meet David Cassidy for an
important interview, that sort
of news is pretty serious

Luckily Pan Am realised
that. too, and managed to
make room for Tony and
squeeze him in s an extra

Bul, of course,” he smiled

ne

y booked, thare wasn't
for me. So | had to make
the entire tip sitting in the
restaurant”*

He re:

sed he was hucky to
be on board at all. But, when
you've spent fifieen hours
sitting upright on a none-loo
riable  chair Well
that's when you start running
out of lucky stars to count!
ROYAL RULER
So it was a somewhat stiff
and weary Royal Ruler who
staggered onto the tarmac
LA Internabonal  Aiport,
out four hours later
originally scheduled
ut there was still another
surprise in store for him
Bell had 1oid me that the it
view was sel up for the day
after my arrival.” he explained
So | was looking forward 1o a
shower and some sleep
befors | met up with David
and recorded our interview.
soon found cut tnar
he'd s\-u be ‘looking forw:
10 it for quite a while 1o come.
When 1 got off the plane,
you see, | discovered that
David was expecting me up
there right away . Well, four
hours before to be precise!
He'd sent someona from
his Press Office along to meet
me. So | hauled my carcass
d my baggage into this
luzurious. long limousine and
went straight up to David's
house.
It certainly is a beautiful
place,’” he continued enthusia-

exactly what a
qguy of his status should have
n LA, starting with those
electric gates which mu
©open by some sort of s
code, | guess. Then \m- big
drive, and the house
wvery single thing in it Euery-
thing is just parfect.”

David had left the front door
open as a sort of welcome and
an invitation to walk right in
Tony's fiest glimpse was of
David

“Just sitting there_ strum-
ming an acoustic guitar. But
as soon 8s | appeared,
threw it an one side and got up
to say M

Tony was
impressed by

immediately

atmosphere,
10 describe 1t and pin it down
for pecple who haven't
actually felt it for themselves.
inside, the place was very
dimly W, 30 thal everyinin
was kind of soft and subtie
instead of being harsh and
glaring .. There was a big log
fire_buming, too, which was
really fantastic ™

In shart, Tony was knocked
out by the whola set up! They
just chatied generally for a
while, catching up on all the
news, before getting down to
putting anything on tape. For
that they moved info David's
bedroom where he has a ot of
tacording equipment

We had a really great
session,” Tony recalls. “The
aciual interview must have run
to an hour and a hall or more.
And that's a very long time,
especially when you consider
that David had aiready been
aiting for four hours!'
In fact, Tony brought back
s0 much material on fape that
there simply wasn't encugh
time to radcast it all on
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Christmas Eve! So there's stll
fenty left to give a new flavour
¥ ropeatst
taking of repeats
Tony hopes that there will be
one on Valentine's Day ihis
yoar—just to make sure you
don't forget your very special
Valentin for 19741

AT HOME

Anyway, all in all, Tony saw
quite a ot of David during his
twenty-four hours In Los
Angeles. In addition to that first
day at home with David, he
iso went along to the
Partridge Famiy fim sat as
David's guest, and saw how it
all happens down there.

By the end of his stay, he
felt he'd got 1o know David
tairly wel. And one fhing
struck him particularly:

| think David could be a
very good friend,” he toid me,
"To anyone who was sincere
encugh to be a real friend to
him. | think he is locking for
that kind of person all the time.
But, of course, in his position,
it's sometimes hard for him to
know for sure

On the music scene, Tony is
full of admiration for David's
work. Especially his latest
album;

1l he's managed to do that
and continue with the Part
ridge Family at the same time, "
he enthused, “Then I'm really
rubbing my hands with glee
when | think of what he'll be
producing in the future, now
he'Tl have s much mare time.

“Of course, the signs have
been there all along for anyane
who cared 1o look. You only
have 1o listen to his alburms—
from the very first one he did
for the Partridge Family, right
through to his latest one
And you can actually hear the
fine of progression—aimost
with every track




