1971 a show casea Ine
aunched on our Brtish TV
screens, Before very long it was obvious that
we'd found that enormous star in a shy, brown
haired. gorgeous Iooking American boy whose
heart-breaking features, warm brown eyes and
expressive singing voice reached straight for
our souls. The Partridge Famiy did well in
Britain but mostly on the strength of David's
part in them. 50 when his solo record “'Cherish
was released here in May 1072, we all knew
that David was what we had been waiing foc

At last we had somecne wi
sbout who, although he kved thousands
miles across the Atiantic. we could stil believe
we might meet one day face 1o face. He was
real, he was flesh and blood, he dressed in the
501t of clothes any boy might wear, denim jeans
and nice shirts. His hair followed current trends
but was never exireme. When most boys were
wearing thewr hair long, David's was long, but
to0 long, just down 1o his shoulders. When
omal boys started culting their hair extremely
short, David had had his cut, 100, but not 5o
snnn that he looked like an escaped convict!

IDENTIFY

Musically, Davd covered two fields. There
were the 50ngs he sang that were wrilten for
him by top songwrilers and there were the
s0ngs he'd writien himself, that let us know just
@ bit more about his innermost thoughts. When
David's dog Kula ched. we all folt the pain he
must have been feeling. When anything
particularly good happened, like David ww-\""tl
a goid disc. oit happy alcng W
David, perhaps more than any other shl was.
someona we could identify with as a parson
and admire totally as a musician

He was young, he was sexer han someone
fine CHff Richard but not in the oulragecus: way
1 trying 1o set any amazing
anything new out on stage.

' David had happansd alcnq in the 1950°s he.
ht possi managed 1o be @ big star
After  all Steele was & natural

Tommy

unaffected boy who made . Bul the world
really wasn't ready for someone who played a
lot of instruments extremely well and wrote
their own songs!

The singer./songwriter period, whare paople
expressed their innermost feelings and could
walk 0n 5tage dressed in jeans rather than gold
lame. didn’t happen until the Sixties. so Davds
natural kind of music and on stage
couldn't really have caught on until the p“r had
been prepared for him by people like the
Bealles, the Beachboys and James Taylor
These musicians fook music away from the
‘moon in June’ thing and wrote about things
which were happening now, using their
imaginations to express emotional stales in a
new way. This period also saw the emergence
of very falonted musicians who had maybe
been inspired to play by people ke Bo Diddiey
or the Shadows and by now were extremely
good indeed on guitar, bass or drums.

ULTRA MODERN

After all these breakthroughs in music, phu
the new wave of ‘realism’ in #ims and on TV. 1
time was ripe for an ultra modern type of star
person who reflected the youth of his fime like
they really were. a person who was bedievable,
yet good-losking enough to make housands of
girts sigh over him. a person with a great singing
voice who sang songs could  all
understand And that person was David. He
happened at exactly the right time, when the
world was ready for him

Who knows what kind of scenes we'll all be
into in ten years from now? Maybe space-rock
will have taken over. Parhaps concerts. will be
performed nol from stages but from platform
suspended in the ar. Maybe incredible new
instruments will have been invented that we
can't possibly imagine. Parhaps David himselt
will carry on adapting 10 ol thase changes and
we'll 58l be hearing him sing in 1085!

But whataver happens, nobady can deny the
fact that David came along just when we

needed him and the world was ready. And no
ma

how much budiences love
rin 1986, they cov 'cv\ T possibly
much as we all love Davi

favourite
Iove him as
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