Cricket G d.

ABOVE: Cassidy urns on fans at Meit

Screen sex-symbol Gina Lollobrigida
played the role of photographer
and reporter when she met the US pop
superstar in Melbourne. She writes:

D AVID CASSIDY. the 23-year-old
Amprican pop singer, drives young
pirls mad.

| met him in Melbourne, when | was
there 1o promote my book, "halia Mia,™ and
1o artend, as a guest of honor, & TV award
ceremony. | discovered that David was
coming (o give a series of coneerts

The concerm ok place in an open
stadium — the Melbourmne Crickel Ground
and was filled with about 50.000 young girls,
their ages ranging (rom 12 o 18, At least 300
girls fainted during the concert, and many of
them were taken to hospital. 1 saw all this
with my own eyes,

David' Cassidy is the son of an American
actress, Evelyn Ward, At only. ten years old,
he went 1o live in Hollywood with his
maother, and there he attended lessons at a
drama schonl

He maude his debut as an actor with a
television series, “The Partridge Family.”
but his success really came (o fruition when
he became a singer

Ower n period of six years he sold 17
million records, received seven pold| discs,
pnd caned himsell lots of Jullam, He
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had guiickly becom e the adnlescents” idol

| wanted (o phutogiaph him hecause il is
not so easy to drive 50,000 young girls mad,
and cause 300 of theny o injure themselves
He really is something of a phenomenon

In Melbourne Cricket Ground, the stage
was in the middle of the stadium and there
was o space all around the stage. The girls,
anxious o see David close-up, left their seats
and began o push their way up to the stage
1 wits there, on the stage, and | could see the
poor policemen who had to carry the girls
who fainted or were hurt out of the crowd to
take them 10 haspital,

The: whole ‘tme, Dawvid kept saying,
“Please don't push, Stand back! I don’t wani
you to hurt yourselves." Butl there wis
nothing one could do: the voung girls were
vomplelely crazy,

I photographed David while he was
mnging, and later, at the hotel, before
leaving. | wanted (o phowograph him in bed,
surrounded by fruit. looking  like an
adolescent who hay just woken up, all fresh
und scrubbed, like his young fiuns

Because David, indeed, does not look 23
— maorte like a young boy of 16, Perhaps thit
in the secrel of his suecess.
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