And, s we told you, the
London concerl was well
organised. Bul, and this is an
important BUT, there were just
a few major differences. that
made things worse:

First of all, the promoter of
the concerts, Mul Bush, had
planned two giant
television screens on either
side of the stage

Many pecple have said that
perhags the crush at the front

have  sea
on these

thail the screens
weren't erected was a ven
practical one. The concert had
1o finish by a certain time. That
time was 10.30pm.

And at any time much batore
that, it would have been im-
possible to see anything a all
on one of the screens: the pic
fure must be televised in com
plete darkness # it s 1o be
seen

So it would have been im.
possible for those present to
306 David, evan f the screens.
had been there
Angther uurmence itwnin
Whks City of the

o ws the
wv:nher Unlike the cool, com-

able  temperatures  in
Glasgow and Manchester, the
temperature in White City had
been as high as B0 degrees in
the sun,

Members of the audience
who had arrived at 9,00pm the
night before the concert, and

o had queued all night and
then sat all day onone of the
warmes! days of the year were
in & bad condition.

Of course, very few of the
newspapers reported that St
John's Ambulance Corps had

egun to carry people to the
treatment area as early as
4.30 pmi|
But it was true, and throughout
the night, many more were
removed, as much from
exhaustion and 106 much sun
a3 from hysteia of ex

citement
one thing more that
marked the White City concert
as different was the number of
people; more than twice as
many fans turned out fo see
David in London than the num
ber at Glasgow and Man
chester combined
This meant that the security
services would have had o
face their loughest test. Cer-
tainly they were propared for
that. But they weren't pre
pared for the hot weather, and
I believe the facilities would
Bave been more than encugh
# the crowds could have seen
David on the scroens.
Certainly, s so many fans
have polnted out n etters anvd
telegrams, David was
tastic. But the tragedy
siruck 8o sadly the night of
May 28ih has lefi a scar that
will never heal
Everyone on stage wit-
nessed the sadness with reac-
tions of homor and disbeel.
Gloria Gajone, one of David's
back up vocalists, told me that
“Sometimes Trish and | ware
very near to completely break-
down. It was so terrible,
just ... unbel

POWERFUL

And the short, powerful un
der-statement from the drum-
None of
us lied seeing people being
hurt and carmied out
And no one wanted that less
than David. From the time he
Inaed of the seriousness of
Bermadetie Whelan's injuries,
ha slept restisssty, and always
awoke tired and unrefreshed
The night of the tragedy, he
was up until 4.00am, waiting
to see that svaryona who had
been admitted 1o the hospital
was recelving the best ireat-
et And when he finally
slegl that moming, he believed
that Bamadatte would recover.
Butit s not 1o be.
with a brave girl
barely hanulnq on, David had
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once more, to face the press

Al Manchester, on the after
noon of what was to be ane of
his finest concerts ever, David
me the press.

He had o answer the un.
pleasant questions, to " tell
reporters  hat

regretted it that he was sorry
markod

that he looked tired
Indeed, as our photographer
fold me, he only smiled twice
in forty minutes. And et there
are st people who blame
David, who believe that, far
from being sickened by it. that
ne actually encouraged the
steria and pushing  that
Torrble evening

REMEMBER

Even though they saw him
on stage, begging pecple to

move back, urgng and
gesturing to them, announcing
that he would “Rock and roll
all night long” if everyene
would move back and st
down

So David has ke, with a scar
that will never heal

Fortunately, | was able 1o
give him a sampla of the post
that came flooding In to our
office.

So many people sent letters
and telegrams, thanking m\.-
and telling him not to wor
That it wasn't his fauit, that |
know he felt better.

| was able to get some of
them to ham before he left, and
Tl 6@ that he racaives what-
ever you send

But please, remember when
you send letters to David that
the slightest unpleasant word
or accirsation will weigh more
heavily on him than you can
passibly imagine

So please, le's do our best
to make David know that we
don't hold him responsible for
the sad twrn of events at the
London concert
LET'S MAKE HIM KNOW WE
CARE!

n David reflects the strain of his last tour in ¢

imes a day can be a bit tiring.




