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Is it a boat, is it a plane ... no, it’s the ‘Partrldge Family’ bus

Holiday Pﬂrﬂde entr}f to honor
popular “70s singing sitcom

Thy BILL HAWEINS
Wagerfront Hews Wnser

When the annual Winterfest Boat Parade sails along the
Intracoasial on Dee. 13, one of the entries chearad by crowds
won't reslly be a watercraft at all.

Baby boomers will likely recognize the 48-foor “bus™
decorsted 0 resemble “The Paridge Family™ bus as a
salute to parade grand marshal David Cassidy, the teen idol
who starred on the hit early 19708 TV sitcom.

“It was a naturad this year 1o come up with this idea and
i's been a lot of fun for us w poll it wgether” said Rob
Komahrens, whose craft will be in the parade for the seventh
timme since 1995, “We hope all those watching will get the
same thrill we've liad in creating the entry.”

Actually it wasn't loo much of a stretch 1o decorte the
Partridge bus because the Komahrens' crafl is a bus — a 40-
fiood former Broward County Transit vehicle retired years
ago to ged & second shed s a fleating craft.

About 12 years ago the Broward agency placed the: bus
on & custom designed boat frame so it could be a parde
entry in the anmual holidey event. But in 1992 the county
decided to put the former bus up for sabe. A local business-
man bought it to tum into a feating restaurant but aban-
doned the idea becanse of the amount of goverimental reg-
ulations involved in the project.

“When [ joined the Winterfest board in 1993, someone
suggested the idea of fnding the bus again, so [ went oul and
hought it Komahrens said,

He used it to promaole his company, Advanced Boofing,
Inc. in the Winlerfest parade.

Oiver the years the boal has been redesigned as 4 gianl
sleight with reindeer, a pirate hip, 1 “Yellow Submarine”
salute to the Beatles, and a September 11 memorial of fire-

fighters raising the flag over the Woeld Trade Center site.

I's taken an owtpeuring of funds and a lot of work for
the Komahrens family, which also incledes Rob
Komahrens” wife, Deborah, and son, Mike, 20, a Florida
Atlantic University smudent. Also helping out is family
friend Rick Gunvaldsen, 17,

Afier docking the craft at a Pompano Beach marina in
early Movember, the crew began to revamp the bus-boat in
the imuge of the school bus wsed on the “Parridge Family™
series, The family found a Hallmark Christmas tes oma-
ment that looked just like the bus and they used it a5 a model.

W rebuilt the front of the bus and added new siding (o
create the rght shape.” said- Mike Komahrens. Then they
painted the craft in psychedelic colors. Over 750 laser lights
will illuminate the bus along the parade roate.

A live band aboard during the event wall play Partridge
Family soags. Over 23 participants will don 19705 clothing.

Phota/WILLIARM HAWKINS

Rob Kornahrens, right, is busy at

work painting his “Partridge Family"

f bus-boat entry that will appear in
bath thi Winterfest and Pompano

Beach boat parades in mid December.

& At left are som, Mike, and wife,
M8 Dehorah.

“Every year when we get through with the parade, we
say that's it and we wan't do it again)” Rob Komahrens said,
“But then we get all excited again when December starts 1o
roll around.”

But the family has ezsed up by not entering every year.
They did not participate in the 2000 and 2002 parsdes.
“Bvery other year is enough.” said Deborah Kormahrens.

The bus-boat his won top awards in the Winterfist and
Pompano Beach holiday parades. This vear's Partridge-
ihemed entry will appear in the Winterfost parade on
Saturday. Dec, 13 and in the Pompano Beach Haoliday Boat
Parade the next night on Dec. 14,

This year's Winterfest theme s “Once Upon A Time,”
with Cassidy aboand the grand marshal boat, which will be
preceded by the Komahrens' crafi.

Cassidy lives in Fort Landerdale with his wife, Susan,
somgwriter, Recently he toured in a **Rat Pack is Back™ show.




