although
see that
all!  (Well, what's the

David didn't

ordinary

ything
special »
into the baskethall hoop,
skidding on the basketball
that had been lying there
next to it!

Hoop, Hoop, Hooray
MNow, that did strike David
as odd. Because he was

sufficiently wide awake to
know that there
basketball hoop in
the passage the night before

Basketball hoop!!! What
carth was that doing
re?

He snapped fully awake
with the shock and to the
\\\ctl W’.WLS of Sam wishil
hi py Birthday
Ilu h.ui.mlnll and hoop
were, of course, Sam’s Birth-
day surprise for David. At
least they were ome of his
Birthday surprises d
the only one 1 was
allowed to know about right
then]

th

Ringing

So the two of them sat
down to br in t
same way that they \\.mlu
any other day . .
that the 'ph i
ringing with fr
calling him to say
Birthday to him.

David wasted the whole
afternoon, and Sam didn't
word, David
there bustling about, getting
everything fixed for the
evening, not realising that

Happy

Sam was a good couple
jumps ahead at that game
So that they could make
(htmulp[an'm-n\! the
surprise party without David
essing anything about i1,
1 complained he
was too tred to walk the
dogs that day and pointed
out that the housckeeper
was too busy with all the
extra work she'd gotten on
hand for that evening
David was a bit surprised
chickening out
it like that, but — as he
always enjoys walking the
dogs anyway he whistled
to Sheesh and Bull's Eye and
off they went for what Sam
hoped would be a nice, long
walk!
“I almost

wish David

on the couch, trving my
best to look all in_and
lazy as hell . . . Then as

soan as his back was turned,
it was action stations! We
must've looked like one of
the carly silent movies the
way we were rushing around.

“And all the time we had
to be on the look out for

David, so I could steer him
straight under a shower the
minote he came back

e
After all, I told him, your
guests'll be here any minute
now He must have
thought I'd gone crazed or
something!

On Schedule

But it all worked out
according to plan. I

emerged from

dressed hurried!

3

l)c.lumu]l\ llcusr-llud and

the table spread with
food he had had nothing to
do with!

One Flaw

The only really important
person missing from the
gathering  was _ Evely
David's Mom. She wasstill
in Europe, continuing
vacation that had started as
a trip over to see David in
concert at Wembley

Naturally, David was sad
that she couldn't make it
back for his birthday. But
he reckoned that
be having hersell a grea
time, and he'd rather think
of her enjoying hersell in
Italy than figure that she'd
cut short her vacation to get

just for his Birthday,

The Stretch

that'll be yet
aking that
tretch
< s David
will paturally want to have
another little  celebration
when Evelyn gets back and
presents him with her excit-
ing surprise gift .

f David does
nothing about su.lnn, to |h x:
extra Calebeati ion, you
m\mnhmhus.\mMII!‘.

Another pic of
Dav
on his v

d, also

t to

Stewpot”.
= Just like David
tit... the

fort, the better!




