
General News 

GSF Into Disk, Music Rock Stars' Needlepoint Kits 
Fields; Newton Is Chief 

NEW YORK -GSF Inc., an en- 
tertainment complex and motion 
picture organization, is entering the 
music and record fields. Larry New- 
ton, former president of ABC Rec- 
ords, and more recently with its 
film division, has been elected presi- 
dent of the corporation. Robert S. 
Sinn is chairman of GSF Inc. 

Newton will focus his initial 
efforts on the formation of a rec- 
ord production, music publishing 
and talent management subsidiary, 

to be known as GSF Music and 
Productions Inc. 

Newton said that the record 
wing will be a full -line operation 
with representation in pop, coun- 
try, soul and jazz. He added that 
the name of the label would be 
announced shortly. Newton also 
noted that the label's initial release 
might be on the market by midsum- 
might be on the market by mid- 
summer and that a network of in- 
dependent distributors is now being 
lined up. 

Ovation In Reorganization; 
Bonnie Koloc Prime Promotion 

CHICAGO - While Ovation 
Records here is concentrating on 
lining up television appearances, 
tours and rack jobber promo- 
tions for singer- writer B on n i e 
Koloc, a number of behind the 
scenes moves are in progress. 

Dick Schory, president of Ova- 
tions Inc., said the label's sales 
and marketing structure is being 
reorganized with Bud Doty assum- 
ing the function of national sales 
and marketing manager. 

The label's first distribution deal 
with another independent label, 
Vulcan, is being handled by Henry 
Strzelecki, Ovation's Nashville 
marketing, publishing and produc- 
tion chief. Initially, Vulcan will be 
test -distributing jukebox singles 
(see separate story). 

Ovation is launching the first 
three in what will be a library 
series of four -channel sound effects 
LP's and tapes aimed at both reg- 
ular record -tape outlets and spe- 
cialty users. Initially a trains, va- 
riety sound effects package and one 
dealing with electronic sounds will 
be released. 

Ovation is now exclusively four - 
channel with no two- channel prod- 
uct offered. Moreover, Schory 
pointed out, the label is producing 
four -channel in five configura- 

tions: compatible matrix LP's, mat- 
rix 8- track, matrix cassette, dis- 
crete 8 -track and discrete open 
reel. 

Second albums by Ovation acts 
are being recorded with seven new 
releases due in 30 to 60 days. These 
will include Miss Koloc's second 
LP, and packages by Tom Jones, 
Laura Yeager, Rich Mountain 
Tower and the sound effects 
packages. 

Miss Koloc, whose initial LP 
sold over 60,000 copies, was re- 
cently on the Dick Cavett show 
and i s set for her own BBC TV 
special in the U. K. Numerous 
tours and appearances in the U.S. 
are set for summer and a Far 
East tour in the fall is planned. 
The rack operation of Transcon- 
tinental is flying her to various 
cities now. 

He said Ovation is adopting a 
philosophy of building its image 
with one strong act. Thus, Miss 
Koloc has appeared in Minneapo- 
lis, Bryn Mawr, Pa., New York, 
Toronto, Boston and elsewhere. 
She is set for a Milwaukee con- 
cert with John Sebastian this month 
and will return to Mr. Kelly's in 
May for 14 -days. Dates in Los 
Angeles, Atlanta and Dallas are 
being planned too. 

Calif. Club's Radio Remotes 
SAN DIEGO - Funky Quar- 

ters, a local music club which 
books pop and jazz acts, has be- 
gun working with KDEO in the 

Taylor Shifts 
To Friedman 

LOS ANGELES -Larry Taylor 
has resigned as West Coast vice 
president of Music Maximus to 
become president of Te m p o n i c 
Records and Publishing. 

Temponic is underwritten by 
Robert G. Friedman, who has been 
attracting national publicity as the 
millionaire songwriter who spent 
thousands of dollars to record his 
own music with all -star jazz ses- 
sion bands in recent months. 

Taylor will take charge of mar- 
keting the 50 Friedman tunes al- 
ready recorded under the musical 
direction of Benny Carter, featur- 
ing performers like Carmen Mc- 
Rae, Joe Williams and Ernestine 
Anderson, drummer Louis Bellson 
and bassist Ray Brown. Bands, as 
large as 68, included soloists like 
Flip Phillips, Jerome Richards, 
Cat Anderson, Bud Shank and 
Buddy Collette. 

For More Late News 

See Page 70 

presentation of weekly remote 
broadcasts. 

The station and Ron Page of 
Page Enterprises initiated the 
series with a one -hour concert by 
Merry Clayton. 

The club opened 18 months ago 
as a jazz spot, playing such names 
as Cal Tjader, Jimmy Smith, Ga- 
bor Szabo and John Lee Hooker. 
In February it moved into con- 
temporary groups, with Cheech 
and Chong the first attraction 
under that policy. The comedy 
duo is slated to return June 6 -10, 
followed by Miss Clayton. 

Tjader, recorded a Fantasy LP 
there during a recent engagement. 

David Frye to 
Top Benefit 

LOS ANGELES -Mimic David 
Frye will headline the City of 
Hope benefit dinner -dance honor- 
ing Herman Platt, president of 
Platt Music, April 16 at the Bever- 
ly Hilton. Frye specializes in un- 
cannily accurate imitations of po- 
litical figures. His latest Buddah al- 
hum is "Richard Nixon, Super- 
star," and has charted. 

The fund -raising dinner is aimed 
at putting the music, TV and home 
appliance industries over the top 
of a $100,000 goal to establish a 
research fellowship at City of Hope 
Hospital. Reservations or contribu- 
tions can be made to the City of 
Hope, Suite 1100, 208 W. Eighth 
St., Los Angeles. 

NEW YORK -Rock star stitch - 
ery, a modern -day adaptation of 
the centuries old art of needlepoint 
imagery, is the latest promotion 
concept to be spawned by rock 
music. 

Behind the fad is Mike Shulman, 
a young Miami -based commercial 
artist, who, for the past few years, 
has been creating needlepoint can- 
vasses of outstanding sports per- 
sonalities. 

Shulman, through Skyhigh Pro- 
ductions of Miami, which is pro- 
ducing and marketing the canvas- 
ses, is creating needlepoint can- 
vasses of the rock industry's super- 
stars. These include groups as well 
as individual performers. 

The canvasses are mass -produced 
for Skyhigh by Bradford Industries 
of Farmingdale, N.Y. They are 
being test -marketed in a kit, com- 
plete with special three -ply cotton 

Select Tony 

Nominees 
NEW YORK -"Ain't Supposed 

to Die a Natural Death," "Follies," 
"Two Gentlemen of Verona" and 
"Grease" have been nominated for 
1972 Tony Awards. A &M Rec- 
ords has the original cast album 
of "Ain't Supposed ": "Follies" is 
on Columbia, "Two Gentlemen" on 
ABC /Dunhill, and "Grease" on 
MGM. 

The Tony Awards will be pre- 
sented at the Broadway Theater, 
April 23. The ABC network will 
televise the ceremony live from 9 
to 11 p.m. 

Nominated for best actor in a 
musical were Barry Bostwick for 
"Grease," both Clifton Davis and 
Raul Julia for "Two Gentlemen of 
Verona," and Phil Silvers for "A 
Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum." Candidates 
for best actress in a musical are 
Jonelle Allen for "Two Gentlemen 
of Verona," both Dorothy Collins 
and Alexis Smith for "Follies" 
and Mildred Natwick for "70 Girls 
70." 

Entertainment at the Tony 
Awards presentation will include 
salutes to Ethel Merman and Rich- 
ard Rodgers, and excerpts from 
"Jesus Christ Superstar," "No, No, 
Nanette" and "Ain't Supposed to 
Die a Natural Death." Alexander 
H. Cohen is producing the show 
for the sixth year. 

N.C. EFFORT 
TO P,4Y 'DUES' 

RALEIGH, N.C. -The effort 
by unlicensed tape duplicators 
to pay record companies for 
using recorded performances by 
their contracted artists was 
evidenced as early as June, 
1971, it was learned this week. 

During the several weeks 
when foes and friends of a pro- 
posal before the state legislature 
here to make unlicensed dupli- 
cating a misdemeanor was de- 
liberated, an addendum to the 
final proposal stipulated that 
the unlicensed duplicator pay 
10 cents per recorded song to 
the record company having the 
contracted artist plus the stat- 
uatory copyright rate of two 
cents per song to the publisher. 
The state senate killed the 
entire proposal later. 

Arthur Leeds, Los Angeles 
attorney prominent in represent- 
ing unlicensed duplicators, told 
Billboard of his efforts to set 
up a negotiated rate of pay- 
ment to record companies for 
use of their contracted artists' 
recorded performances earlier 
this year (Billboard, Feb. 26). 

By RADCLIFFE JOE 

threads, needles and instruction 
booklets, in headshops, record out- 
lets and other related stores in the 
Miami area. And, according to 
Shulman, initial reaction has been 
very good. 

Initial canvasses available are of 
such artists as Paul McCartney, the 
Allman Bros. Band, Sly, of Sly 
and the Family Stone, and others. 
The canvasses are available in 
three sizes 4 "x5" suitable for 
framing and hanging, 9 "x9" suit- 
able for throw cushions, and 11 "x 

9" also suitable for pillows and 
the backs of jackets. List prices 
are $3.50, $6.98 and $9.98, re- 
spectively. 

The young artist /executive feels 
that this innovation will eventually 
be more successful than even post- 
ers or buttons, because it is much 
more personal. Shulman and Sky - 
high Productions are talking with 
several major recording companies 
about the possibility of using the 
concept as part of their future pro- 
motion projects. 

Illness Forces Revision 
Of Hubert Long's Staff 

NASHVILE- Hubert Long, pres- 
ident of Hubert Long International, 
has announced the appointment of 
long -time agent -promoter Dick 
Blake to the position of general 
manager of Long's agency. He 
will oversee both the booking and 
publishing. 

Long, seriously ill after surgery 
last week, said Blake would be in 
complete control of the company. 
Assisting Blake in the management 
of the firm will be attorney Jack 
Norman, Jr., Lincoln Lakoff, a 

certified public accountant, and 
Long's brother, Isom Long. 

Blake said there would be no 
changes in existing personnel, and 
business will continue under the 
management policies established 
by Long. Bill Goodman will con- 
tinue to head the Hubert Long 
Talent Agency, with Audie Ash- 
worth continuing as manager of 
the publishing arm, Moss -Rose. 

Blake is a successful packager 
and promoter of live shows in most 
major midwestern markets. 

Iron Butterfly, Managers 
Clash in Contract Suits 

LOS ANGELES -Members of 
the group, Iron Butterfly, and in- 
dividuals from rival firms, involved 
in their management, are parties 
to two suits currently before Su- 
perior court here. 

In the first suit, filed last year, 
Todd Schiffman and Lawrence 
Oshier (also known as Larry Lar- 
son) of Associated Talent Mgt. 
(ATM) are suing Lee Weisel and 
Sheldon Krechman of Progressive 
Talent Assocs. (PTA) and Doug- 
las Ingle, Douglas Dorman, Ron- 
ald Bushy, Carlos Pinera and Rich- 
ard Davis (also known as Erik 
Braunn), identified as members of 
Iron Butterfly. 

Suits charges Weisel, brother -in- 
law of Schiffman, with inducing 
the group's members to sever their 
connection contractually w i t h 
ATM, of which Weisel had been 
managing director and partner with 
the two plaintiffs, to join Weisel's 
PTA in January, 1970. Contract 
between ATM and the g r o u p, 
signed in Nov., 1967, shows group 
agreed to pay 20 percent of their 
gross to management firm. Ad- 
dendum to pact shows that ATM 
was to supply one Fender Dual 
Showman amplifier and one Fen- 
der reverb unit within 30 days of 
contract signing. 

Suit claims that group's contract 
was worth $2.5 m i 11 i o n. It is 
charged that Weisel tried to in- 
duce other ATM properties to 
break their contracts and that Wei- 
sel advised Herbie Hancock, Mack 
Davis and Judy Mahan's back -up 
band not to sign with ATM, but to 
wait until PTA was ready to man- 
age them. Weisel is charged with 
taking kickbacks on real estate 
deals he made for the group and 
that he imprudently invested their 
money in other ways. The first 
suit asks for a $2.5 million judg- 
ment plus a preliminary injunc- 
tion and appointment of receiver, 
$75,000 in legal fees, and an ac- 
counting. 

In the second suit, filed Feb. 24, 
Iron Butterfly is suing PTA and 
Weisel and Krechman, asking for 
rescinding of their contract with 
PTA. Their agreement with PTA 
called also for 20 percent of their 
gross revenue be paid as manage- 
ment fee. Suit also accuses Weisel 
of taking kickbacks. Ingel, Davis 

and Braunn charge that in the split 
of the group's funds, they got $50,- 
000 each less than Bushy and Dor- 
man and that they be reimbursed. 
Suit seeks an accounting and 
judgment. Dan Sklar of Sklar, 
Kornblum and Cohen represents 
the plaintiffs. 

Frank Firm 
Promo LP 

NEW YORK -Experience Music 
Ltd., a Chappell -administered pub- 
lishing firm, is exposing the new 
writers and unrecorded songs in its 
catalog via a promotional album. 

Gene Frank, president of Ex- 
perience, created the LP, which 
covers the musical spectrum from 
country and bluegrass to jazz. 
Many of the tunes were written 
by college students. 

Three of the songs in the album, 
"Glooey," "Kinsey Clan" and "No 
Way of Knowing," will be fea- 
tured on two forthcoming televi- 
sion series, 'The Montego Joe 
Show" and "The Cumberlands." 
The programs are oriented toward 
entertainment a n d education. 
"Glooey" was written and recorded 
by Experience writer- artist Mon- 
tego Joe. "Kinsey Clan" is by Jim 
Smoak, banjo player with the Cum - 
berlands, a bluegrass group. 

The LP is being distributed to 
independent and staff producers 
and artists. 

SG-Col Folio 
On 'Partridge' 

NEW YORK - Screen Gems - 
Columbia Publications has released 
a songbook, "Partridge Family 
Shopping Bag," which contains all 
of the songs from the Partridge 
Family's recent album of the same 
title on the Bell label. 

The folio contains piano, vocal 
and guitar arrangements of "Am 
I Losing You," "It's One of Those 
Nights (Yes Love)" and nine other 
songs. Also included is a special 
story on the family and photo- 
graphs of David Cassidy and the 
other stars of the television series. 
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