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UUNNIE AND MARIE - Win Their First “Together” Single! Free Contest.
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LEO SAYER, Procol Harum and the Winkies
Join Rick Wakeman for the first Crystal Palace
Garden Party of the year on July 27. And Golden
Earring are off the bill.

This is' Leo Sayer's only London appearance
this year. All his other appearances will be on
the seaside tour already announced
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HE FIRST time the Rubettes went on Top O
; . n { Th
ps 1o do Sugar Baby Love v The

It was chaotic. The

1ds were all doing session work in different parts

Y &l arrived g
™ 10 be told here's some
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4 get oul thers in front of
» Ameras.
‘ans gultarist Mick Clarke
couldn’t get Into the
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e roller in the Fents oo sewn

Needless to say, desphe
heir vast experlonr‘:pll
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Sugar Baby Love to us
They could well be in for

the double with their new
recard, Tonight, and no doubt
they'll be having their own
little wagers each week on Its
position in the charts as was
the case with Sugar Baby
Love

But right now the band are
more concerned about getting
an act together since It's a
matter of weeks before they go
on the road

“We'll be doing mainly
ballrcoms so the dids will be
able o dance and have a good
time,'* says Rubette Bill Hurd
when I met him and the band’s

tarist Tony Thorpe In town

week
“We had offers to do cabaret

i‘ﬁndon when the Beeb summoned the band to
In for an act which cried off at the eleventh

but turned them down “cos we
Aldn't feel it was right for
the moment. We all thought
that when things stop gotng for
us, and god be ‘znmp we'll
have a few hits, then we could
do the cabaret scene 'cos the
money In it is really
phenominal

So what can we expect to see
In the act?

““Well, we'll be doing quite a
few of the 1950 type standards
Intermingled with quite a few
originals,”” explains Tony
peering through a palr of dark
glasses which look like they're
going to slide off the end of his
nose at any minute

““We're in the process of
getting an album together and
as we're all into songwriting
there'll be no shortage of
material. We hope the act will
be very visual. We're getting
new stage gear and we're
hoping that our new record
will be In the charts when we

go on the road so not
everything will hang on Sugar
Baby Love. "’

As four of the Rubettes were
backing Barry Blue on his
rather disastrous first tour
are they a little apprehensive
about this tour being a flop
Barry Blue had already got
three hits behind him when he
went out which by all accounts
meant he had quite a

The days of towels

and split

trousers

are over and the
Rubettes are

Together at last

following, but the fans didn't
exactly flock to see him
I was backing Barry on his
lé.T'r says keyboards man
i

"It wasn't really organised
all that well, in fact It wasn't
together at all whereas I have
every confidence in our tour
being together. Actually that
Barry Blue tour got to be a bit
embarrasing towards the end
since the Rubettes had
already been on TV and kids
were starting to recognise us
atgigs

“'On the final week we were
playing one night and some
kids yelled for Sugar Baby
Love. We were Barry's
backing band and sald we
couldn’t do the song. The kids
asked us If we could send
Barry off. Could you imagine
It — excuse me Barry while we
do our song, you can do some
harmony {f you like. **

Talking about the band’s
formation, there was of course
the great ‘who does the high
singing on Sugar Baby Love’
saga which brought Paul Da
Vincl into the limelight as it
was his volce on record
although he wasn't In the
band.

‘We got a little fed up with
Paul's whining,” comments
Bil

He was on the original
session as much as anybody
Everyone was asked did they
want to become part of the

Rubettes and he sald he
wanted to do his own thing
We got a bit annoyed when he
started o make a fuss but
didn’t want it to turn into a
slanging match. A couple of
times we felt like saying
something

As It happened Paul had a
good volce and a high range,
but there's fivé of us who can
do the same thing, Obylously
Paul wanted to cash in when
the record started to go but he
was a bit adolescent about it
all.

For a few weeks now the
band have been getting things
together. They've packed
the session musician scene
although the offers have been
there, so where's the bread to
survive coming from right
now I wonder?

““The royalties aren’t yet
through for Sugar Baby
Love," admits Bill

“'It's so far sold 509,000 in
Britlan and earned a gold
disc. The tour is going to be
pretty expensive as we've had
o get a lot of stage equipment
and no doubt we'll be staying
In quite posh hotels. T mean
we'd look bloody silly
knocking on the doors of digs

“But we're hoping the
royalties from Sugar Baby
Love will cover our costs.
Meanwhile we're being paid a
retainer fee although with
being so busy right now we're
not having the chance to get

out and
We don't expect to make
much money from the tour

Another mistake on Barry’
tour was the admissi
charges at places. He's got
young following and kids just
can't afford the tickets. We're
keeping our prices o a £
maximum We're more

»3.

interested In how we'll be
received than the money
side.

What about the new record 1
ask. I mean it's 50 much Hke
Sugar Baby Love with your
shwaddywaddy bits and so
on?
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realised to be a pop star, but so
Was being a session man

‘‘Our follow up had to be In
the same vein,'’ replies Bill

“If you're trying to identify
yourself with a sound which is
what we're trying to do
it's not a carbon copy and we
know only too well that what
we're doing has all been done
before.

Certalnly the Image the
Rubettes are projecting — this
clean cut with the white suits
thing — Is golng down well
with the older generation
Letters have poured in saying
how refreshing it was (o see
such & bunch of smart lads on
the telly

Without wishing to get
beaten up, I mentioned to Bill
and Tony that they look pretty
old time and so what was it
llke to be experiencing
stardom at such a late stage In
their musical careers?

“‘You're the second person
this week to say we're old
men,”" says Tony grinning.

‘“Mind you It was quite
frightening last weekend, '*
recalls Tony.

‘“We were taken to Brands
Hatch motor racing cireult In
a ldmousine for a special
meeting and the kids mobbed
the car. It was just like one of
the old Beatle films and I must
admit I thought It'd never
happen to me of all people. '

ell It was me old son —
that's the price you have to
pay for fame and so Is
robably having to sing Sugar
aby Love for the rest of
your days as a Rubette

“What we're frightened
about is In 10 years time when
we've just managed to shake
the song off, it'll be re-

released. Roy Hm

THE EPITAPH of the
once, much-travelled
superstar David Cas-
sidy comes in the shape
of a 12-track piece of
astic, aptly but simply
itled Cassidy Live!
World Tour, "74

For the record the album
was recorded over the three
memarable, If tragic, British
dates in Glasgow, London and

David Cassidy's voice will
not be heard live again. RBM'S

ohn Beattie takes a preview

ten to its last public outing, on
album recorded at the 3 tragic
emotional dates which were
4E LAST FROM DAVID CASSIDY.

Manchester during the month
of May

In perspective all the hits
which made Cassidy a hero
with the teenys are there
Some Kind Of A Summer
Breaking Up Is Hard To Do, I
Am A jown, How Can I Be
Sure, and so the endless hits
continue

It's an album which will
bring back fond and emotional
memories for the faithful
Cassidy hordes, around 70,000
of them In all, who faithfully

screamed and cried their
hearts away at his series of
farewell shows.

Unfortunately, the album is
a bit too professionally put
together in places and on
occasions it falls to re-create
the true atmosphere of the
night. The producers seem to
have lald down a track and
then added the screams at
timed intervals

It may » been impossible
in this instance, but the
essence of a good live album,

when one doesn’t have to
change the pr
songs and on the Cassidy
albums, the numbers
seem to be put down in any
logical order

Take the old Beatles number
Please, Please Me for
instance. On the night Cassidy
presented this one towards the

finale of his act, and yet on the
album It's down as the first
track an the B-side thus losing

excitement of what

ly happened during the

B-side is
probably st as far as
quality and sound Iis
concerned with some excellent
re-productions on numbers
such as For What It's Warth
and C.C. Rider Blues

On & musical level Cassidy
progresses into & worthwhile
talent after a shaky vocal start
on the first couple of numbers
It's Preying On My Mind and
Some Kind Of Summer

It's also noticeable that the
female backing vocalists were
thoughtfully used on sangs like
Delts Lady where Cassidy
was perhaps stretching his

voice range or maybe the
pressure of the tour was just
tiring him a bit

I remember the superstar
doing very well on pilano at his
London concert and the
producing team have featured
this aspect rather well on
plastic

The only criticism 1 have
about the sound, and it's a
minor one, Is that it's difficult
to sort out exactly what
Cassidy Is saying in_between
songs, and I'm sure that the
thousands who buy this
album, would have preferred
listening to their hero chat
more, rather than having to
bear the customary screams
after each number

Overall it's an album worth
getting ‘cause it's his last for
Bell records and his last live
appearance if you belleve it

I'm sure Cassidy himself
will get great pleasure
listening o it. Just imagine it

as an old man he'll be able to
sit back with his pipe and play

this record to his grand
children and y: "“That’s how
the kids freaked out about
me d laugh quietly. The

sad aspect of it all, is that this
album will also remind him of
the White City concert and
what turned out to be a tragic
and rather chaotic event

I'm not sure If the spelling
mistake on the poster at the

back of the album was
Intentional ar accidental
After all the Scottish

promoters should know that
Glasgow’'s Apollo Centre is
situated In Renfield Street and
not Runfield Street as
advertised!
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