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David Cassidy is, and, just to prove it, consider
his birthday celebration fora minute.

To begin with, David invited a few of his
friends over o his house in the afternocn. Most
of them were musicians and actors as well, of at
least somehow involved in show business, so
they were especilly grateful, both for the
chance 10 $68 each other and the holiday!

One thing which was especially significant
about David's twenty-first birthday is hard, |
think, for us to understand. You see, in sema of
the states in America, it's against the law to take
aven a single drink befors your twenty-first
birthday.

Well, those days were over! “Everybody kept
making comy jokes about me being 'legal’, and
averyone brought something to drink when
they came around.

“I wouldn't exactly say that we overdid it, but
I think we were all feeling pretty good. But It's
hard to say whether or not it was the drink or
the companionship.”

The afterncon passed on with lots of laughter
&nd a few snacks, as well 5 a quick dip in the.
pool, but as evening began to fall, everyone
was feeling a bit hungry. So Sam came up with
a brainstorm why not go out to dinner? All the
group agreed, and they only agreed on one
candition—David was not o pay for a single
thing!

Everyone knew that David was keen on
seafood, and someone suggested a small, inti-
mate seafood restaurant in Venice, California.
That's a small, pleasant town on the coast,
about 45 mies from where David was iving at
the time.

So it was seftied. “How could | argue on my
birthday, " laughed David at the memory. * Thare
| was, twenty-one, surounded by my best
friends, and starving!”

Off they drove, sharing cars and relishing a
quiet meal, well, not too quiet, perhaps. but
pleasant all the same! David ordered an
enormous bucket of one of his favourite foods
—steamned clams.

And, of course, thera was somathing else on
the menu that gave David a great deal of
pleasure to order—a bottle of winel “Of
course,” as he told me, “it gave me a kick to
order my first bottle of drink. | had had wine

before, of course, but it was relly something to
order that first bottie.

“And the group wera really funny, they made
the poor waitress check my identfication
betore they would let her serve the wine.”

Buthis birthday, the first aiter his phenomenal
rise to public stardom in the first season,
brought another surprise. This one wasn't 50
privale, but It was every bit as gratifying, and It
made David feel a remendous rush of pleasure.

‘When | got home and rang my answering
service, | found that the Partridge Family Fan
Club had rung, and left a message. That wasn1
unusual, and David popped in the next evening
fo see what they wanled. And that was the
biggest, bulkiest, most astanishing surprise of

"

“There was an entire room, with presents
and s and packages, not lo mention the
latters full of birthday greatings,” Dawd told me
“I just couldnt believe it—it was the most
amazing sight | had ever seen!

And David didn't want to miss a thing, either
So he rang up half a dozen friends to come
down and help him. He wanted to see
uvumnmgasn was opened.

| would be unwrapping somathing,” he told
me, “and then someane weuld shout 'Hey, lock
at thist', and I'd go over o have a ook Bul by
the time | had seen 1, someone else would give
me a shout, and I'd run over fo see what eise |
had received.
“Eventually, | think | saw everything, and |
managed to read the letters and cards as well,
although that ook just a bit langer.”

"1 guess it just never dawned on me that
anyone 'd never met coukd care anything about
me. But | learned pretty quickly.” And that
caring became mutual. David, who was really
dragging sometimes, would now know that it
wasn't i vain.

“Sure,” he said, “I knew that the show's
ralings were good, and that we were popular,
But somehow, reading all those cards and
lotters on a day thal | thought was only
mportant fo me,. it just all of a sudden
‘egistered
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