y the end of 1971 David was

feeling highly satisfied with the

way his career seemed to be de-

veloping. But he was also feeling
di

laid him open to any and every germ
that came his way, which didn't
cheer him up any. And he was due to
make his first visit to Great Britain
in 1971—February to be

s ground. “The Part
iming for the seas
jeaving David without any definite commitments
unti his British dates. Of course, he could eas
have found a milion and one things 1o fil in
intervening of months magazi
ware clamouring for interviews and photos, e
d centre. But David had given up the last
life to these folks, and he reckoned
o & beenk from it afl—it
sanity!

that he should

go om along
it caused a few ar
ments! Since The Parfridge Family had been on
the air, David had hardly stepped out of his
house on his own nd now he was
—that he should go
for a six week vacation completely alone! At
first  everyone—his manager  included=—
opposed the ides. Supgose somecnie

nised David, spread nd
mobbed? There'd be no army of fri
security men to fight them off

pointed out, the surest way of

and he got

attracting
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attention would be to amive at his chosen
destination armed to the teetn and with a false
d learned that lesson earfier in

atve. whesavar
ordinary Amaric
Juck, everybody would accept him
especially in ltaly whera ho wasn't quih
known as in the U.S A, or Britain

All plans were kep! absolutely secret

No

hints were given to the press, though some:
guesses were made But 1o all callers David
was just ‘out of town fora
Atlast he was fre
FREEDOM
Occasionally he made confact with Ruth

Aarons and Jim Flood, then his publicist, back
n Hollywood. After all, he realised that llwv
might be worried and want confirmation
was still alive from fime to time. Bul, apart |rum
that, he could be entire! and just think
sboul whal e wanted to do for 8 while.

This sense of freedom was aimost a holiday
n itselt: “1 guess I'd aimost forg
was like to be alone,” he c

gott

n used to being i
srywhers | went except the john! Sure, they
were all folks who were trying 1o be heipful and
look after me. But it doesn't take long for mu[
kind of freatment 1o get 1o feel kind of claustr

phobic.” he smiled. “And It was greal to know
that the initiative lay with ma for a while . . . |
could pick up with folks if | liked, or | could just

ing persan would intrude.”

on by mysell, secure in the knowledga il
1
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