t was one day In M

of 1969, when [ was on holi-
day in New York, that I de-
clded io find & job on the s
a8 an assistant stage manager.
1 had experience in the theatre
in Amsterdam and England,
and 1 needed the money 1o
return home.

It was at that time | met a
young guy  call
Cassidy who was an u
out-of-work  actor
the theatres
York looking for work. He
Ty g e
boy with a large firm of textile
merchants in the Times Square
district, which helped to keep
him alive and pay for the rent

trailing
of Nr

CONFIDENCE

t think it was difficult

id to be out of work K
because  his

manager, Ruth Aarons, also

1 do
for D

s long

managed David's father Jack,
mother Evelyn Ward and step-
mother, Jones. Ruth
Aarons d give David
confid

ntely, the play
too well. When it

finished David told me that he
couldn't go on but I advi
him not to give up but o carry
on and see what happened. Al
though the play folded David
was spotted by a film producer,
who gave him a return ticket o
Hollywood to make a screen
test

A screen fest i something
every actor and actress
Jongs for. 1Us like part of a
dream come true, A step in the
right direction on the way 1o
stardom

It happened for  Robert
Redfo Newman,
Barbara srrrmusl and finally
David Cassidy. The film in
which David was to have ap-
peared was “Hail Hero™. But,
David regretfully didn’t get the
part. Mike Douglas, the son of
Kirk Douglas, won the

Bul that producer paid It
more than a round ticket home

without realising it he was

financing a trip that was
produce one of the greatest and
t likable pop stars in the
business

Tt was loely for Davi
carly days
had were
Bit he w

the

The only Iriends Isc

David Craig
Music

Comedy
at able training
did seme

h 1
behind him

work now and again with small
theatre companies

ut he a turned 1
mother—in the form of cou
less

letters—when  he was

depressed, He'd pour out

beart, telling her what be had
been doing and sayimg that
there was always a chance

despite |m failure at so many

her
could be near him

He ol me that his me
wished she
sharing his
Bt she had o work

o on,

5 she was

a0 actress touring the country
Ruth Aarons, who has
known vid since he was
cight, looked after him when
Jack € said that the boy

wanted to go fnto the business
and one day she revealed to

that she didn't tha
David  possessed  superstar
quality_until e late. She

was thrilled when
7 e o i

person can do if he is de
ed

mi

HOLLYWOOD

Even though he failed
in “Hail

re |
Hollywood. The
. Shortly afterw
R0t a part in one
fuctions

A very good




