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WHEN YOU'VE 
been down so long 
the only way is up, 
you'll understand 
how David Cassidy 
has felt. After the 
first flush of his 
teenybopper suc- 
cess, he was 
caught in an un- 
fortunate wave of 
publicity when a 
young girl died at 
one of his London 
concerts. 

This was followed by 
an attempt to change his 
style to a more mature 
kind of music it's a 
difficult step for anyone 
to make. because once 
you've made that stand. 
your credibility rating 
drops fast People 
weren't prepared to 
accept the fact that 
David Cassidy had 
grown up. 

Just whom he started 
to climb out of this pit. 
he suffered a personal 
tragedy recently when 
his father died Ina fire. 

Crying 
"These things happen 

for a reason." said 
David when Record 
Mirror spoke to him. "It 
was just his time to go. I 
was wiped out for a few 
days. but I'm getting on 
top again now. 

"When you have 
someone you care about 
and they die. you're 
really only crying for 
yourself, My father had 
a lot of pain in his life 
and he doesn't feel that 
pain now. 1 got a lot 
from him and I'm happy 
I had the opportunity to 
know him. 'I believe it 
was Mistime- I believe 
in fate and destiny." 

Fate is starting to deal 
out a few good hands to 
Cassidy now. The ace In 
the pack is his new lady 
love adres.s Kay Lenz 
"I'm a romantic." 

admitted Cassidy, "but 
no. I don't fall In love a 
lot Only once before. 

I'm on the border of 
falling In love now. 
Anyone who loves the 
film 'Casablanca' as 
much as I do has to be a 
romantic. When I was 
recording my new 
album at the Caribou 
(studios we had these 
video« that played old 
films. 

"1 played 'Casab 
lance' ail the time and 
drove everybody else 
crazy. 1 was sitting in 
my room crying all the 
time. 

Secretive 
"But 1 met my lady In 

Los Angeles. I don't 
want to say too much 
about her - rm not one 
to talk too mud, about 
things like that I'm 
more secretive about 
things these days I'm 
atnuisl pinching myself 
to make sure It's all 
happening. 
"It's been su long 

since I pursued a 
resltltnship - I was 
clobbered once before. " 

But there's no regret 
In his voice: quite the 
rppoalte. He's 'full of 
plans about the future 
Hopefully they will 

The goodie d ci. 
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`People want scandal, they don't want to hear about a clean image. But look 
at John Denver with his squeaky clean image - he sells millions of records' 

Include a Br1Ush tour. 
"There Is a possibility 

of it. but I'm not 
supposed to say that." 
revealed David. 
"There's a fellow over 
there right now check- 
ing it out. rd like to play 
specific c1Ues, some- 
thing else apart from 
tendon. I'd like to get 
outside of London to 
good size theatres where 
people come to hear the 
music You don't really 
gel a feel for the country 
in London, I think I'll 
probably come this 
spring 

'I have un amazing 
band now. There's 
Ricky Fattier. who used 
to be with the Reach 
Boys, Brian Garofolo. 
who's with Jackson 
Browne at the moment. 
but he ions on my last 
LP. He's mean. he's a 
rite ker. 

There area number of 
olhar fellows. I'm 
writing with keyboards 
player Jay Oruaka - he 

was in Three Dog Night 
Then there's Steven 
Ross who's a blazing hot 
guitarist. It's hard to 
say who'll be in the band 
altogether, because I've 
been playing with a Id 
of other guys and I'd 
like to have all of them 
come and play. I don't 
want anyone to read this 
and feel left out " 

Bubbling 
Cassldy's use of the 

very English word 
fellow, drops strangely 
on the ear, but the other 
thing that's immediate 
ly noticeable la his 
bubbling enthusiasm 
When he was brought 
into London last time 
and treated to the 
obligatory round of 
Interviews, he war, 
subdued and seemed 
slightly confused about 
everything. Now It's 
hard to keep his feet on 
the ground. but he is as 
articulate as ever. 

Part of this new found 
energy results in his 
move from Los Angeles 
to a mountain retreat 
north of the oily 

"1 Just bought this 
place a month ago. 1. 

found LA an insincere 
city, where con- 
sciousness Is a cliche. I 
was born in New York. 
raised in New Jersey 
but I guess rm a West 
(bast boy now. I can 
cope with LA but I had 
to move out I was 
getting stagnant The 
place I have now is on 
the side of a mountain 
looking out over the 
ocean. It's a Mexican 
design and has k pond 
with some flan. And I 
have my horses here 
"I get up in the 

morning and feel really 
good and want to do 
things. ICs easier for 
me to function here. In 
LA I felt I was a victim 
of its madness Every 
thing I did wan tike 
running -1n par 

"There was a stag 
nant bunch of people I 
would run into con- 
stantly and they'd Just 
say 'where's the party?' 
It was like a party 
con sciousn esa " 

The kind of success 
Cassidy had was bound 
to attract lot of 
hangers an, and It's 
difficult to sort out the 
duff people from the 
friends. 

Tolerant 
"Well. now I can come 

down and work there 
and plug Into the 
energy rm a lot more 
tolerant of It now, I 
mean, I don't want to 
dislike the place. Now 
I'm in a really 
stimulating environ- 
ment with real hot 
playera I needed that 
kind of feed hack With 
other bands 1 would 
hire, I was lust a 
frontman This une will 

be an interesting con- 
frontation. 

"Mont folks feel very 
safe to categorise you, to 
put you Ina spot In their 
heads. No matter how 
good we are, there will 
still be people who willrubbish 

us, 

One of the main 
contentions In the past 
was how Casatdy came 
over In the Presa He 
was castigated for his 
acne and slammed over 
his attempts to reach 
higher planes with his 
music 

'Rarely do I feel good 
about an interview I 
mean. people want 
scandal. they don't want 
to hear about a clean 
image. But look at John Denver with his 
squeaky clean Image - 
he sells millions of 
records. '' 

Cassidy, like all big 
stars, has liad rumours 
ny round about all the 
women who'd lay down 
their life. and mare. for 

bin, Dos he still have 
them queueing up 
rwtelde the door? 
"I managed to do 

OK," he admitted 
cagily. "Rut rmout of it 
now. No one knows 
when I live and 
anyway. they'd have 
one hell of a tough time 
getting up hero I don't 
want to say yes. rye had 
the opportunity to have 
lot of women That 
sounds pompous, and I 
don't want to believer m 
that." 

In fact. getting away 
from female adulation 
and collecting male 
admirers of his music to 
something that will go 
far to the reemergence 
of David Cassidy. 

"I can tolerate any 
one, except those who 
don't have a sense aJ 

humour," he said. "i 
can't tolerate Arles 
men. They' re notorious 
ly selfish and sexist. but 
I suppose they can be 
wonderful too." 

Cassidy would need a 
sense of humour to deal 
with some of the offers( 
he gets He still hopes to 
get back into acting, but 
he hasn't found the right 
part. For a while he 
was Inundated with 
offers to appear In porny 
movies - perhaps that 
had something to do 
with the notorious near 
nude plc in 'Rolling 
Stone' sometime back 

Dirty 
"I don't get Offered 

the porn y ones any more - or If 1 do. my agent 
screens them out from 
the ones I read." said 
David. "I think there's 
nothing dirty about the 
human body, but I'm not 
going to go and see a 
film Just to see how a 
guy Is hung. 

"I'm waiting fee thee 
right film to come 
along I can't settle for 
crap now. I really want 
to act again, but I have 
to tell you that 
mediocrity is running 
rampant all over the 
place I'm really true 
trated about It Every- 
one Is doing cop films. 
like Charlie's Angels. 
Kojak. or working for 
the government 
"I want to be an 

outlaw. All the other 
films have nice ending% 
or they're hard Dore 
violence. All the parts 
rm stirred. I'm either 
too old or too young for, 
I just can't play a black 
Puerto Rican Jew. I 
was offered the part In 
'Marathon Man', but 
who's going to believe 
that David Cassidy la 
Jewish! No one. 

"I've had a to of close 
ones. I gel offered the 
lead role in ' Pererlie'. 
the film they made 
about the 'Roots' book 
It was the part of the 
qtly white guy In ti, but 
he never really gall his 
moment It would have 
been stay for me la do 
1t. " 

If he does get the right 
film. who would he like 
to act opposite - ht.' 
ideal leading lady'. 

"(veil, that's duff} 
cult." said David. "But 
my girlfriend Is s real 
fine actress,. , . 
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