papers turned a quiet holiday
into a front page story,

I'm not blaming them, for a
number of reasons, First of all,
I tend o agree that anything
David does is worthy of atten-
tion. I just wish that the
pleasant side of his life was
given more attention.

But, furthermore, there is
another reason for not blaming
the regular press on this
matter, You see, they are only
writing about David when he is
“news”, when he does somc-
thing that attracts the interest
of the entire public. That
means, of course, that they are
largely unaware of what is
really going on in David’s life,

So of course, they must leap
to conclusions about what is
bappening, and sometimes
they make mistakes.

Let me assure you, David is
far from marraige at the
moment, And | can assure you,
be's going to spend a lot of time
thinking about it before he
actually does decide to be
married.

However, that's not to say
that David doesn't have a very
special girlfriend. He docs, and
her identity is known to all of
us—the lucky girl is Susan

Before you get excited, Iet
me assure you that Susan is &
giliriend in the strictest sense
of the word. By that [ mean
Bat she s o frend. She is
David's friend in just the same
way that you and | have girl
friends

As David himself says, “Its
really funny, but after all the
time that we spent on The Part-
ridge Family set, acting as
brother and sister, she's
become like a real sister to me.

Susan told me “Its really

funny, because, even though
Daricwas falrly pogulae before
The Pariridge Family it was
nothing comparcd to the fame
that he's achieved since then.
“Why, when 1 first met him
he had never even been in a
recording studio! So in a way,
I've been able to wateh him
grow and develop info a very
fife actor, as well as a singer.
1 wondered if David had

“Well, yes and no,”
told me. “I mean, of course
he's changed as an actor. He's
more confident, more sure of
what he's doing, and his fech-

" she continued,
the talent was always there
right from the start. But [
think it's more polished now.
“But in some ways, he hasn't
changed at all. You know how
same people begin to think that
they're the nt

most im
people in the world, just
because they have a few
suceesses?

“Well, ever since David

began 1o achieve his absolutely
enormous success story, he's
stayed the same kind, thought-
ful guy as always. | guess that's
one way he'll never change.”

1 asked Susan what she
thought it was that kept David
and her together as friends,
now that ihey had stopped
working. together. She thought
for a moment and then replicd.

“I guess that, during the
¢ we were working on the
show logether, we naturally
became friends. But it's more
than that.

**All the time that David was
in the process of becoming a
superstar, there was a tremen-
dous pressure on him. And |
guess that, because we had
known each other when David
was still relatively unknown, he

1:“ that he could trust me.
“And now that so much of

the pressure is off of him, we
actually have a chance to get
together some times for & chat.
Andit's really nice."”

And that is the new girl in
David's life.

But how docs he foel about
her?

‘ou know, 1 mean | can say

things sometimes and | don't
have to explain to her what |
mean. She just understands.
“But it isn't just because we've
known each other for a while,
No, there's more to it than
1's mostly that she's a

that

David's ks, As 1 yaidvelore,
it's nothing for a Cassidy fan-
cler to get upset about. But it

s make a few things clear
that anyone who likes David
should coasider.

He'll want someone who fs
understanding, someone who
can take a joke and can also
share one.

And Most Of All, David will
want someone who can take
him for what he fs—David
Cassidy the person

Too many people have been
chasing the illusion of David,
and ignoring the real, down to
carth, David Cassidy.

This is something that Susan
bas never done, and I can tell
you that, whatever David docs
in the future, he wen't be
wanting to share his life with
someone who always expects,
him to smile and be happy, and
who will be afraid when he's
angry or upset.

be'll be looking for|
someone a bit more under-
standing than th

Any volunteers?




