But at the time | told, he bit
his lip as he tried to control
the sense of frustration at
being powerless, powerless
to proventthese silly rumours

I've known David to be
warrled about his fans before.
Ha's just that kind of a guy,
sensilive concarned
about the feelings of the
people who care

But thera's also the kind al
pain that David doesn’t want
to talk about. And that's the
ind of pain that is muc
moare personal, a much deaper
kind of pai

Of course, you all remem-
ber his first paintul experlence
with publicity. You
Imagine how painful it was to
be told about his parents'
divorce, to hear about it from
well meaning friends who had
heard about it in the news-
papers.

Maybe that's the price
celebrities pay for their fame,
But no one can deny that it's
very expensive. So in & way,
you might think, Dasid ought
to be prepared for the un-
pleasaniness  that comes
along with stardom.

TENDER HEARTED

But | can tell you, anyone as
vulnerable and tenderhearted
as David can never really
become used fo pain. It just
never seems lo gel any
wasier for him.

One of the most recent and
saddest examples of this
vity,  unfortunately,
took place here at David's
press conference during his
Inst visit. The to'lferm[a
was going along fine.
press haa some mmrvsimg
questions, and | could
David was enjoying Himsat,
He was relaxed, smiling and
laug!

It was almost as if we were

the ‘party’, it happened.

Just “as everyone was
beginning to enjoy them-

selves, someone had to ask

closa friends when he was at
school. Unfortunately, Kevin
died as_a result of using
drugs. This hurt David a lot.
He and Kevin had

each other since they were In
junior school. Of course,
when Kevin began to use
drugs, he and David drifted

apart.

Butevon though they drifted
apart, David and Kevin naver
completely lost cantact with
each other, It's just that they
didn't have so much in com-
mon any more.

When Kevin died about
four years ApS (Gt Dute
a shock ar 1g$ of sicks

gl forget.
From that time on, David re-
solved not to have anything
to da with drugs

OLD QUESTION
And  when 1 watched

David's face at that press

all the sickness and pain he
had falt when Kevin died was
suddenly right back inside
him,

Again, he bit his lip and
looked down, but like the real
professional ha is, it was anly
& moment before he looked
up and answered the old
question about Kevin and his
tragic death. And then, he
politely clasod the subject

But that was just about the
ond- of the meeting. Thero
were a fow more questions,
but mest of the members of
the press present wers 5o
disappointed and awed by
David's obvious pain that |
think all they really wanted to
do was leave him alone.

1 didn't see David after that,
because he left immediataly
to board a plane back 1o
California. But | did get a
word with him over the tele-
phone about a week later.

o Ted 1 toll him —for ai of

— how sarry we

%

about that question. But
before | could get the words
out, David interrupted me.
“Ploase, don't  worry
about it. | could tell you and
some of the other Journaists
wera upset. But
I've gotten used to awkward
questions over the past few

ears.

“It's funny when you stop
to think about it. Most of the
questions are usually nuhla
and pretty interesting.
Gnly svery so ofien that an
embarrassing or awkward
quastion comes u

with all the pressure and
huln‘- :nu,« Just gal a I>me it
Il things
cnns\deru 1 think 1 gm a
mors than fair share of good
reporting."

When you stop to think
about it, David praba
get a higher percantaga of
falr prass than just about any-
body you can name in the
music business.

SPECIAL REASON
But there is a protty special
reasor. for that, too. You
see, David is a really nice guy:
no ono I've ever mot has been
more co-operative or pleass
ant. He's always eager to
talk about his plans (even
though he doesn't really /ike
to talk about himself, David
knows that people want to
know about him, so he chear-
fully agrees 1o do it)
at more can you ask for?

sy at the right

David is Roger

oy, also a Radio

One producer




