Poor plot makes for bad blood
in Russell’s m31p1d ‘Brothers’

By Tow VarEo
Dadly Herald The iter Cribc

Willy Russell knows how to write
a . He de nonsirated that with
“Educating Rila" and “Shirley
Valentine,” 2 pair of nharmiﬁ
character sketches that are a
sentimental, to be sure, but not
sickeningly sweet.

So whal wi:s he lhin]ul:!”
he wrote “Blyod Brothers™ This
musical, complelely written b;g'
Russell (script, lyrics and muﬂc
is sure bo make you gag or
— oF bolh —- for when it is nnr,

unbm:hly gms it = absurdly
mﬂlaul‘s consicler the preciousness

The & is alboul twin boys sep
arated al birth Their mnlhar
Mrs. Johnstone (played by Petula
Clark} alrea:dy has five children
and has been abandoned by her
husband. To support herself she
c the house of a wealthy cou-
ple who cannat have children.

When Mrs Johnstone discovers

she is gnant with twins, she
agrees one of them to the
woman she works for, which

means one m]l Erow up In pever-
ty, the other in huxury

Despite the difference in thewr
social standing, the boys end up
Iving close 0 each other. They
become playmates, with the rest
of the Grst act taking place when
tbe,:v are T years old, L means

the two brotheﬂ;. Mickey and

Fddie avid Cassidy
and Tifpl..uckengill mu:sl :u:t as

though lh![il are 7 years old. ei);
spit and fire cap guns at eac
other, try owl naughty words and
of course, cul their thumbs am:i
smear the blood together to
become bload brothers.
MNow, having adults play children
is always mhim ither they end up
lonking ridicy

or they become
tresome

Cassidy and Luckenbill ma
to do both With their inane
shenanigan: they manage (o
extort a few nervous titters from

Thurs : Fridays and
mw ;pp;: ‘Wetiw:m
and Saturdays: 3 p.m.

Sundays.

garage.
Tickets: $27-555.
Box office: (112) 902-1500.

Theater review
“Blood Brothers”
Mini-review: Bloody awful. =T
Location: Shubert Theatre, = %ﬁ
22 W. Monroe, Chicago. i i
Times: 730 p.m. Tuesdays-  [Rapae ;,ﬁc::"lm

Parking: $6 in the Grant Park [
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heir privcin, skipping, and by
r pra skipping a :
ing ome hngs%;:r Lhesm ko grow up.
When they return in the sacond
aect, they are i4, and the pvl;;,r0
wright 'felt obligated

demonsirate thal the boys have
hecome interested in girls.

ogles & girlie ma; slm Eddie
Joins him &t & sh porn Glm,
and they both develop an interest
in the same leggy neighborhood
girl.

B:.r the time these bays reach the
of 18, they have turned the
into a cute-fest

Bul this 15 & melodrama, one se

overblown that a caped viliaan
Ewarlin Im;m mugtache would bhe
at
Instead of such a villain. howey-
€r, Russell I;m“‘“ a narrator
who speaks in rhymed couplets:
“It was one day in dctober when
the caim was ¢oming down, |t was
ome day in October when someone
sa%d the b n Wwas il;l town 'b:r
v make narrator, played

Mark MeGrath, sound more for-
%iddm g, ::; :It:mlara a:?dm

e L Bob Tomson, a
hit m'wrhemmm to hiz voice,
makung him sound a little like the

elr]g Elvis
Dbhviously the purpose of this
play is to show how drastically
upbringing afiects the develop-
ment of children Here yoa have
twin 5, similar and perhaps
identical in genetic Endmlmmt
Yel one grows up to be a
ed lown {rtl‘ma thle the o
ends up unemployed
That message may seem par:
fectly obvrous, but Russel! 1s tak-
ing no chancas — at the end of the
Elay he has the narrator intone,
do we blame superstition for
what has come to pasz? Or do we
b&nm: anethmg that we know as

The plot 15 insipid, the Tyries are
inmocuous and misic s bland
and ve, but the production
at the Shubert Theatre hat a east
of outstanding singers Petula
Clark’s vowee iz still clear, power-
ful and thriliag Cassidy and
Luckenbiil are bath smooth and

ed singers who harmanize

aukifu Mrd MeGrath, as the
narrator, lets joose at hmes with
all the fierce intensity of a rock

[il nl';ly Russell had given them
something worth singrog about



