what the frue unpid of his iliness was on the
pecple he worked wit

To begin with, all Ihe time that David had
booked in the studio had to be cancelied.
Schedules drawn up long before the first
twinge in David's side were tom up. That
bothered him, of couse, but Wes Farrell came
‘around and chatted for awhile.

"Wes told me not to worry about it, because
after all we had been shead of schedule at the
time. We also managed o work out what we
would do when | did get back.” David told me.

But it was a differsnt state of affairs at the
Columbia Ranch. It was, in short, close to
chaos. At first, it locked like they would be able
to shoot some of the episodes around David.
This is pretty standard procedure in filming, and
David had made use of it before when he had
needed an exira day or two on a concert tour

BIG ATTRACTION

But that was not much use in this case.

As David had become increasi popular,
1he SCripts wore written 1o give him a larger role.
And gradually, David had begun to be the big at-
traction in the Partridge Fam

As a result, one of the things that David would
have done anything to avoid became a fact

“The studio decided to cancel fiiming the
show until further notice. | felt bad enough lying
around, but when Ruth told me that, | was sick

Still, it had to be done. There was no Par-
tridge Family without David. Of course, each of
the members was important, and if they'd had
their gall bladders out, it would have been
roughly the same situation. David knew that, but
it dicin't make him feel too much better.

Still, things were on the mend for him. He was
growing less and less uncomiorable as time
passed, and he began to get up and around a fit-
i bitin the aftarnoons.

INot much at first, but each day he could ven-
ture a little bit further, into the garden or out by
the pool.

“I never thought .nat being able fo walk
around was such a big deal. But after three
weeks in bed, | felt like a shori walk into the
living room wias a great exploratory fournery!

od reason for this.

For all his life, he had never had a weight
problem. He was unable to keep himself at a
maore of less 130 pounds.

Al of 8 sudden, there was & rather serious
weight probiem

David had lost a stone and four pounds!
Where he lost it is something that no one could
figure out. After all, he was s thin naturally that
it seemed impossible tolose any extra weight

Still, & quick check of the scales revealed
that David was short the 18 pounds.

“It had been a while since | had wom
clothes,"” he told me, “but | realised as soon as |
put on & pair of jeans that they were a good
deal looser than they had been

Stil, | guess with all the people who com-
plain about putting on weight, | had it pretty
easy. At least | could look forward to putting it
back on again!” It was the weakness, though,
that bothered David the most This was
especially true when he returned to work,

Everyone on the set was pleasant and con-
cerned about him, which heiped. The make-up
crew joked with him about having to make him
100k fater.

But the hardest problem of al fell into the
wardrobe depariment’s basket

They had to redo some of David’s clothes 1o
make sure that they fit,

So David haa to stand patiently while some
pretty exasperated people pinned his clothes to
a considerably thinner figure than the one who
hiat last worn them.

But allin all, everybody was as helpful as they
could possibly be. The director allowed the
schedule to sag occasionally arcund David's
low points. There was always time for a rest

And David also found that his voice lacked
the quality it had had before the operation. But
'Wes Farrell was quick 10 point out that it would
come with time.

And David knew that, even if it didn't sound
quite right, he would be all right atter a few
week's time

And aftarwards, the only thing that David had
fo remind him of the operation was a long, ugly
sCar aCross his side

“It also never occurred to me that | could be
80 exhausted by so little physical effort But
more than a few steps and | was really
destroyed
I didn't oceur 1o David that there was quite &
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