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Cassidy’s
second
coming

By Cindy Peariman

i3 51'11:3 haircut, long and
pa in the middle, is
an eerle blasi from the
past

But where is sister Laurie on
piano? Whare & mother Shirley
Partridge on harmony? Where is
brother Danny on drums?

‘Where is Lhe psychedelic bus
that the typleal suburban Family’
rock band drove around in on
the hit *70s television series
"The Partridge Family” which
spawned lunch boxes, action
dolls, coloring books and hit
récards?

All that is gone, relegated to
reruns, dusty atlics and thrift
shops.

But David Casside, now 41, is
back

As Knith Partridge. the hip
oldest brother on the show, Cas-
sidy graced the cover of every
feen magazine imaginable. He
was an ieon, an ide

But when the series ended in
1673, Cassidy seemed Lo drop
from sight

Now he has returned as a solo
singer on a nationwide tour.
iHell perform Tuesday night at
9 at the Venlura Concert The-
ater.} But he isn't prometing an
album.

=1 just want to get back out
there,"” he says. "I was on a self-
imposed exile, but it's great o
be back"

Since re-entering the public
eye, Cassidy says he has been
mebbed, In sirports. In public
bathrooms. In restaurants.

His et ineludes many of the
old songs which made him fa-
mous, such as “1I Think I Love
Wou,” plus some new material

He sings in big clubs. He sells
oul. He refuses ta cut his hair.
He is actually quite sensitive.

“This feels like old times,"
Cassidy says, snaked in sweat,
standing onstage at Chicago's
Park West nightelub.

Believe it or not, Danny Bona-
dure, who played Keith’s mis-
chievous, red-haired brother
Danny an the show, is standing
backstage, sipping a soda. He
apannd far Cacgidy awith a stand-
up comedy act.

“Most people have been so
supportive,” Cassidy says about
his comeback. “They're really
rooting for me. 1 think peopla re-

speet that I didn't opt for the obvi-

out 1 kepl my integrity. And [

dida't spend the last two decades

doing bad siteoms.”

n Cassidy did spend the last two

decades al his home near Los An-
les, raising horses, He was gone

m the public eye, but never for-

goilen.
- Case in point: Two twentysome-
thing girls rushed him the other
night at a Columbas, Ohle, airport,
carrying old “Pariridge Family”
albums for him Lo sign.

"D you still wear purple? one
girl asked. Cassidy grinned. 1 do,"
he said, “but just not purple
fringed vests.

"1 embrace my past,” Cassidy
gays. “T den't mind that people ask
the strangest questions.

"You know, do [ sull hang
around Susan Dey (who played
Laurie ¢n the show), Is Reuben
Kincaid my real manager? Do I
own Lhe psychedelic bus the "Par-
fridge Family’ used to travel
argund in? Have [ ever tried a
new hairstyle™

And what is with the hair?

“Hey," he says defensively. “1do
not apolegize for my hair, [ had my
hair shorl for 10 or 12 years aler
the series ended OF course, the

obvious thing would have been to
shave my head. That would be the
big break from my past (But) it's
my hair."

Cassldy insists he was never
Keith, a distinction which was
clearly difficult for many of his

ns.

Beith was a goody-goody. Cassi-
dy, on the other hand, was ex-
pelled from twoe public high
schools before graduating from a
private academy,

Shirley Partridge would have
bean appalled,

“l waz mever dangerows,” he
says, "or an idiot. Well, | guess the
idiot part was debatable, | was re-
ally wild. Of course, 1 didn't do
time in San Quentin, but school
wis actually another matter.”
 Cassidy was born In New York
In 1950, the son of character actor
Jack Cassidy and actress Evelyn
Ward. He was raised by his
moiher in suburban New Jersey.

“It was a very straight, middle-
class existence,” Cazcidy says.
"WVery Partridge.”

Then the family moved to Lag
Anpales,

“T didn't show up at high school
much,” he says. "l would just go
aronnd with my friends, play my
guitar. T was much more into mu-
sic and just hanging out than alge-
bra and English."

Cassidy ended up at a reform
high school in California.

“AL the time it was illegal to
drop out of high school, but rmy
own district did not want me since
1 had s0 many ditching cpisodes.
S0 I landed in this bad-boy's
school

“Peaple in there are headed
newhere. It took aboul five min-
utes for me o wise up. The stu-
dents were walking around with
knives. [ wanted out"

One oul was playing guitars and
drums. Cassidy alse studied act-
ing, then hit the street, landing
spols on various dramztic televi-
sion series.

In 1970 he auditioned for a role
in @ now show aboul a mod singing
family.

"The Partridge Family" lested
from 1970-73 followed by 17 years
of syndicated reruns. Cassidy's
Mo. 1 single, “1 Think [ Love You,”
sold more than 6 million copies
argund the world.

“It was a tremendous strain,”
Caszidy says of that period. "I was
3o frustrated creatively. Everyome
saw me a5 this goody character
People assumed that light music
was me. As good a5 those records
wore, that deas never me,

“At 181 had been playving in rock
and blues bands | was very much
into the British blues thing —
{Eric) Clapton, Peter Gabriel. 1
saw Jimi Hendrix five times,” he
EEVER

“If T said T was a Hendrix fan
people would look at me with this
blank stare and say, ‘Mo way,
You're Keith. You like “The Car-
penters.™

The sudden Fame was also jarr-
ing for Cassidy.

*¥ou can never be prepared lor
that kind of feme,” he smys. *1
wenl to the teen regs before the
‘Pariridge Family' came on and |
begged them nat to put my picture
in their mogazines.

“They said, "Yeah, right kid. We
won't do that o you.' T ended up
pulling in between $25-350 million
for these teen publications, Can [
tall ¥aiu what [ made from this?
MNothing

“But I'm mot bitter,” he says,
“prabably because [ came oul of
the show better than anyone elze.
[ can really understand why afl
these child actors have problems

“It's very difficult Look at Dan-
ny Bonaduce. After the show end-
ed he was still Danny Partridge
All they cared about was Danny
Partridge. No one knew his name,

“I was a lol more successiul,
Feople knew my name. For one or
two years [ was the highest paid
solo act in the world. 1 saved my
money.”

Cassidy's comeback was cata-

Iyzed three years ago whan a Los
Angeles radio station decided to
celebrate hig birthday by calling
him on the phone

“T told them it was lonely at the
top and lonelier ai the botiom,”
Casgidy says, laughing.

The station invited him lo send
in some dema tapes — nol Lhat
Cassidy was much into his own
musie at the time. He was ratsing
thoroughbred horses. HRut he
cooked up some demas.

An art director from Enigma
Records happened (o hear the
sangs and so did some other mu-
sic-business bigwigs.

All of @ sudden, 12 vears after
his last U5, album and almest 15
years since he performed live,
Cassidy was a hot number,

He signed a deal with RCA or a
1980 album of rock, blues and & lit-
tle “Partridge Family" nostalgia,
called "David Cassidy ™ It Napped.

“But to me il was a suceess,”
Cassidy gays. “For the first lime in
my professional [ife it was my own
minsic"

ol thal he minds doing Lhe ol-
dies on this tour Thatl's what his
public wanis He knows that.

“(u¥3 come up to me in the rest-
ranen of elubs and say, ' want to
thank you. Keith Partridge in-
spired me to be a musician.™

Cassidy cracks up at the
thought.

"“You gotta have a sense of hu-
mor about life,” he says. “1 dellne

the 19705 as the last gasp of inno-
eEnee in America,

“Keith is an airhead — in love
with himsell, in love with his gui-
tar, in bove with his hair,

“{He) was a sweetl, shallow guy,
He was jusi suying. ‘Can I borrow
the keys to U bus, Mom?' [ ereat-
ed 1his guy. L am proud of him. ™

[The Yentura Cancert Theater is
located at 28, 5 Chesinut St Tiek-
els are available at the box office
or TickelMaster outlets.)

Cindy Peerlmaon is a Chicago-
based free-lance wriler,



