from home, making him guess what
it was she had brought for him.

Rainy days were ¢ ecial days for
Renay and David. During lunch,
they would meet in her classroom,
sitting at the desks in the back and
sharing chocolate cake,

David often thought how much
tun it would be if he was in the
same class with Renay. He would
sit right in back of her where he
could keep his eye on her, gently
pulling her hair and writing love
notes.

GRADUATION WAS
COMING

The school year was soon drawing
to a close and Renay would be grad-
uating from junior high school into
high scheol. They didn't see each
other very much the last two weeks
of school. Graduation would soon be
here and there was a lot to be done.
After school KRenay would stay for
graduation practice, so David would
have to go on without her.

Finally the big day arrived. Renay
looked so beautiful to David in her
white and lavender dress, with her
long hair flowing softly over her
shoulders. As she came up to the
platform to receive her diploma, her
eyes met David’s and he knew that
the twinkle he saw in them was just
for him.

A DIFFERENT SCHOOL

But he also saw in that twinkle
her own special way of saying “good-
bye,” for although they would still
be seeing one another, she would be
going to a different school next year
and making new friends.

David knew that other interests
would come into her life in high
school and other boys as well, but
he also knew that his next year in
the 8th grade would be different too,
and that he couldn’t hold back time
or the changes that it brings.

Still, he felt happy for her be-
cause she had made him very happy
this past vear and he knew that he,
too, had made her happy in return.

THEIR EYES MET

As Renay took her diploma and
walked to the end of the line, her
searching eves met David's one more
time. He couldn’t see the tears that
softly formed a haze over her eyes
and he couldn’t hear the tremble in
her heartbeat. She knew she had to
be brave, to have courage and to
never let David know how sad she
really was to be leaving him behind.
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