Out of Retirement at 28

Ca551dy Back onTV

By JAMES BROWN
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HOLLYWOOD — A lew years
ago lavld Cassidy had the
American Dream prelty well
locked in his hip pocket. He was
the golden boy, Keith partridge,
the baby-faced star of Lthe hit TV
series, "'The Partridpge
Family."” a bubble-gum music
messiah whose records were
certificd gold, a flutterer of
untold millions of prepubescent
hearls

He played lo packed concert
halls and was mobbed wherever
he went. Teen magazines
wanted to know whal David
Cassldy ate for breakfast. Toy
sloresstockpiled a  healthy
inventnry of David Cassldy
dolls. Kids wallpapered their
bedroems with avid Cassidy
posters. It was the star-maker
machinery al full throttle.

Apd then he quit, Quit eold.
Three years ago Cassidy called
a press conference in England
to announce that he was laking
time off for a long rest. Insiders
cxehanged a lew Knowinp
winks, le'd come hack, but
fast, The leen-idol business |5 a
shorl, swilt ride and you'd
belter let it carry you as lar as
i1 can. Ask e Monkees., Ask
flobby Sherman. Bul  David
Cassldy dectded (o step out at
the summit,

Cassidy is coming back nnu-
On Sunday he relurns

I
DAVID CASSIDY

television as the star of a lwo-
howr ~Pobice Slory™ in which he
plays 2 rockie cop who goes
undercover at a high schoa) lo
crack a narcoties ring.

1 was emotionally and
physically drained,” Cassidy
sald the other day of his carcer
break. [ was all used up. You
can look al an expericnee like |

Hearings

Scheduled

had. that incredible media
experience, and | think | {ook it
to its farthest point. From
there, it would have been a
downhill ride and 1 just had lo
gel out,

“{ wasn’l bored, | didn"t sit
around,” Cassidy said, *and
lhere was a lime in those first

couple of years when | wasn'l
sure 1 ever wanted lo work
again. But lhere's something
ahout gelling up in Lhe morning
and having something lo look
forward to. | discovered Ihat L
did want to work, I did want
somelhing loinvest my lime in.

“*Police Stery’ was just
something lhat happened.”
Cassidy explained of his relurn.
“1 feit that the qualily of the
show merited my reading lthe
seript and 1'd been wanting 1o
work bul hadn't yet found
anylhing to do, This script was
pood, the cast | Vince Edwards,
PDane Clark, Anne Lockhart,
Dee Wallace) was good and the
lime was right.”

Cassidy added thal he and
“Pollce Story'  executive
producer David Gerber have a
further agreement todo anNBC
World Premier movie and a -
possible scries beyond that,
Cassldy also has a new record
conlract with Warner Bros.
Curb, with a single due oul
shartly., So, if there was ever
any question, BPavid Cassidy
has definitely unretired.



