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Jack Cassidy in person was swiftly forgotten.

This sort of thing happens to Jack often
these davs. His son s the hottest teenage ac-
tor ground and his wife  Shirley Jones s
extremely popular with television viewers,
Ever since the birth of The Partridee Family
TV series both David Cassidy and Sharley
Jones have really been riding high! The fact
that Jack 1s a very talented actor in his own
right 15 sometimes  much too often 1o Jack’s
mind —overlooked.

That Jack would become jealous was mnevi-
table. After all, he s the man of the family
and he would hike o enjov the pride that
comes from heing the provider, the
bread-winner for his loved ones, Inoa way, the
success that Shirley and David have achieved
15 robbing Jack of his own sense of accom-
plishment. OF course, JTack s still very much
in demand as an actor. He never has to worry
about being out of work, but he just doesn’t
have the same star status™ that his wife and
son have earned. There are no Jack Cassidy
fan clubs and he is not pursued by avid admi-
rers whenever he's on the street unless at's
tor an autographed picture of his son.

Professional jealousy 1s rampant in Holly-
wood and 1t 1s not an unusual occurrence be-
tween hushand and wife or Father and son, In
Fuct, 1t has caused the breakup of more
homes than vou could count! The Cassidy
marriage has come close (more than once) o
dissolving under these professional pressures.

[t was shortly after Shirley landed her role
in The Partridge Familv series that she and
Jack separated. Ther separation didn’t last
long —a matter of days - but the scars of the
breakup are sull very much in evidence.
“lack didn't want to care too much about my
carcer, Shirley admitted recently, “He felt
that would be reversing his role as man in the
familv. | vsed to wonder of he cared at all.
Sometimes I'd sav, "You don’t really care.” It
took a lot of patience to se¢ what was hap-
pening.

“In the beginming. too, Jack occasionally
lost conflidence m himself. It seemed he
couldn’t get on, regardless of what he did.

“Jack has a strong streak about him that
some think s stubbornness, but it's not, He
wan' L compromise with his standards, no
matter what, In those days, he wouldn’t sit by
and watch me become a star. He's not the
kind who can do that.”

Some time later Shirley also admitted (o
the press the effect that David’s sudden star-
dom was having on her husband. ™ David wall
be carming more than cither my hushand or |
i a few vears,” she sand, “and certanly get-
ting more attention than Jack has ever got-
len. IUs a bitter pall For Jack to swallow, Jack
has never had the adulation that David has
now, and 1it's a hittle hard for him w aceept.”

As o result of lack™s jealousy, Shirley finds
herself torn between her hushand and her
stepson. On one hand, she s prowd of Duavid
and wants 1o help him celebrate his newfound
Fame and fortune, bul, on the other hand, she
must be careful not to become tow exuberant
i Jack™s presence  the chances that he
would be hurt or take offense are all oo
areat. 5o, when Shirley is alone with David
on the set they revel together in ther new
success, But when Jack s around, Shirley
sees Lo it that her husband talks mostly about
fris career. This way Jack’s feelings won't be
stepped on and David won't have to be hurt

by his own father’s suffering,

And David certainly does his bit to help
keep his father’s ego ntact. He talks openly
and glowingly about his father’s accom-
plhishments, alwavs making 1t clear that he
thinks his dad 15 tops! 1 respect my father so
much as a performer.”™ savs David, “He is
one of the most versatile actors in the busi-
ness. He s great in comedy, and drama, He
15 a fine singer and he's o marvelous dramatic
actor. | would hike to be as versatile and tal-
ented as he s,

“I am constantly happy when 1 see the
things my father does. He ook me o rehear-
sal when he was making Fhe Andersonville
Frral and | just sat in amazement, watching
his performance. He really 15 something very
special, After the show was run, and the re-
views came oul, more and more people began
o recognise qust how great he s

“When he was Oscar North on the He And
She TV series, that was reallv “high camp.’
On Broadway, he has done so much that's
outstanding, But | stll don’t think anvone re-
alized just how great o dramatic actor he
could be until Andersonville. | know now
people are sending him scrpits like mad! Ev-
ecrvbody 1s standing i hine wanting him to do
things. 1 am very very happy for him.”

Shirley s also very quick to lavish praise
on her husband, “"He has a real magie on
stage.” she savs, “"He takes over, | don’t
think there’s a person who could ever take
the stage away [rom him not even Laurence
Olivier. A kind of magic simply happens, he
15 larger than life sice and, of course, people
fall in love with him. [ did. [ sull love work-
ing with him.”™

So both David and Shirley work hard at
protecting Jack's alrcady damaged ego. They
give praise when praise 15 due and they try
not to flaunt or parade their Pariridge Fami-
fv success im front of him. And Shirley works
very hard. indeed. 10 protect David from his
dad- 1o keep Jack from feching bitter about
never achieving the enormous popularity that
his son pow enjoys,

Some people think that Shirley is risking
her murriage by trymg to manipulate things
i a wuy that Jack can sull hold on to his
pride. One friend of the Famly states, "1
Jack were to realize how hard his wife has
been working to build his self confidence and
preserve peace 10 the Famidy, his Irnsh temper
would probably flire up to unbelievable pro-
portions! No man likes to think that he s
being conddled or babied into thinking he's
impoartant. And Sharley and Dovad can't walk
around on eggshells forever! Tt seems o me
they ought to just be stranght with Jack
him a chance to take it ke the man he 157"

In spite of all that has been said, it should
not be inferred that Jack 1s not proud of his
son or of his wife, He s very proud and very
happy for Shirley and David, although he
doesn’t alwavs show it, He doesn’'t begrudge
them their success or popularty  he just
finds himself washing (for the sake of s own
masculine ceod that be bad been able o earn
the same sort of recognition, It would have
made things so much casier on evervbody
concerned,

But we are sure that Jack, Shirley and Da-
vid will, eventuully, make the best of things.
As Shirley says, In spite of everything, we
love each other! We can argue and in the
muddle of it. | can sull say. °I love you” If
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