For the first time—
THE BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE

Read beyond the headlines about the
people making the news...about the new
morality, the motivations and secrets of
the “Beautiful People.” 1. D. Russell
places these “happenings” in the per-
spective of today, detailing the Tate
murder, Jackie and Ari, the zepercus-
sions of Chappaquiddick, the kinky and
the kooky, the sexual revolution as it
changed the movie indusiry — Peter
Fonda, and more,

Additional articles on “The Black
American...A Civil Rights Movement”
and the “Revolt Against Education, Law
and the Church,”

J. D. Russell’s The Beautiful People
95¢ —available in paperback,
At your local newsstand, or from:

APOLLO BOOKS
30 Hazel Terrace
Woodbridge, Conn, 06525
(please enclose an .additional 104
per copy for postage and handling)

Also available:

Stop It! I Love It! —-OK, gals,
we've been saying ‘Stop It for too
long.... $1.00 + 10¢ postage.

Discover Your Sexual Personality
—Are you hot stuff or a cold fish....
£1.00 + 10¢ postage.

Everyone's Complete Astrology and
Horoscope $1.50 + 15¢ postage.
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David Cassidy

continued from page 51

want my real mother shoved aside because
of Shirley. My own mother is not in the
limelight like Shirley and my father, and
because of that she’s been forgotten. I've
been quiet long enough but now I'll talk.

“People seem to think it's more interest-
ing to write about Shirley and me, and
how Shirley supposedly brought me up!
And that bothers me, because it's my
mother who brought me up, and she’s not
getting the eredit for it. It makes me sad,
because I'm about the only thing she has.
I'm all she has in the world.

“T wish would let people know how
much she has done for me,” David pleaded.
“She’s really responsible for any success 1
have, and for the kind of person I am.
More than anybody else, she molded me.
She was the biggest influence on me.

“And that's not all,” he added. “She has
made so many sacrifices for me. In fact,
she sacrificed her own career for me! She
was starring on Broadway, and she gave it
up, because her whole thing was to be a
mother—just to be a mother.”

David said he first became conscious of
his mother's sacrifices for him when he
was ten vears old. “That’s when we moved
out here from New Jersey.

“We had been living in West Orange
with my grandmother and my grandfather
—very good people—but I wasn't experi-
encing enough. There are so many things
you lose, tﬁenﬂing your life in a small
town like that.

“You might say that in opening up m
world, she closed down her own world.
Because at that time she had found quite
a lot of success on Broadway, for the first
time, replacing Gwen Verdon as the star
ofkfmv Girl in Town, and she left for my
sake.

“My mother didn’t really have too much
money, and it was very hard for us to get
by in Los Angeles. We found a house, but
she eouldn't get a job for a while. It was
a completely different place. When 1gu:m
leave New York to come out here you find
you don't know anybody. The doors are
very hard to knock down, you know?

“The same thing happened to me when
I started in show business. But I was just
a little more fortunate in the fact that
when I started working, I kept working,
and I didn’t stop. She started working, and
then she gave the whole thing up for me.

“Of course, she said that she wanted it
that way. But I think it was simply more
important to her that she give me what she
felt I needed. And I did need it. . . .

“She did find some work out here even-
tually, but when I was eleven years old
she just gave it up and married Elliot
Silverstein.” (Silverstein was a popular
television director who was ambitious to
get into movie production, and a few years
after the marriage he won a job directing
Cat Ballou, starring Jane Fonda and Lee
Marvin, The picture won Marvin an Acad-
emy Award and insured Silverstein’s sue-
cess as a movie director.)

“It's not that she didn't want to work,”
David recalled. “She wanted a career, but
her marriage and my welfare were more
important to her. So she gave up her ca-
reer,

“It was largely for me that she stopped
working again. She was worried that she

wouldn't be around when I needed her,
and that bothered her. So she gave it up.
I know that was really hard for her, and
now that 'm on my own it's hard for her
to find work again. When you stay out of
the business for several years, it's difficult
to get involved again. Sj{e would like to,
I think. But I wouldn’t like her to, really.

“I think it’s a crummy business for her,
and I don't want her to be hurt. If you are
not ‘hot,’ per se, you have to take a lot of
rejection. There are a lot of unnecessarily
cruel people in the business whom I've
come up against.

“In fact, my mother was the one who
warned me against them to begin with—
when I wanted to get into show business
while I was in school. She wanted me to
wait until I was graduated—in fact, she
insisted on it. She used to say, ‘Wait until
you're older, and you'll see that there are
a lot of bad people in the business’ So 1
knew that I'd face a lot of rejection.

“I'm glad now that I wasn't allowed to
try acting until I was graduated from high
school. . . . I think about those kids on our
show, being around the set all day, sur-
rounded by adults. That's no fun. You miss
a lot of your childhood that way. Who
wants to cope with the problems of show
business when you're a child? I have a
hard time coping with it all now, but when
I was younger I never could have dealt
with it.

“Y¥et I wanted to run in and try it. But
she said, Listen—you've got a lot of years
ahead, you know, There’s plenty of time.
She wanted me to grow up, and she in-
sisted that I wait. I can never repay her
for that, because I don't know where I'd
be without her guidance. I just know I
wouldn’t be here now, because I couldn’t
have coped with the business when I was
yvounger.”

M But although Evelyn wouldn't let David
try show business as a full-time profession
while he was in school, she wisely helped
him to prepare for the career she knew he
wanted to have some day.

“When I was about nine or so, she sent
me to an acting school back in New Jer-
sey,” David remembers. “"And she always
encouraged me to sing, both at home and
in our church choir. We even used to sing
together at home, my mother and I, a long
time ago . . . when I was very young.”

He smiled at a sudden memory. “She
even put me in one of her shows once,
when I was ten. She was in summer stock,
and she let me be in the chorus. I couldn’t
believe it, you know? It was the greatest
thing! I was so proud to be doing some-
thing with the rest of the cast, and to be
part of it all. And in that way she was let-
ting me see what it was all about. . . .

Now he was very serious again, as he
leaned forward to make a point. "A lot of
people think I got into show business be-
cause of my father, and being around him.
But I wasn't really around him that much,
He and my mother were divorced when 1
was six years old, and he had to travel a
lot because of his career.

“No, the reason I got some kind of in-
sight into show business was because of
my mother—because of what I saw
through her, and what she opened me up
to. She made me aware of a lot of things,
and by the time I went into the business
myself I was very glad that she had en-
lightened me about it.,”

Through his mother, David explained, he
was able to develop a philosophy that
helped to keep him from being hurt as
much as he would otherwise have been by
the many rejections one encounters while
trying to get shead in show business.

“Y¥ou're bound to take these rejections
personally if you're not prepared for them,
because it's you who are being rejected.



