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David Cassidy and Sheena Easton at the

Copa

By Chuck Rounds

David Cassicly and Sheena Baston at the Copa is a
fir show with a loi of wonderful and fawiliar
songs, and sef in a 194076 sivie lounge act. [ is Gy N
rrecented in the beautiful Copa lounge at the o
Hotel The show has a live orchestra and a core af ‘l\,_ ﬁ

: ; &
dancers and supporiing cast membears which are afll
greaci.

The songs are built around the semblance of a forties styie lounge act and stary.
Dvid Cassidy playe the role af Joknny Flamingo, a waiter that is thrust into the
spatfight due to the death of ancther entertainer, and immediately becomes o
shar. sheena Baston plavs the role of Ruby Bombay, the diva of the lounge who
Ras taken an interest in Flamingo, and subsequentiy fails in love with him.
Through a certain amount of intrigue, Flaminge loses Sombay, falis into a desp
deprassion; only to be reunited with her moments before she is idlisd,

The story is told very claverdy with short [ttle scenes between songs, as well as
with songs. The ensemble deftly jimps in and aut af different characiers fo
suppart the story in a sivile that is very reminiscent af the musical Chicago.
Marration helps move the stary forward and cover a lof of the transifions.

Imitially, the story seems o be set in the forties, but afier the first couple of
seanes, the adhbersnce to fime period seems to be losi. We are still left with the
gssence af the period, bul really, it seems as if if is used only as a converienca—-
when it isn 't convenient, it is ignored. The production really seems fo be more o
a vekicle and showease for the bwo main performers, and with this in mind, if
serves them weall, Afier all, it is Cassidy and Baston that we have come fo sse.
We have come to see them sing and perform, and not just act in a role, bui we
also come o see them with their oven personalities. Not oniy do we gt to hear
each af them perfars some classic oldies, but we alsa get to hear them sing
sare af their greatest hits, Uassidy seems i know this and works the room and
the crowd wonderfiliv,
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Cn Ehe one hand, this Dvpe of performance seemes to hurt the story and the plot.
When we get o see the personalities of Cassidy and Basion, it is a time, aof
course, when they are stepping cut of the characier and brealong the illusion af
the play. Af that moment, the story seems o be lost, On the other hand, thisis
what we wani o see af these performers, and so we in the audience really don’s
miind that much., For us, the story is a secondary elemeant armynway,

Cne af the best elements of this production is the live archesira--an element
increasingly hard to find in a lot of productions. So many productions on the
sirip have apled for taped music for the sake of consistency and expense. This ic
abwaye done, however, at the cost af the spontaneiiy and the dvnamics af five
performanees. so affen performers become siatic and uninspired with faped
miisic. This will not happen with this production. The archestra is great. and

theyv follow the singers thraugh all of their play with the songs and with the
aucience, The musicians also handle a tremendous variety af music and sivizs.

The rest of the company is comprised of “The Gang, 7 an ensemble of actors,
singers, and dancers which suppari and frame this production. Backh person in
this charus could be a star in their oven right. They are all extremely taleniead,
The dancing iz fabulous, Their singing iz right on mark, and their aciing is very
good, “The Gang " probably has the hardest job in the show, They jump in and
aul af different characters, dance, sing, provide some of the narration; and all
i all, give this production the substance that it does have.

LDavid Cassidy and Sheena Baston af the Copa is @ show that is a lof of fun, To
ancd see all af these performers strut their stufi--they do if very well, The story is
a Bif wealk, but because af the personalities af the cast, vou really don’t mind.



