even more when he remembers how his
friend had encouraged him, tried to build
his own confidence on David's success:
“I really wish yvou well,” he'd said, “You're
really doing good! I wish I could get into
some of that. I'm going to do this . . . or
that. . . .’ But it just never came together
for him,” David said dejectedly.

The problem that sent his friend into the

dark, uncharted world of drugs was not |

caused by lack of knowledge, that David
knows, It had to be something else.

“He knew everything there was to know
about drugs,” David said. "“There was
nothing anyone could have told him. If
anyone said, ‘Hey, wyou're going to get
messed up. You're going to do this to yvour-
self—you're going to do that to yourself,
it wouldn't have helped. He was totally
aware of it!”

Maybe drugs afforded temporary relief
when pressures around him were too much
to bear. But as so many others have dis-
covered, that mistakenly called ‘easy way
out’ isn't easy—does't end there. The non-
addicting drugs, often thought milder by
comparison, can result in permanent—
or recurring—damage, weakened thought
processes, Hard drugs—methydrene, her-
oin, cocaine—inspire their own fears. Pill-
popping and acid-dropping seem almost
innocent, almost harmless by contrast. Yet
a bad trip can be so earth-shattering that
the mere thought of its recurrence—and
this is always a possibility—can destroy
the will to live!

Neither Judy nor David will ever forget
the day they heard the awful news.

“I knew something was the matter,”
Judy said. She'd been struck by that cer-
tainty, that dreaded premeonition that some-
times becomes awful fact. She'd just re-
turned home when her mother told her
about the phone call. Their friend, she
told Judy, was “very, very sick.”

“Oh, my God! Judy had whispered—
and went blindly to telephone David. Too
many pills had almopst taken their toll two
months previously. This time, it was too
late for stomach pumps, emergency treat-
ment.

David’s regret is achingly real. “I wish
he were around now. I'd like to have
worked with him as a lyricist with my

music . . . I wish I had been around that
day . . . to bring him out of whatever he
was into " he says, heavy-hearted,

grief-stricken, remorseful. “When people
are around, you say, ‘I can see them next
week. . . '™ His sigh was heavy, his words
wiser than his vears: “You never know
that the time with them is going to be that
short!”

“I didn't want to preach to him, because
that wasn't my role—as a friend, or a
human being,” he says. “But it bothered
me to see someone who is really that gifted,
and that important to me, go to waste!”

David knows in his heart he couldn't
have helped. But there is the hope of sav-
ing someone else, before they go too far!

“T hope my friend's death is a warning
to those young people who think drugs are
the easy way out. It certainly isn't any kind
of an answer. It can only kill! What bugs
me is that the people that push the stuff
are walking around free. It just isn't fair.

“They keep saying drugs aren't harm-
ful,” he said, so quietly you can hardly
hear him, “but they're terrible!” The words
are torn from the depths of his loss. At
only 19, the young man who was like a
brother to David, paid the awful final price
for taking drugs. And if it could happen to
David's friend it could happen to yours.
Or to vyou. Silently, passionately, David
pravs that it doesn't.

Hal Fizher

David stars weekly on ABC-TV's THE
PARTRIDGE FAMILY.

Give your skin something
to be happy about.

Wash it regularly with
Cuticura® Medicated

Soap. Its special

anti-bacterial action
helps reduce bacleria
on the skin, and so

aids skin hygiene
At the same time,
Cuticura’'s rich,
creamy lather

washes away dirt,

grease and grime
... helps leave
your skin clean,
fresh and lovely
looking. You
actually get a
beauty treatment
free, when you
buy a bar of
Cuticura
Medicated Soap.
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# 1o be size 241/2

The Crime is the way some 24°%’s dress
(And Roaman’s can solve that!)

It's really "criminal” the way some clothes make you look older
(and larger) than you actually are. Especially since there's
absolutely no need for it. Because now you can find the very
latest figure-flattering styles—in your exact size—in Roaman's
fabulous new Fall/Winter 1972 catalog. Here, from America's
fashion leader in larger and half sizes, is one of the largest
selections offered anywhere. All the new looks in dresses,
coats, sportswear, lingerie, foundations and shoes. And you'll
wear them confidently because they fit so
beautifully. Amazing? You'll discover the
prices are, tog! Dresses, for example are
only $5.99 to $29.99, Satisfaction-guar-
anteed service. Credit plan available.

FRE FALL 1972

FASHION CATALOG
for s_izes 1414t0 32172, 38 tu_ 60.
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Saddle Brook, N.J. 07662 I

! Please Send FREE Fall 1972 Fashion Catalo
MAIL I for Larger and Half Sizes. (Print Clearly.)
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