International News.

Cassidy Concert Injuries Spur
Measures for Crowd Control

r“Lﬂ.iiﬂlmN—Thc greater London
(] INg & re on [a-
vid Camsidy's m.u;my ;-anm ina
bid w0 prevent a repetition of the
hystenia that led 1o hundreds being
injured, including one 14-vear-old
girl who required emergency treat-
ment alter her heart sto and is
still seriowsly ill in hospetal.

And a GLC spokesman admatted
this week the council may have been
slow 10 appreciate the age group the
teen ol would atract because the
law does not require a promoder o
name the performer.

The GLC was responsible for
granung the boense that albowed the
wORcETt to g0 abead.

A spokesman said: “There is
nothing more dangerous about a
concert at a football ground than
amy other site provided il is properly
conducted. Bul a promoder i mol
obliged by law o tell ux whao is
forming and obwviously the age ud'lh:
audience i a factor that in the future
we should perhaps take more into
account, We regret the injurics and
are preparing a repont on the White
Lty conoert o avosd @ similar ocour-
rence in the Mature.”

A Home Office spokesman sasd it
s prepared o lisien 1w recommenda.
o o salcty at concerts fol-
lowing the Cassidy a L

“People can of course make repre-
semtation 0 us but we are dealin
with a very complex msue and there
15 no cany answer,” sakl & spokes.
man,

Leading the fight for tougher
measures is the Roval Socety for the
Prevention of Acodents which has
been ummn;mn; for a Minster of
Public Safcty since the tragedy at the
Celuc-Rangens sovcer maich at
Ibeon Park.

A spolicaman said: ~“Sunday’s in-
cidents merely confirm what we
have boen saving. Respoasibality for
safety at conceris or football
matches is 100 diversified a1 the mo-
ment botweoen the promoter, police,
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socufity forocs and authornitics grant-
ing liwenses. There needs 10 be some-
one with ministerial powers 10 have
todal over-all control,

The scenes at the Cassidy concent
have put a question mark on the fu-
ture of sports stadiums ax concen
venues, The use of open-air venues
it a recent development of UK. con-
el promotion. Earber this moath,
whtn lh:rul M,000 people attended

bv Eltom John at
Wurmd C ground, there were
carly indications of the posuble dan-
per of uncontrolled crowds packing
on 10 the peich and prewang forward
o pet chose 1o the sage. And more
recenily ai the sar-studded concert
@l Charlion, headlined by the Who,
which passed off without troable.
there were nevertheless migivings
about the potential danger of thou-
Hndn“jm? phe being massed on the
pqll.'h bﬂl‘ll, w:-nl'ﬂ#i‘u‘rl'nhﬂ

B'ul: Michacl Allandary, promoter
of the revent Who concert at Charl-
ton Athletic FCs Valley Stadiam,
sard it B peod 30 moch the veaue—
more the kind of asdicnoe.

“Open aif venus dre ursuitablc
for large numbers of young hys-
tencal fans. | think an arind who
m:.‘mm out of hysterical de-
VoL play more shows ai
smalier halls so the avdicnce aren’t
at msk.

1 made a bed for the Cassidy con-
cert with & plan that imcluded bar-
ners W prevent people pushing for-
ward Bt the cost was 100 high,”

A spokesman for Anists Services,
which rled a human barmer i
the arena, said: “We provided 200
men. Ther responsabilites includad
stopping chikdnen onto the
sage -*I'E-:h was d-.nf:w ulﬁtnl'uuy."

A Scolland Yard spokesman
wrouibl Rt comment on the police in-
volvemenl on Sunday,

Neither Mel Bush, promoter of
the While Cily concert, nor Adnan
Hopking, promoter of Tuesday’s

Cassidy concert at Manchester
Ciny"s Maine Road ground for Chry-
salis, were available for comment.

Dick Leahy, ing pencral
manager of Bell LK. cassidy’s
record company, said i s difficuli
for him o comment sanoe his Neld s
recording, Aol CONCert promoels.

“1 at the hecan of the
problem s the lack of suitable
wenes fof Amencan acts which
means we have W resor o wadinms
bke the White City.”



