~David Cassidy tries for a new image

NEW YORK —- In the early
s, s BllBons of Anteriean girly
prl away lhoir Barbio dulls amd
ok up David Cassidy. y

They walched him on The
Partridge Family, boughl his
retireds, milended his canceris,
read  David  Cassidy  comic
banks, chowed Pavid Cassidy
hufble gum, pul David Cassidy
pslers on Ueir hodroom walls
antd fonk their peannl Gaoller
sandwiches 1o school in David
Casstdy Tunch hoxes,

Thanks largely o his some-
timies Bysterical prepubeseent
foflowing, David Cassidy, ai {he
age of 24, was earning more
mancy i & single nighl than
mosl people malke in years. fle
sold 3.5 million copies of his

Bisruesl singfe, 1 Think 1 Love .-

Yo, One afternoon in Houslan,
e fidled 56,000 scals in the As-
troime twice,

His coreer bronghi him a Cor-
volle, 3 mansion in ochg, Ca-
lifornia, and an income in ex
eess of S250,000 a wear. OF
enbirse, e hated i A year and &
it aen, be decided that he
copld mal siend il anolher min-
BhE,

Fowalhed away from iL" he
spid. "1 stnpped  lowring,
stoppod doing caneers, stapped
daing e merehadising,
Stopped  daing  fhe  tebevision
shuvw, siopped doing milerviews,
siapaed recording,

cwibal 1 really  stopped
doing,'” he said, “was feeding a
michine thatl wis ersaling an
image thal was manufacturod,
fabricadod, Talse '

e Bs a mellawer 25 vears obd
i, g Liepnipht he saws thal he
orieh enmugh nob o hove Lo
wirlt agaip, he hag rocontly
crrerged frm self-imposed ob-
Hvian Lo restine his musical
carcer. RCA has jusl releosed
his album, the first that Wr
Cagsidy has meade in foo yoears,

amd lie has cwibovked on s

bierniiional four By plug it

As bt sprawled in s cormer of

bk il @l the Plasa Holed (e
afber day, Mro Oassidy's chaii-
iry loedes secnted o Tave laken
on & Eeuch maere sirepglh, @
biktle nradoriby; wiggh he siill
vetaing e essenlinl delicaie
predeiness  thal  young  gicls
ighl envy a5 el s Twst
afior.

The Tooked very much the Kid
mapand, witle his white  Feds
propped wp o e calfee {ablie
astth his durlt plasses femly in
plove while he Glled bosiness
vk o tefophong eadicd againsg
Wiy eheels,

A photographer was presend,
aned M. Cassidy's dark glossoy
shayed b place as loog as the
shasbier vhicked, 0 woke up lble
airel iy oyes are swollen,” hbe
said, adding hal he had gol 13
howirs™ sleep the previous might
and npae the mighl belore. “And
your dida't tcll me 1 was sup-
posed to have wmy mclure
iaken,” he said, wagging a
finger at his publicily woman.
“Wanghiz, maughly, naudie."

Mr. Cassidy has  oceupicd
Binsell with a number of things

since he drapped from publie

view, There are |he horses that
he keoirs on a ranel ten and a
hall liours anl of Los Angeles,
his mew house in Hawail, his
nmnske, and, be says, “a conple
of e rrvons breakidowns. '

Dofiniing hiv (erms, he spyg
Ural, e, e was mol hospitalized
for emodfonal  prolferms  and
novor sank o an aleolinlle or
drug-mduced guagmirg, e did
seok prycholhe sapy and b dicd,
ha swears, take (o his hedroom
and refuse o come and Tor ihiree
nineiis,

“1 toak & long tine 1e-eva-
Iuralieegs witad Fowanked to do as
an ariisl” e says. YL dosk a

D

long Ume reassessing iy el
tionshin wilth friends 1 lad lost
heeawse of devoding so moch
thoie o a cereer lral was ...
firhvdeafed.™

Altbsogde he oiee ol @ re-
purier, “Listen, i Hiey're going
Lo By unch Doses, ey might
as el oy DaviE Cassidy T ch
hoses,” he caone o hate the
thimpht of Biosolf as a eon-
mgdity hoing peddked o ohil
deen, And he came Lo hate the
musie Bl be owas singing Lo
L.

My record company didn't
care pheol me as an arkis,” e
sihd. ' They dide't undersiend
ney saving, 1 don wand Lo ro-
eord ilis anymopre. B's all the
same,” They sabd, “You're mak-
ing money, why not?'

ale. Cassidy amd his [riend,
EBruve Johwstan,  co-produced
the new album and wrole sever-
al of Its sengs. Colfled ‘Fhe
Lhgher Thoy  Climb,  (The
Harder They Fally, the recovd is
a kind of g - cheok ehron-

iehe ol the rise aied FF of o been
il

“Is ke pltking a wover on
the last five years of my life,™
Mr. Cassidy said. ¥ lived 1he
personlfication of e Amarican

Ey JERRY PARKER

droniry. People ne longer wanl o
Bocome movie siars," e suid,
sevaluhing bis nose with bis
ihomhb as he lalled, as he dures
guite a lob. “People warl e
Become rock and roll sthers.™
The seven 2old record athues
il he did for Refll Roecords
mulwithsianding, Mr, Cossidy

Ao ok ;
calls his new effort *lhe first
allpmn IMve made Thal™s repre-
sondaiive oF me s an arlisl”’
RCA, in s pulilicily malerkal,
says ity dhe adBom that ~Jinaslly
allerwr Uassidy o emergs as {he
hupwlodgeable, mslure  naesk
cian bis stalwart fons abways
knew him to be™

Wel, mayhe, bt he s
obyvious frail abuwl the new
Travid Cussidy Bs the Bslensivie
bad-monihing of the old David
Casaldy, Thee ane fa whom the
slalwurl Tans woere aflvacivd in
thi firsl place.

Whal was su dreeoaddel aloui
omg the idol of ooillieers of
Juveniles? T teok o parl in oo
television  serica  (Paviridoe
FPamily) when | was 19, playime
a Meyear-pld,” he said. *) Hn
ished ol 23, playing a 17-year-
obd. Thai's the way telovision is,
you don't grow v They dantt
[l you grow up.

T it beginemy of, waas sl
of B, T weas ke o leon. 1 rever
thought il wiald be anything

thatt would Be toten serioasly. T
nover (houghi people wonld foak
A me @5 Wal person on the
ielevision show,”

I fthe midsl of L ab, My
Cesidy  rebelled  Abironph 2
pever siovy in Folling St
Tl commler-eultare puirlivation
photographed him in e wade,
e further  shatiered  (the
image by reporiing ihat be
watehed a Paricidge Family op-
isnde while smoking pol and
queled a 24-year-old weman,
wilkk whom he'd had a easuoal,
on-the-road affair, emvplinweni-
e him on his sexwal prowess.

“The melwork wenl herserk;,
Mr. Cassidy said with a mca

i Al L

s

grin. *The Kellngg's ponphe al

st didfo’l want me o de tho
Tefee Erispies commmoreisl. Un-
Torlunately, # wasn't quife as
effective as 1 wanted i 1o be,

“Fvery day thal 1 was on Lhe
=00, Mr. Cassidy safd, I refut-
e o mysell as the Billy Gray of
tia "7s.

“Hemember Billy SGrav? (e’

played Bod on Falher Koaws
Bosk. Al that “Fley, Mom, ¢an d
horrow the keys (o the car? i,
ap, can T go to lhe prom!™
Sereen Gems dooy HLoagaing
folls. Fifteen years lofer, bt
=N o all, they™ve found e
setees another Billy Gray,

“J wasn't living af bome e
furnily situation like Thai. My
pavents gol divorced when beas
four years obd! Noathing ws real
okl §1.7

AIr. Cussidy is dle son ol aclor
Jdaek Cassidy and aclross By
iy Ward. He saw Hiile of Dis
father during bis boyhaod gnd
has said that he Tell shemed.
Allhough e mainiains a pgood
refationship with his Toroer

stepniher, Shivley Jones (wha
plisyed David*s Malher om The
Partridge Fanily and is mow
divareed frome Jack Cassidy),
e is currenily nol speaking
his Yather,

“1'm inesinmunicado  with
my old man,” he said. “l've
never known him, and 1 never
wilk. You can'l miss something
wonk rever knew and 1 don't care
b guile eandidly. ™ s own &d-
olosconce  was  far removed
Mes Keidh Tartrldge’s ey,
Mo, can 1 borrow the keys te
the car??” wholesomeness. At 16,
wir, Cassidy was one of the U
sangs of dropouls whe eon-
verged onm San Francisca's
iniph-Ashhary  disivied, e
was experimenting with varioes
drayrs — pariposn, amphed
mines, 1D, e said, e gover
DA i Serious eser,

Mencimcleosts Gook bim Deck
home 10 his mother’'s Las An-
goles Touse., e Enished high
sehgnl, deeided against college
and came o New York o be gn
avtor. He worled in the mail
oo of 4 garmenl-distriel ey
lile Firme and took acling jessons
fram Philip Burken, Richard's
menior and father-ligure,

Terhans the niecst thing thas
1is Tather ever did for Bim oe-
cirred ot thal e, Jacl Cas-
Wiy asked his own apeni, a
savey show  business  velera
anmed Roth Amrens, Lo lock
wlter PBravid, Throwgh her, heogme
# parrl in 2 Broadway fop, Fig
Leeaves Ave Fallime

Vhen  that  show  Foldos,
Aarons repoeriedly offered him a
ehice, “Stay in Mew York anmd
hecome an acler, or ¢ome back
o Los Argelos amd be 8 star’
Mr. Cassidy went to Loy An
peles il ripht away landed
several gond lelevision shols. A
infey role a5 a hemophiliae on a
Medical Contre eplsode semd 1nl-
ters posreing Inlo the editoviak
nfrices of Sixleen Magamine, aod
that was siv mumihs heinre (e
premicrre of  The  Pavlridpe
Faneriby in Lise fadl of HN,

Whien  BDuavid  Cassidy  ap
prvared] Al Madison Sguave Gas-
dhestr i 1972, Do alao stayed at e
Plaza. Thew, swarms of yhrls
kept 1o lbhy under sfege. Two
wivls i hol pants Feund thelr
way epsiairs and lirked uiside
IHs ruont fnr hours.

O this visil, pa groapivs it
teredd (e hallways amd he
wlked the sireels of Manhatian
withouot fear of malostalion, e
ol that he profers it that way;
thal e will moessure (e suecess
il fiks e e Fugeie, nod B ferns af
anils sqld, bul i madia re-
wppttse amd i fgeliing people fo
livipp who woplde'l ordinarily
fimtent to o David Cassidy -
LR

=if they're il yow, oF if
thew e nof HiRimg you, at least it
wiil b for somelDing youve
arvepled e responsthilily fos,"”
e =il

The afum was released amd
sompet e ch he'H know whether
Ahe v likige him, pot likiag
hiwn, ur asking their wethers,

“Fpvid whaet"



