DAVID

continued from page 13

career doesn’t even leave him time for a
leisurely sick-day now and then. But
wi y does he drive himself like this?

The answer is Y-O-U! David realizes
how much pleasure you get out of going
to his concerts and watching him on
TV. And he realizes that he has a re-
sponsibility to his fans to stay healthy
and continue doing the good job he’s
doing. There have been many frustrating
days when “I quit!” is on the tip of
David’s tongue, but he swallows it be-
cause he knows how much you'd miss
him if he weren’t around.

Is this the same David the girl was
describing in the letter? Is this the David
who doesn’t care about his fans? Maybe
she had better think again!

“When I hear girls moaning because
they couldn’t speak to me personally af-
ter a show or complaining because [
couldn’t answer their letter to me, I
only wish [ could explain things to
them,” says David. “In the first place |
get an awful lot of mail and although it
15 all opened and read, if I had to sit
down and answer every one of those let-
ters, I'd never have time to rehearse for
the show! I wish people would under-
stand the demands on my time-—I don’t
even have time to do the things that
most people get to do in their day—like
calling up an old buddy and rapping to
him for an hour. So it isn’t like I deli-
berately snub my fans. I just have to
give myself to them in such a way that
they can all share me—not just a select
few!™

Well, what about shaking hands with
fans after concerts or giving autographs?
“Safety is a factor there,” replies David.
“Everybody has heard all kinds of hor-
ror stories about cars getting turned
over and arms being broken and people
being trampled on-all because of a
crowd that got out of hand. I did a con-
cert recently at Houston’s Astrodome
for 44,000 fans. What would happen if
they all decided they wanted to come
backstage afterwards? I'd still be in Tex-
as, that’s what!™ David has to laugh at
himself here, because no matter what,
he still can’t get over the way people
still come from all over to hear him sing,

“I realize I have a responsibility to
my fans—I wouldn’t be anywhere with-
out them and I recognize that,” he says.
“But everyone has to understand that I
don’t shun personal contact with my
fans because I'm bored or stuck-up. I
just have to spread myself very thin to
do all the work I have to do in a day. |
hope my fans can understand that »

What response can you give to that
15-year-old ex-fan? “I can only say ‘I'm
sorry’ to people who think 1've neglec-
ted them in someway,” says David,

“and I hope they’ll understand that
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