about.

It's one of the things that constantly amazes
me about this profession: the more you wark, the
more you become aware of how much. there is to
Tearn, and how much harder you have (0 work to
learn !

1t sounds like some kind of torture, doesn’t it?
But whether I'm acting or singing, one thing |
never resent is finding out that | need to learn
something. 1t may mean a 1ot of hard work, but
man, there's nothing like that feeling of satis
faction that comes with the knowledge that
you've improved.

1 remember when | first went into a recording
studio at Columbia Studios. | thought that | had
a pretty good idea of what it was all about.

After all, I'd worked in New York, on Broad-
way, and | was pretty surc that | was up to what-
ever pmlﬂﬂnnll standards anyone cared to

Hm was | in for a surprise! When | first heard
my woice being played back to me, | wanied 1o
crawl under the carpet! I can't tell you how em-
barrassed | was—1 felt like just saying “O.K., |
won't sing on The Partridge Fam! m after
al”

But of course, that wouldn't have been the
answer. So | worked just a bit harder that | had
planned to, and after a while | was able o give a
better performance.

COMPLETE

S0 now, that I've got pretty mum complenr
control of what ever | want 1o do, even if
ted to try and con the “boss”, I'd mn\ unly be
conning mysell. And that Is defintely no answer
atall

1 may never be perfect, but if not, [ want 1o be
as close as possible.

(2) | RESOLVE that even though I i
working hard to make my acting and sin)
more professional, | also will be sure that 1 don’t
lose wack of the other things in life.

That almost happened before, and [ really am
determined to sec that it doesn't happen again.
And I know that this time, it will be even harder

10 avoid.

That's because, as you know, from now on,
I'll be doing the things that | want to do. And
when you're doing what you want to do, it can be
kinda' hard to keep from going overboard.

But [ think I've learned my lesson pretty well.
From now on, I'm going to keep everything in
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perspective.

1 rn;\wn that there's more to life than just
doing the job you want. There's quitc a ot to be
said for just stepping back from time to time and
having a look at thi

Like I said, I've made the mistake of getting
too involved in my work before, and one of my
plans is definitely to see that it docsn’t happen

again,

(3) 1 RESOLVE that, within the next twelve
months, I'll begin working on a film. Now, this.
may be the hardest of my resolutions to keep,
but I'm certainly going to have a go atit.

So far, | think I've worked in most of the
various kinds of enfert_inments . , . except
ilms.

So cbviously, that's one of the things that I'm
looking forward to at the moment. | reckon that
it's mot too much different from television. but
F'm pretty sure that there will be some changes.

guess, from what I've heard from friends
mine who have made movies before, that one dif-
ference is that, because the schedule is a
more flexible, you can afford to take a bit more

een cases of films taking almost
twice as long as the schedule called for, but those
are exeeptions.

Still, when you're shooting a tele
you niever can forget the sehedule. The budxﬂ is
‘always number one, and sometimes you have to
hurry things up and settlc for something that's
only good, when, with a little extra effort, vou
could work a bit longer and come up with sofie-

great!

I'm not saying that Il be doing
anything great this year. But | will be anxious to
see whatit's all like. | mll) wish I could be a bit
mare concrete about it, but unfortunately, I
can't say too much unt Hnmmnr less fact

1 guess that's about all I have to say for this
month, except to remind you that m: You
should make some resolutions as well

Not because there's something wrong with
you, but because there’s everything RIGHT with
you! All you have to do is make use of yoursell,
the best use possible, and you're bound to enjoy
the New Year more than any before,

But whatever you resolve, and whatever you
do, just make sure that you make the most out of

year.

Love,
David.




