mportant events ever to happen in
David's life. It has been one of the big-
gest influences on his attitudes towards
love and marriage

At first_his shock and unhappiness
numbed him to everything else he
cried himself to sleep most times, con-
vinced that his father couldn't really love
him and that he wouldn't have a father
any more.

But, gradually, he started to re-adjust
10 a slightly different kind of life, Evelyn
was overjoyed when she saw that David
had begun to laugh again and was put-
ting all his old enthusiasm into the things
he had always enjoyed. Every Sunday he
sang in the Episcopal Church Cheir and
this was something he really loved and
looked forward to

First Engagement

So this was David's first public sing-
ing engagement! Of course, it was all
very different from today! For a start,
David was a boy soprano at that time,
and the hymns he sang were a bit differ-
ent from the numbers he goes for now!
Another big difference was
church, although fairly well
never d to turn away hundreds
screaming fans who had queuad all night
in the hope of seeing young David!

No. At this time his mather and
grandmother must have been his grea
est fans — they never missed a perform-
ance! Bu\ there was no doubt at all that
David's love of singing was already
strong. And it wasn't long before he put
a first foot on the ladder of his acting
career, 100. In fact, he played his first
stage part at the age of sixl And he got
it more or less by accident really!

You see, while Jack and she had been
together, Evelyn had let her acting fall
very much into the background of her
life. But, once the divorce had gone
through, she had to start thinking about
picking up her own career again. On the
other hand, she had David to think about
and she was determined that she would
not let her work break the bond between
them — especially at a time when David
needed her more than ever. Well, it didn’t
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take her long te come up with the an-
swer to this problem . Whenever she
went on tour, David went along with herl
And that was how he came to make his.
acting debut so early.

It was in one of the summer stock
productions his mother was starring in
The play happened to have a part for a
fitle boy — just a very small part which
involved being on stage for a while and
saying one or two words. So the pro-
ducer had the headache of finding a child
actor who would look geod on stage and
who was available right through the run

Well, David was available all right
He was around the theatre all day, pass-
ing time by getting to know all the stage
hands and the other actors

It was around this time that he first
got to know Ruth Aarons, who was 1o
Ibe 5o important in his career later in life.
But at this stage she was simply a family
friend and she admits that it never really
sccurred to her that David would one
y turn out to be one of her biggest
success stories of all time.

low, of course, Ruth is David's man-
ager and has been since he was 18 and
decided that he wanted to go in to acting
seriously. But in those early days, she
looked at him and saw only a lovable
ittle boy with a crew-cut who was the
son of her friends, Jack and Evelyn.

Ruth realised that David was quite a
talented child actor. . But then, she
had seen many child actors lose the gift
as they grew up, so she set no particu-
larly great hopes on David It wouldn't
have surprised her to learn that he had
changed his mind and wanted to become
a doctor or something But, of
course, David never did!

ABOVE: Shirlay, David and Susan all have a quick look at the script before the
camaras start rolling

BELOW: Everybody lines up for a real family type shot
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