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Shirley Jones shaking plastic mom image
TV news

By SUSAN WHITE
Knight-Ridder Newspapers

When actress Shirley Jones
invited Dabney Coleman into her
bedroom on “The Slap” Maxwell
Story,” she killed off the last
remnants of the pristine mother
who ruled "The Partcidge Fami-
Iy in the early 1970s.

Or at least she hopes she did

“It's funny, the reaction”™
Jones said by phone, “A friend
called yesterday and =aid, ‘Shir-
ey, in fromt of millions of people
you peked somedans o poor hard?
1 mever kmoew Uhat “vou" would
do anything like that!" ™

Junes, who is almost 54, has
heen trying to dump her "Par-
tridge  Family” Image since
1974, when the series ended its
foor-year run.,

Although she wom a 1960
Academy Award for playing 2
prostitote in “"Elmer Gantry,”
“The Partrldge Family” stamp-
ed her as the perfect (some

might even say plastie),
peaches-and-eream mother  to
six children.

In LO7H she played & similar
role on the short-lived “Shirley”
show.

Shannon Jewell, editor

Since then, however, Jones'
TY career has been limited to
occasional guest roles on shows
such as “Hotel” and a lead role
in “There Were Times, Dear,” a
public television drama about
Alzheimer's dlzeasze.

ohe and ber husband, barly
Ingels, will soon be doing a talk
show aboul marriage for a new
cable network.

But she has spent most of her
time in Tecent years singing
with saymphony orchestras
throughout the world, hoping to
get another televislon series, but
nol having much lwck

“They weren't besting down
myy door,” ghe said bluntly. “And
the things 1 did get offered 1
wasn't happy with,”

Bet “ 'Slap’ Maxwell" should
change all that.

In her first appearance as
Kitty Noland, Slap's high school

girlfriend, Jones was sitil beau-
tiful. But age has softenad her
perfection, and Kitly has a depth
tha! never touchad the glossy
Shirley Partridge character.

Kitty has renewed her friend-
ship with Slap by taking him tea
nomE-style restaurant or sleak |
and then taking him home (o
hed, ignoring his prolests about
what people would think.

“She's a down-to-earth Texus
gal — realfly kind of an earth
mother,” Jones said. “She's very,
very practical, bot with a sense
of humor. She's the one who
keeps pulling Slap back into
reality because he keeps going
off into fantasy land.”

Kitty also hsz get up a
recpion between Slap and his
father, who hadn't seen each
other in 15 years. The elder
Maxwell is confined to a nursing
home in the Texas town where

Slap grew up and where Kitty
still lives.

Slap will stay in Texas for a
tolzl of five eplsodes, Jones said,
playing oul his unique version of
the old “you can't go home
again™ slory,

Jooes hopes that if the serles
ratings climb while she’s on the
show, the writers will bring her
back regularly.

“1 like the show that much
and I like" Daboey Coleman, she
gaid, “I's =0 rare you find
somebody to work with where
the communicaiions afd the
rapport are 2o good.

“And the writing 15 unbeliey-
able. It's mot like a script: I [eal
like I'm deolng an improvisa-
tiom.™

Jones also finds that working
with the show's predominantly
young erew s 2 refreshing
amtidote on days when she fecls
jaded about her profession.

"My favorite phrase is, ‘The
actor is always the last man on
the totem pele, standing there
with his hat in his hand, waiting
to take orders,” " she said.

“It's probably the most frus-
trating thing aboutl acting, amd

SHIRLEY JONES

it's one of the reasons [ never
wanted my children 1o be in the
business as actors.™

But all three of ber sons, plus
her stepson, David Cassidy, are
actors.

David Cassidy, 38, who was a
teen singing idel when e siar-
red with her on “The F'ar:ri-:lgl:

Family,” just finished a rock
musical in London

He was supposed to star with
her in a Partridge family reum-
lon show that would turn into a
series for him, Jones sald. But
the plan: have stalled because
he wasn't pleased with the
concapt.

Shaun Cassidy, 19, had a
short-lerm role on a soap opera
last year and, most recently, had
a guest role on @ two-part
“Matlock™ episode.

Patrick Cassidy, 28, starred
as  Jacqueling Bisset's  young
lover im the receni “MNapoleon
amd Josephine™ ministries,

Rvan Cassidy, 22, was a
regular on "Facts of Life'" for a
year, Now ke spends most of his
time selling cars, which is just
what hiz mother hopes he'll keep
duing.

“Az an actor, you're constant-
Iy walting for your next job, and
it's really, really difficult,” she
said thoughtially,

“When it’s your own {lesh and
bloed out there, the obvious
thing is to try o prolect them
from that.”



