David Cassidy is experiencing
something very few people get to
experience—the life of a teenage star.

It's a fast, exciting, fun kind of
life, but it also has a lot of disad-
vantages—lack of privacy, for in-
stance—and there are some people
who wouldn’t want to be a teenage
star even if they could be.

The truth of the matter is that
David wasn’t too interested in the
whole thing at first, either.

He set out to be an actor and he
thought he was finally getting every-
thing together the way he wanted it.
He was getting guest shots on some
| of the top TV shows and getting
L | good reviews for the things he did.
_ Then, bang, he got the part of
| Keith Partridge and his whole life

changad Suddenly he was no long-
: " er an actor, but a personality. Peo-
2k ple didn’t want to know what acting
e teacher he went to or his philosophy

ot of film, but instead what his favorite
8 color and food were and what sort
of girls he liked.
&8 David took one quick look at the

thole thing and just about fled in
eer fright. The things he saw hap-
ing to him and around him just
dn’t suit him at all.
t gradually over the show’s first
on he got more and more used
he idea and the title of teenage
ik And one day, after he'd finished
g the first season and had some
 to think about himself and his
he sat down and talked to FLIP
t the whole matter.
suppose I have changed some-
' he began. ""I've become much
tolerant of the situation. At

ne asked me

“Suddenly people were asking me
what do you do, what do you eat,
where do you sleep, what do you
like? And I kept thinking, what do
you want to know for? No one ever
wanted to know before, so why all
of a sudden do you want to know?

“And it reached a point where |
actually told my publicist that I didn’t
want to be in the teenage magazines
anymore! I felt I couldn’t take it—I
couldn’t face myself in the morning.
It was all pretty hard for me to
swallow, but it became easier and
easier and now it's fun.

“1 mean I wasn’t into this whole
thing at first. I wanted to be an
actor, not a teenage idol. But now
I've accepted the whole thing and
am really enjoying it.”

It's kind of hard to believe that
anyone would not want to be a
teenage idol, but the position does
bring about a lot of changes in a
person’s life and each person has
to deal with those changes in their
own way. It's easy to become very
big headed about the whole thing
and think that you don’t owe any-
thing to anyone.

Fortunately, David has come out
of this whole thing with the realiza-
tion that a lot of people have been
responsible for his success.

"Has it changed my life? It's hard
to say, other than the fact that 1
can’t go out to many places now, I
can’t really function outside of my
home.

“But I sort of feel that I have an
obligation to people. It's like there's
a reason why the show is a success
and there’s a reason why I'm a
success and it's because of these
people—the fans. And ifthere’s some-
one out there who wants to see me,
or feels that whatever I'm doing is
valid and valuable, then I have to
give them whatever they want. It's

a big responsibility, but a nice one

to have.”
Being a teenage idol can also
change your relationships with the

ing you differently than they did be-
fore you were a success—but David
feels his relationships with thoseclos-
est to him have not changed.

“"No, my friends, my father and
mother and stepmother—our rela-
tionships are still the same. My
friends who were my friends before
will always be my friends. But it is
strange that everyone all of a sudden
wants to be my friend—that’s rather
hard to deal with, but I can usually
see right through it. People who knew
me before and didn’t want to get |
close to me, but who now wantto |
get close to me—1 know where that's |
at. I can see it and deal with it for”':”
what it is.” £ |

The one thing that’s suretochange
when a guy becomes an idol is the .
way girls react to him. David’s fans
are mostly younger than he is',:'_,
he feels the whale thing in
flattering.

" 0Oh, absolutely. 'I'here s tmf

I can't go nutmu{:h Ican’t
to the grogery. 5 store, but

deal with. I
people would

people around you—they start treat-




