ne of the hardest things for

David to face in that first

year of so many great changes
was something that no one likes to
face. After all, if you're coming up
for 21 years of age, and all of a sud-
den you discover that it’s no longer
enough to be just yourself, but that
you must be a star, it can be a bit
demanding.

As David says, '*| guess that it was
about the biggest shock | had when |
discovered that | had to be outgoing
nearly ail the time.

*| mean, like everyone, | have quiet moods.
There are times when all | wan! 10 00 s 1o relax
and think things out for awhile. But there are
8lso times when | want to go places and do
things, and meet people.”

The big change for David was that, as a
public property, he could no longer decide what
he was going to do when he wanted to.

BIG SHOCK

It must have been a big shock—just think
about . Only six months before, David had
been rying to keep working and developing his
falent. His roles in fronside and Marcus Weldy
MD. had been good experience, but they
hadn't subjected him to anything like the rigours
of a regular series and a recording career.

But on top of all that, there was the sheer
demands of success, not just as a singer and
actor, but s astar 1o be faced

And that meant meeting the press raguiarly,
at any available moment
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“There weren't all that many moments left
‘After all, with

and the recording
it left me just about

the

shooting schedule
schedule 1o consider,
enough time 1o have lunch with one reporter

and dinner with ancther

“And | guess maybe | also had time 1o
squeeze in one interview at broakfast as welll

At first, the novelty was more than enough to
make up for the nuisance. But after a few
months of being hounded by journalists and
photographers, all asking the same ques!
and trying to pry secrets out of him, even an
easy going guy Wike David found that he had
im

The guestion that bothered him most, of
course, was the ona about his age. "Pwnlr
kept wanting to know if it bothered me, at 20,
ph ing the role of Keith Partridge, i

Of course, it didn't at first . . . not untd the
question had been asked twenty times! But
David was quick to defend his decision to play
Kaith.

1 don't regret playing Keith Partridge. Any
actor can tell you that one of the big advantages
n & saries is being allowed to davelop a charac:

Kaith was ideal for that. | mean, # you start
out with lines like 'Ges mom, can | have the car
tonight,” things can only improve!

“But seriousty, | think that Keith and | sort of
had a lotin common to begin with. Here he was,
just a young guy, who all of a sudden is thrown
up into the entertainment world.

“Before that, what had he done? He was just
& school kid, taking things as they come when,
all of a sudden, he becomes a star.”




