Looking back, David I-z'ul(‘) ght to
ratain his own identity ha o Iot 16 06 lel
the bouts of ‘ruslra‘-uﬂ nrl exhausii
struck him fror
couple of vears

Evontualy, he woud van through
thanks to his mus

hat the

n‘,u-: N
tiity s an actor that way

As a musician, wuw- 1 was 00N
bacoming ob that Cassidy was
rapidty taking over from KE-thF'n-nN— He was
alrsady recording solo and breaking away from
the typical ‘Partridge’ materia his live
concert appearances clinched It Although
David was stil on the road to finding his musical
fosting, he was starting 1o develop a style of
performance entirely his own.
Most of the numbers on the show—certainly
the early days—were peotty static. T
camera moved from one member of the
to another. usually lingering as long &5 possible
on David—but there was hardly anything
wisually exciting about the song sequences.

Devid's lve act changed all that He
moved—and how! It was virtually impossibie to
separate movement from music . Someh
it seemed lika his body was actually becoming
the music. And, of course, his audiences loved
.

Tickets for David's concerts were aimost lie

n

ow,

gnm dust, the only difference being that most
rican giris, given the choice, would have
L1-m1 a ficket in preference any day!

So David's ife through the summer of
took on something of a Jekyll and Hy
Monday to Friday he tumed ug on set
Partridge. Come Frid

72
@ quality
as Keith
slough
plar
linois—it
could be any place—and. as David, he'd give
two or three concerts before the me came to
head back to LA
He reckoned It was worth it But it was a
back-breaking, voice-breaking schedule
was obvious that the constant
hual d to total ex David's
prety certain it would have done 5o an awful 1ot

A “Davic’s eye-view' of his fars during
his fast wearrtd tour

bound for maybe New York, Chicago

15

earfier if it nadrr been for Steve
road man
David was aready a star. but
appened 5o quickly e'd misse
the tough years of experience whic
have f6d im with all the know-how. Steve, ¢
the cther hand, seven years older fan Da
had acquired plenty of experien his. tim
He'd already roadie’d for Three Dog N-gm The
Turles and several other big groups, so he
knew all the ropes and, with board, D
could rest easy thal everything would r
without a hitch.

Even 50, he had planty fo worry aboul. He
was having o adapt 1o all sorts of .mr, ifferent
stackums, hails and arenas—some indoors, but
many out of doors too. Some only held a couple
of thousand spﬂ.ullm:; but more often ey
were vast places, where David feit he must lock
ke & small insect 1o the giris right at the back!

As for him, well, he coukd distinguish in
vidual faces for a few rows; then, after that, |
Bbacame more kke a sea of human bodies—auite
a contrast o the intimacy of the studio camera!
But Devid was in no doubt s hich he
preferred
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His tans, of course, were delighted. They
wera having chances to see David in the fle:
which his British fans were s ng
for . . Infact, this was justabout the time when
British guis were actually having to fight the
BBC for the right to see their idol on the TV
screen, let alone ive!

Fan feeling in Britain was mounting and was
really piling on the pressure 1o gel more of
David in ewery way. As a resull, a separate
David Cassidy Fan Club was set up in June
And at the same time a new magazine was
launched 1o cover David and only David

Of course—The David Cassidy Mag!

Things were starfing 1o look up. All that was
needed now was for 1o make tnat
promised retum ip to Britén. And then the
longed-for dat Come
September, Day

DON'T MISS PART 57
OF THE DAVID CASSIDY STORY
WHICH WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE
¥
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