there {5 an imterest in
e, then maybe 3 tour."

And i it doesn’t work oot — well_ st least David
ledy dogsn't have to worry ahl:mt ending up on
‘soame park bench.




