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crazy over him.

DAVID CASSIDY. To most people the name probably
means no more than his single *'Could It Be Forever', in
the Top 20. But on the other side of the Atlantic they're

The average age of Cassidy fans is | 14, They save their pocket
money for weeks to see him at a concert. where he atiracts au-

diences of 20,000 or more.

There are 200,000 members in his fan club.

You can send away for strange items like the David Cassidy
Lover’s Kit, and David Cassidy posters, bubble gum. colour siides.
lunch boxes. 3D posicards. dolls. dresses and books. They're on
sale throughout America and Canada.

In America he®s the biggest thing since the Monkees.

Docs he ever wish that he were part of @ group. so (hat the funs’
aifections could be divided between a few others?

*Oh yesh, I've often wished T'had other people. around.™ he told
me last week, “The Beatles weren't in my position because every
thing there was divided equally. When you're alone vou're being

watched every moment.

| can't trip off ‘on my guitar
even for a few minutes. 've got
to constantly (ry to please all
those people by myself.™

Cassidy plavs the part of
17-year-old Keith Partridge in
the American TV series “The
Partridge Family™, now in its
third year. But he's really 22,

When he auditioned for the
role the prodecers didn't care
whether he could sing or not.
They just knew his pretty face
would make their series suc-
cessful. - They couldn’t believe
their luck when they found that
he could sing.

After playing 4 pop star for g
season he then became one. do-
ing solo gigs at hoge siadiums
whenever he wasn't on location.
His two concerts -at the 10,000
seater Garden State Aris Cen
re sold oul one month in ad-
Vance.

: “Thc adults in America are
picking up on me now." he said.
“The age groups seem bo rin
from 10-16 then from 25-50. A
lot of whole families sometimes
come (o2& me when I'm in
oW

Do vou eéver fear [or vour
life?

“Yeah, 1 get really scared
when it gels out of control.
When |'was in England in Feb-
ruary | found that English girls
demand a lot more of you.
They're strong. positive and
very physical. and will g0 1o
any length to get at you.

“l get, scared because they
hurt me sometimes. ¥know.

DAVID CASSIDY

scratches  and minor  cuts.
They're all pouncing on me.
Apparently they love wvou to
death. It has been very frighten
g at times. but not too oftén.
because the seécurity is usually
very good.™ .
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sell in millions. so he has more
going for hen than just acting
and hLve sppearances. The
American  “Life” magazine
recently declared that he made
around $250.000 last year.
He's not much of & Nasher as
far as money is concerned. You
won'l see him an LoA. visitin
exclusive clubs He doesn

have a: fteet of limousimes with
imiformed chauffeurs. He goes
for clothes that are comforiable
rather than fashionable and
prefers o lead his own life rath-
er than having his manager or
PR tell - nim when o smile.
dance.. sign outographs or
answer fan mail.

*1 just do what I want, wear
what 1 want and say what |
want,” he savs with detérmina
ton. “The people surrounding
mie rust [l 'use my diseretion,

“I'm now living in a nice
house with  three-and-a-half
acres in Encino. Califorma. I've
had 1o move house three fimes
up to now becsuse fans have
discoversd my address. Bui |
love this one and I've no inten
tion of moving again,

*There are times when | wish
I wasn’t who 1 am. Then |
cowld visit Digneyland or the
£00. As i1 is. 100 many. people
woilld recognise me. | often
wish | could go oul alone. But
that's out of the question.

“Sometimes Twve worn dis-
guises. but | always feel fike a
clown.™

When Cassidy was five his
parents. actor Jack Cassidy
and Ewvelyn Ward, divorced.
Later Shirley Jones became his
step-mother, Shirley Jones hap-
pens to play the part of his
muother in the “Parridge Fami-
Iy".

When he finally decided to
be an actor, he didn't let daddy
ﬂull mny strings. He did ‘it the

ard way.

After graduating from high
school he worked for a year
with: the Los Angeles Theatre
Group, On returning to New
York he then appeared in the
American equivabent of our
repertory  theatre, and ook
classes at the David Greig
School of Musical Comedy.

_ From there he won a co-star
ring rote m the Broadway show,
“Fig. Leaves Are Falling™,
which in turn helped get him
agung paris in TV shows like
“Ironside”™ and “Bonanza™.

“I've been really Tormwnate.”
he said. “1've been in showbasi
ness for about four years, ‘but
P've_always sung, and played
guitar with my friends.

“I . started playing guitar
when I was:11 or 12, and then
stopped for a while. Then about
three vesrs ago I took it up
again. | play a lot at. my con
certs and | ke to jam and play
rock’n’ roll with my friends.

“The guitar 15 a good release,
I lose myseil when T'play it

“I dor’t do a lot of writing.
although 1 do more now than |
uged to. ‘Ricky's Tune' is my
only composition on the new al-
bum. I recorded it not because
it was a particularly good song.
but because it was dedicated to
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a dog I used to have. The dog
died. It was the first time I'd
wrilten something alone.

“Mavbe I'll put & few of my
own things on the next album.”

Cassidy's looks have been
compared o those of Shirley
McLaine and Jane Fonda.
Doesn’t he object?

“I"ve given up. caring.” he
smid ‘angrily. “T've been com:-
pared 0 so many different
people. bath male and fémale. |
guess eventually people will be
cumlpnr:d 10 e,

“I-don’t let things like that
bug me. The whole day is filled
with 50 many silly things, and |
can’t let these little things get to
me., If1 did then I'd have gane
out of my mind long ago.

“*Mow that ['ve been this suc
cessful I'm allowed the luxury
of choosing my own material.
hoth in singing and acting. and
I'm very pleased about this. |
can please myselll T don’t have
to worry aboul being used as a
vehicle. And 1 have no worries
about gas or phone bills any
more. When these things get on
tap of vou they can really
hamper creativity.

Y30 many famasuc things
have happened in the lasi four
years, and I'say that gratefully,
I'm pretty pleased with life. 1've
just recorded a new number for
my next single “How Can [ Be
Sure’, which will be released in
a couple of months: 117 the best
thing ["'ve ever done.

“I like to think that my fans
go for my music rather than for
my face. because that’s what
I'm all abour™

A wery suceessful young
man. But how long can it last?
Maybe until hig fans grow up
ard their affections swing 1o-
ward real life lovers, or when he
takes the plunge and setiles
down — and 200,000 adoring
teenyboppers realise that there's
no chance lefi for them. That is
if they don’t kill him before
that.

But even when this mass
maniz subdides he's still got his
voice and acting talent lo see
him through the rest of his life,
David Cassidy will never
starve,




