s always been called The Part-
I ridge Family Show as far as TV
audiences are concerned . . . Both
in the States and in Great Britain. But,
as you'll have gathered by naw, it
wasn't always going to be that way.
ha first dreared up tha idea Io'
the series, Bernard Slade, had

finally " Settied

What was mest important was to have a good
basic situation h could be developed
indefinitely if ¢ caught on and was a
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Of course, it had to have something refrash-
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being rather prettior and younger
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Bernard Slade was quick to incarporate all
these possibilities and add a good sprinkling
of music and comedy as well. The music

turned out to ba his master-stroke.

After all, there are quite a few family shows
to choose from each week in the States. But
t all of these other families play up to dah
pop music

Screen Gems liked the idea.
could work, as the Monkees had
c hey (D“n‘ ssione

They saw
orked a fow
B

on, intreduce all the characters
stimportant of all — make folks want

to see more of this family

As you know, nwm were orioinall no plans
far ctors 1o iclans. The
produ s tockned hay usical side

could be taken care of by session musicians

know? It isn't every
day that you come across actors with the
talant to become chari-topping singars —
even in Hollywood.

SHIRLEY JONES

'd Bob Claver were cast-
, their main concern was

looked right and had
¥ could mime

When Paul Witt
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They already had someone in mind for th
central part o the mother. At this stage she
was called Connie g
Shirlay Jones accep red the role aro (|.<|m
she shouldn'
 with horl
p

was Shir C‘r 's comment.

o thers wes e nflllc on iem_number
one brillanty Cos with all Shirley's
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