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him now, but it 1s still painful for Dave to
recall them. And one of his most painful
secrets i1s his stealing!

“I had a bike shop in my garage,”
David remembers, *I'd be walking home
from school and 1'd see a bike sitting
there, and I'd rip it off and drive it home.
I'd paint it or do something neat to it. |
ended up returning a lot of them, but |
must have caused those people a lot of
grief.”

Mot everyone looked at a boyv who
stale bicycles from his school friends as
being normal. Some people thought that
there was, in David Cassidy, a boy with a
serious problem. Part of the problem
may have been the gap between David
and his father, Jack Cassidy—a gap that
David was aware of since his early child-
hood.

“I had a lot of regection from my fa-
ther when 1 was yvoung,” he remembers.
*1 never saw him after he divorced me
and my mother. I wouldn’t hear from
him for a year.”

It’s hardly the picture that has been
painted of David in articles in which he,
Jack Cassidy, and Shirley Jones are being
touted as TV's first and most wholesome
performing family; but now that the lid is
off the Jack Cassidy-Shirley Jones totter-
ing marriage, David has let loose with a
few insights into his past, If, as some
have said, he seems to be closer with step-
mom Shirley than with his natural father,
it isn’t SUrprising,

*I don't feel any hostility towards
him,” David explains of his father. “I'm
a friend of his now. But a little boy
shouldn’t have been shunned like that,’

David, as a youngster, may not have
had all the attention he wanted from his
father, but he looked for it elsewhere. In
1967, when he was sixteen, David headed
off for San Francisco’s Haight- Ashbury
district to get a first-hand look at “*flower
people” and to do some experimenting
with drugs.

His best friend, roommate, and mer-
chandise manager, 5Sam Hyman, re-
members those years. At the end of the
ninth grade,” Sam recalls, “we started
experimenting  with drugs. David was
never really sold on L5D, he didn"t have
that many good trips. He was more into
hash. He always had more hash than any-
one | knew.”

David himself speaks about what 1t was
like to live among the hippies. 1 didn™t
know who [ was,” he remembers. 1 did
a lol of experimenting, not smack but
erass and speed and psychodelics, T had
some bad trips, tripping for kicks in the
worst, most paranoid places.

“But | wasn™t taking drugs seriously,
he adds, 1 didn™t want to be a junkie. A
few of my friends died, committed suicide
actually.”

In time, of course, David’s convictions
about the dangers of drugs became so
strong that he taped numerous public ser-
vice announcements on the subject, warn-
ing his fans to stay away from pot and
pills, For David himself, though, a warn-
ing just wasn’t enough. He needed more
—time to get his head together and some
help in sorting out his problems.

“I came down with mononucleosis and
spent three months in the house, No so-
clalizing, no getting high- thinking. And
I found out I cared a lot about myself. 1
wanted to achieve something, to do some-
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