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New star for children’s hour?

Shaun follows illustrious footsteps

By DAN LEWIS

HOLLYWOQOD -- Sheun
Cassidy has a show-business
tradition to follow. Adis
mother is Shirlev Jones, an
Oscar winning actress-
singer who has also starred
in a TV series. His [ather is
the late Jack Cassidy, actor-
singer, star of Broadway
musicals and frequent TV
performey.

And his half-brother is
David Cassidy, once the 1dol
of the teeny-bopper set
when he costarred with his
stepmother (Miss Joneslin a
TV series ("The Partridge
Family™.

It’s tough to follow that
sort of an act, especially if
vou are just 18 vears old and
stardom is beckoning.

Shaun Cassidy is costar-
red with Parker Stevenson
in a new series based on an
old popular set of books,
“The Hardy Boys,” whose
principal ‘audience is the
young set. The show 15 a
mid-season entry, Sunday
nights, ABC, 7-8 p.m. {EST),
rotating with "Nancy Drew
Mystery Hour” and, on ev-
ery [ifth Sunday, "The
Brady Bunch Variety
Hour."

What is the personal im-
pact of a young acter whose
family before him has been
well-established in show
business?

“It helps, and it hurts hav-
ing well-known parents,”
young Shaun observes. “The
advantage gets you into
doors. Bul people are more
anxious to jump on you,
They think, too, that you're
in there only because of the
family. They don't like wou.
You have to be better than
average”

Shaunm is a handsome-
looking young man, blond
hair, hazel eves, a neat 5-11
tall and trim 138 pounds. He
15 a self-aasured young man
who holds conversations
with the ease of full
maturity.

In a sense, his own career
is blossoming despite the
reluctance of his parents to
see him go into show busi-
ness,

“They didn't encourage
me,” he reveals, “"For a

Shaun Cassidy hepes te follow half-brother David's

path o teenage superstardom with his role in the
new mystery series, "The Hardy Boys.”

lang, long time, they didn't
wanl it for me."

But Shaun admits he has
desired to be a performer
since he was in elementary
school. By the time he got to
high school, at age 14, he
was into music. He played
the guitar, naturally, and he
sang. Then info acting.

Zwen, he was spending his
summers, either touring
with his mother in “On a
Clear Day,” and on his own
in other musicals, and also
on music gigs abroad.
Before he was out of high
school, Shaun had made two
tours of Europe, where he
became a major sSinging
personality with two hit
single records that sold a
combined total of more than
a million copies. Mind you,
hiz singing and record
popularity had not rubbed
off on these shores as yet --
and still hasn'l.

His Eurupean success gol

off the ground easily
enough, because of half-

brother David

“That got me a lot of
publicity,”” he recalls,
"Wherever 1 went, it was
meet David's family . . .
meel David's dog . . . meet
David's young brother .. ."

There's no resentment
there. "David 15 my besl
friend,” Shaun asserts.

He performed well in
Europe, hroke theater
records, and was inevitably
compared with David.
Shaun also has his own
assessment.

"How do 1 compare with
David? My voice is deeper. [
write differently more
Broadway musical style.”

But while he's a major
musical star in Europe, he
is an unknown gquantity in
his own country. That could
be resolved now if the new
series is successful.

And if stardom does come,
Shaun feels he has been
educated by the ex-
periences of his brother to
cope with it

“David had career drive.

Now he goes through stages,
depending on his mood, He's
for, and alternately against
the business. Al the mo-
ment, he's breeding race
horses, although 1 think he
wants to go back to acting.

“I'm more like my
mother,” he notes, “She Lre-
ates the business like a busi-
ness. With her, it's 9-5
tunless, of course, she's per-
forming in a club or thealer
at might). ['ve seen whal
David has gone through, If
it should happen o me, (the
super stardom and teenage
adulation) I think I'm much
better equipped to cope.™

David had given his
vounger brother some ad-
vice:

“Learn,” Shaun says
David told him, “try and do
what's best for you."”

Shaun savs he wants lo go
to college.

“I meet college graduates,
and I'm amazed at what I
don’t know, although I con-
sider this experience an
education. I'm enjoying it.”

His mother has offered
advice, too:

“Be aware,” she told her
son, “of whom you are. Keep
your head on.”

Shaun has great admira-
tion for his parents. Even
when they were separated,
neither lost track of the fact
they were parents first, he
asserts. “They were away a
good deal of the time --
that's to he expected in this
business. But they still
never lost sight of us” As
for “The Hardy Boys"
series, there’s a wealth of
material available, Shaun
reports that 57 of the books
have already heen ap-
proved for conversion to
seripts. He was not @ Hardy
Boys fan, but has read
several recently

He feels the show will
have adult appeal, although
it is being aired in what TV
considers the Sunday
“children's hour.” He and
Stevenson hope to come off
as adolescent Starsky and
Hutch, or perahsp even
Butch Cassidy and Sun-
danee Kid. :

“Or a combo of both”™
Shaun Cassidy savs
hopefully.



